
News in brief

Kilde retains WCup title 

LOS ANGELES: Norway’s Aleksander Aamodt
Kilde retained his World Cup downhill title with a
convincing victory in Aspen on Saturday. Kilde
won the penultime downhill of the season with a
time of 1:31.60 finishing 0.61 seconds ahead of
Canada’s James Crawford with overall World Cup
leader and downhill world champion Marco
Odermatt a further two hundredths behind.
Austria’s Vincent Kriechmayer, the only man who
could have stopped Kilde from winning the sea-
son downhill title, was fourth 0.70 seconds
behind the Norwegian. That left Kilde with an
unsurmountable lead in the points table ahead of
the final downhill race of the season in Soldeu.
“It’s amazing! It’s great to fight with the best and
so much fun too, it pushes me to do even better
next year,” Kilde told NBC television. “I’m always
looking for ways to improve, that’s what brings
me to where I am today,” he added. — AFP

Harlequins hammer Exeter

LONDON: Marcus Smith rose to the challenge
of being dropped from England’s training squad
ahead of a Six Nations clash against France by
orchestrating Harlequins’ 40-5 thrashing of
Exeter on Saturday as Red Rose boss Steve
Borthwick looked on from the stands. The gifted
fly-half showed plenty of attacking flair as Quins
ran in six tries in a ‘Big Game’ match played at
Twickenham, the venue for the March 11 ‘Le
Crunch’ against Six Nations champions France,
rather than Quins’ nearby Stoop ground. Smith,
24 was directly responsible for two of those tries
and was off target with just one of his conver-
sions as Quins, who saw Cadan Murley, Josh
Bassett, Sam Riley and Joe Marchant (twice)
cross Exeter’s line, ended a run of five consecu-
tive defeats in the English Premiership. Victory
also saw Quins surge from ninth to fifth place,
with the top four at the end of the regular season
qualifying for the title-deciding play-offs. — AFP 

Medvedev wins in Dubai 

DUBAI: Daniil Medvedev conquered all
remaining doubts as he completed an impres-
sive hat-trick, picking up a third title in as many
weeks with a 6-2, 6-2 victory over Andrey
Rublev in the Dubai final on Saturday. “Not over
yet,” scribbled the third-seeded Medvedev on
the TV camera lens after his triumph, referring
to his current 14-match winning streak amassed
over the last 19 days, starting with the title in
Rotterdam, followed by Doha and now Dubai.
“It’s amazing because the start of the year was
not perfect; in tennis, when you don’t win tour-
naments you’re always doubting no matter what
happens in practice,” said Medvedev, who
briefly dropped out of the top 10 last month
before recovering in tremendous fashion. “I was
doubting a lot and now it just feels better. I’m
really happy with these three weeks and I’m
looking forward to the next ones.”— AFP 

Grizzlies’ Morant suspended 

LOS ANGELES: Memphis Grizzlies NBA star
Ja Morant was suspended by his team for at least
two games on Saturday after posting a video
where he appeared to display a gun in a night-
club. The Grizzlies issued a statement saying that
Morant “will be away from the team for at least
the next two games”. That will mean Morant will
not play on Sunday against the LA Clippers or
Tuesday against the Los Angeles Lakers. A two-
time NBA All Star and NBA Rookie of the Year in
2020, the 23-year-old Morant is seen as one of
the brightest young talents in the league but has
been involved in a series of off-court incidents. “I
take full responsibility for my actions last night,”
Morant said in a statement. “I’m sorry to my fam-
ily, teammates, coaches, fans, partners, the city of
Memphis and the entire Grizzlies organization for
letting you down. “I’m going to take some time
away to get help and work on learning better
methods of dealing with stress and my overall
well-being,” he added. — AFP  
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Jones overpowers Gane, claims 
vacant UFC heavyweight crown 

LAS VEGAS: Mixed martial arts legend Jon
Jones scored a stunning first-round victory over
France’s Ciryl Gane to claim the vacant UFC
heavyweight crown on Saturday. Former light
heavyweight champion Jones, making his return to
the Octagon after more than a three-year
absence, forced Gane into a submission after just
2min 4sec of the opening round to seal the win.
The 35-year-old American, who is widely consid-
ered to be the greatest mixed martial artist of all
time, used all his skill and experience to outfox his
32-year-old French opponent.

