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Liverpool demolish United 7-0
Klopp’s men set a new record margin of victory

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Dutch striker Cody Gakpo (left) vies with Manchester United’s Brazilian midfielder Antony during the English Premier League football match between Liverpool and Manchester United on March 5, 2023. — AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Cody Gakpo, Darwin Nunez and 
Mohamed Salah all scored twice as Liverpool 
shrugged off a season of frustration to thrash 
Manchester United 7-0 at Anfield on Sunday. 
Jurgen Klopp’s men set a new record margin of 
victory in the clash between English football’s two 
most successful clubs. Just a second defeat in 23 
games in all competitions realistically ends United’s 
hopes of a first league title in a decade as they 
remain 14 points adrift of leaders Arsenal in third. 

But there could even more lasting damage from 
the club’s heaviest defeat since 1931. Liverpool 
close to within three points of fourth-placed 
Tottenham with a game in hand on Spurs still to 
come. Klopp’s side won the two league meetings 
between the teams by an aggregate score of 9-0 
last season, but the tables had seemingly turned 
this season. A 2-1 win over the Reds in August gave 
Erik ten Hag his first win as United boss and they 
started the day 10 points clear of Liverpool. 

Liverpool have looked a shadow of the side that 

came close to an unprecedented quadruple of tro-
phies last season. But either side of a 5-2 humilia-
tion on home soil by Real Madrid, they have got 
back in the race for a place in the Champions 
League next season thanks to a run of 13 points 
from a possible 15 in the Premier League. 

Ten Hag told his players to embrace the hostile 
environment of Anfield, where United have not 
won since 2016. The visitors were forced to see 
off an early onslaught, but still arguably had the 
better chances of a fractious first half. Bruno 
Fernandes headed inches wide and Marcus 
Rashford should have continued his blistering 
goalscoring form when he fired tamely into the 
arms of Alisson. Casemiro also saw a goal ruled 
out for offside, but Liverpool finally produced a 
moment of quality in the final third to break the 
deadlock two minutes before the break. 

Andy Robertson sliced open the United defense 
to play in Gakpo, who cut inside and fired low into 
the far corner. Ten Hag’s men were then blown 

away in the second period as Liverpool’s new-look 
front three finally clicked. Nunez punished sloppy 
United defending as the Uruguayan stooped to 
head in Harvey Elliott’s cross. Moments later, 
Gakpo scored his second with a delightful dink 
over David de Gea at the end of a l ightning 
Liverpool counter-attack. It could have been even 
worse for United as Robertson and Ibrahima 
Konate saw efforts fly inches wide. 

But Salah got the goal his performance 
deserved as he crashed in Nunez’s through ball off 
the underside of the bar. Nunez then headed in his 
second as he was left completely unmarked from 
Jordan Henderson’s cross. Salah moved outright as 
Liverpool’s all-time Premier League goalscorer 
with 129 with a simple tap in after more shambolic 
United defending. Roberto Firmino will move on to 
pastures new at the end of the season it was 
revealed this week. But the Brazilian came off the 
bench to have the final say as he slotted a remark-
able seventh two minutes from time — AFP  

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool’s Egyptian striker Mohamed Salah 
celebrates after scoring their sixth goal during the English 
Premier League football match between Liverpool and 
Manchester United on March 5, 2023. — AFP

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe raises a trophy 
during a ceremony after he became Paris Saint-Germain’s all-time top scorer 
with his 201st goal for the club. — AFP 

SAKHIR: Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen reacts as he exits his 
car after winning the Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix at the Bahrain 
International Circuit in Sakhir on March 5, 2023. — AFP  

Mbappe breaks  
PSG goal record  
 
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe became Paris Saint-
Germain’s all-time top scorer with his 201st 
goal for the club in their 4-2 win over 
Nantes in Ligue 1 on Saturday. The France 
superstar had equalled Edinson Cavani’s 
previous record mark of 200 goals with a 
brace in last week’s win at Marseille and 
went one better by netting in stoppage time 
at the Parc des Princes. 

PSG had earlier squandered a two-goal 
lead as they prepared for their crunch trip to 
Bayern Munich, with Lionel Messi putting 
them ahead and a Jaouen Hadjam own goal 
making it 2-0 inside 17 minutes before Nantes 
fought back to draw level prior to half-time. 
Ludovic Blas pulled one back for the visitors 
and Ignatius Ganago equalised, but Mbappe 

set up Danilo Pereira to put PSG back in front 
on the hour mark and then claimed his record-
breaking goal late on. Mbappe reached the 
record in just 247 appearances since signing 
from Monaco aged 18 in 2017. Uruguay star 
Cavani needed 298 games, and seven years, to 
establish the previous record in 2020. 

The 24-year-old Mbappe was handed a 
trophy by the club after the game to mark his 
record in an on-field presentation. The result 
sees PSG open up a lead of 11 points at the 
top of Ligue 1 before nearest rivals Marseille 
play on Sunday, and before the Qatar-owned 
club go to Bayern for the second leg of their 
Champions League last-16 tie on Wednesday. 
PSG trail 1-0 from the first leg against the 
Bavarians and failure to progress to the quar-
ter-finals in Europe would put a dampener on 
the end of the season for a club who do not 
have their problems to seek. 

Injured Moroccan star Achraf Hakimi 
watched from the stands at the Parc des 

Princes a day after he was charged with 
rape following accusations made by a 24-
year-old woman. Neymar was also a specta-
tor and will not be back for the match 
against Bayern, while centre-back Presnel 
Kimpembe is set to miss the remainder of 
the season with an achilles injury. Coach 
Christophe Galtier lost another defender to 
injury in the second half of this game, with 
skipper Marquinhos coming off in some dis-
comfort with what looked a side strain. 

Before the game there was a minute’s 
applause for Just Fontaine, the legendary for-
mer France striker who scored 13 goals at the 
1958 World Cup and who passed away on 
Wednesday at the age of 89. Fontaine also 
coached PSG, leading them to promotion to 
the top tier of French football in 1974. The 
Parisians went ahead in the 12th minute, with 
Messi turning in a deflected low cross from 
Nuno Mendes to score his 13th Ligue 1 goal 
this season. — AFP 

Verstappen wins  
Bahrain Grand Prix  

 
SAKHIR: World champion Max Verstappen 
claimed his maiden season-opening victory 
and first at the Sakhir circuit on Sunday 
when he led Sergio Perez home in a dominant 
Red Bull one-two at the Bahrain Grand Prix. 
The defending double world champion led 
from start to finish, bar the pit stops, to 
establish himself as a strong favourite for a 
third consecutive drivers’ crown this year. 

It was his first win in the Gulf state at the 
10th attempt. Behind the two Red Bulls, two-
time champion Fernando Alonso continued to 
make light of his 41 years by storming his way 
to a rousing third place for Aston Martin in 
his first appearance with the team since suc-
ceeding the retired four-time champion 

Sebastian Vettel. It was his record-increasing 
356th race in Formula One in a career that 
started 22 years earlier, to the weekend, in 
Melbourne at the 