Jones had talked boldly before the fight of
scoring a quick victory against Gane, who hinted
at nervousness in the opening seconds by aiming
a kick at the American’s groin which required an
official timeout. Jones proved to be as good as his
word, easily ducking under a wild left hand from
Gane and wrestling the off-balance Frenchman to
the floor with ease. He quickly had Gane in trou-
ble and the Paris ian submitted after being
trapped in a guillotine chokehold by Jones. “I’ve
been working for this for a long time,” a delighted
Jones said after his victory.

“You know a lot of people thought I was never
coming back. I’d read that all the time ‘This dude’s
never coming back’ - but I’ve been faithful to my
goal, faithful to my mission.” Jones said while he was
wary of Gane’s prowess on his feet - the Frenchman
is a former kick-boxing champion - he had always

been confident of winning if the bout ended up on
the canvas. “I really had the strong conviction that if
I could get him down to the ground the fight would

be in my area,” Jones said. “I’ve been wrestling since
I was 12 years old and I feel stronger and more com-
fortable, especially on the ground. — AFP 

LAS VEGAS: Jon Jones reacts to his win in the UFC heavyweight championship fight during the UFC 285
event at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas, Nevada. —AFP 

Jones forces Gane into a submission after just 2min 4sec

Kuwait Triathlon 
Club team shines 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait Triathlon Club team gave a
great  per formance  a t  the  Wor ld  Cup he ld
Friday and Saturday in Abu Dhabi - winning 10
medals, 7 gold, 1 silver and 2 bronze. Huda Al-
Sa leh , Na j laa  A l-J ra iwi , Usama Burahma,
Abdelaziz Al-Huwaidi, Ali Dashti and Loulwa
Al-Refae won gold; Mohammad Bukhalaf won
silver; Mohammad Al-Hammad and Abdelaziz
Al-Duaij took bronze.

Chairman of the Triathlon Club and Federation
Rashid Al-Kandary dedicated this major win to
HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Kuwait people. He
also lauded the performance of Kuwait athletes at
the world event and their determination to fly
Kuwait’s flag high.

Head of the delegation, Sufian Al-Khalil said

the winning came after hard work, besides the
support of the board of directors. “This achieve-
ment will give us an incentive and motivation to

make more achievements in coming events. The
performance of our athletes was very high, and
were lauded by all participants,” he said. 

Gulf Bank launches 
second edition of 
Off-Road Challenge 
KUWAIT: As part of its
efforts to establish the
principles of social sustain-
ability, and as a way to
continue supporting the
youth, Gulf Bank has
announced the second edi-
tion of the Off-Road
Challenge, in cooperation
with Suffix, that is set to
happen next Friday, March
10, from 10:00 am to 5:00
pm. On this occasion,
Assistant Manager of
Corporate Communications at Gulf Bank, Fahad Al-
Sharrah said, that dozens of 4x4 motor sport enthu-
siasts will be participating in this year’s Off-Road
Challenge activities and will be given the opportu-
nity to practice their favorite sport, enjoy the chal-
lenges of the competition, and win valuable prizes.

Al-Sharrah mentioned that the registration to
participate in the competition is eligible for both
amateurs and professionals in 4x4 motorsports. He
further confirmed that the registration is still open
for those looking to take part, and that the high
turnout of participants and the attendees during last
year’s event, reflects the interest of young people
wanting to practice this sport. 

He added: “Participants will compete on specially
equipped natural and artificial obstacle courses in
Bnaider, which will range from easy to medium lev-
els. The competition’s route has been prepared with

many off-road obstacles - using sand, rocks, water
basins, and other challenges that the participants
must pass in order to complete the challenge - tak-
ing into account all security and safety measures.”

Al-Sharrah indicated that the Off-Road Challenge
consists of several stages, where every stage will
consist of a different challenge. The contestants will
be evaluated on their speed and skills in overcoming
the challenges by a panel of specialized judges. He
further stated that social responsibility is one of the
main pillars of Gulf Bank’s 2025 strategy, which
deals with all financial, environmental, and social
aspects. It contributes to the development of society
and enhances its leadership in all fields by effectively
applying sustainability practices. For those interest-
ed to register for this year’s Gulf Bank Off-Road
Challenge, they can visit the following website:
https://suffix.events/event/detail/540

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti
Bank of the Future. The Bank is constantly engaging
and empowering its employees as part of an inclu-
sive and diversified workplace in recognition of
every employee’s role in delivering customer excel-
lence and serving the community at large. With its
extensive network of branches and innovative digi-
tal services, Gulf Bank is able to give its customers
the choice of how and where to conduct their bank-
ing transactions, all while ensuring a simple and
seamless banking experience.

Gulf Bank is committed to maintaining robust
developments in sustainability at environmental,
social and governance levels through diverse sus-
tainability initiatives, strategically selected to bene-
fit the Bank both internally and externally. Gulf Bank
supports Kuwait Vision 2035 “New Kuwait” and
works with various parties to achieve it. 

Fahad Al-Sharrah

Sixers comeback 
snaps Milwaukee 
16-game streak
LOS ANGELES: James Harden scored 38 points
and spearheaded a dramatic late comeback as the
Philadelphia 76ers ended the Milwaukee Bucks’ 16-
game winning streak with a 133-130 victory on
Saturday. A titanic battle between the Eastern
Conference leading Bucks and third-placed Sixers
lived up to the billing, with Philadelphia fighting
back from an 18-point third-quarter deficit to pull
off a superb win at Milwaukee’s Fiserv Forum. While
the Sixers’ Joel Embiid finished with 31 points and
Tyrese Maxey added 26, Harden was the undeni-
able driving force of a pulsating late rally that took
Philadelphia to victory.

The 10-time NBA All-Star poured in 21 of his 38
points in the fourth quarter as Philadelphia
outscored Milwaukee 48-31 in the final frame.
Harden also laid on 10 assists and hauled down nine
rebounds in a fine all-round performance. “He was
fantastic, big shot after big shot, he led the come-
back - he was just James Harden,” Embiid said of
his team-mate. Harden paid tribute to Embiid after
arguably the best offensive display from the duo
since they joined forces at Philadelphia.

“We’ve figured it out, he’s the lead scorer and we
try to give him the ball and give him shots,” said
Harden, who moved to Philadelphia last year from
Brooklyn. “One game at a time, we try to get better
quarter by quarter and just keep pushing into the
postseason.” Milwaukee were left ruing a late col-
lapse that seemed improbable as the Bucks surged 18
points clear late in the game, leading 95-77 with only
2:41 left in the third quarter. The Sixers trimmed the
gap to 14 points by the start of the fourth, and then
went on a 15-2 run to transform the contest.

Milwaukee clung on to a slender lead with less
than two minutes remaining, but a 29-foot three-
pointer from Harden put the Sixers within one at
125-124. Harden set up Embiid for a three-pointer
to put Philadelphia 127-125 ahead with 42 seconds
remaining and the Sixers closed out the win. Giannis
Antetokounmpo led the Milwaukee scorers with 34
points and 13 rebounds, Brook Lopez and Jrue
Holiday recorded 26 points each and Grayson Allen
had 20. Milwaukee remain top of the East with a
45-18 record, half a game ahead of Boston.
Philadelphia improved to 41-22.

In other games on Saturday, Miami boosted their
playoff hopes with a 117-109 win over the Atlanta
Hawks. Bam Adebayo led the Miami scorers with 30
points from 10-of-12 shooting while Tyler Herro
added 20 points. Jimmy Butler and Caleb Martin
weighed in with 15 points apiece as Miami improved
to 34-31 to remain in seventh place. The win came a
day after Miami had fallen at home to the New York
Knicks. “The best thing for us coming off a game like

that was to play the very next night,” Miami coach
Erik Spoelstra said. “To get the win was really impor-
tant.” In Cleveland, the Cavaliers cruised to a 114-90
win over the Detroit Pistons, with Donovan Mitchell
leading a comfortable win with 20 points. — AFP 

James Harden of the Philadelphia 76ers


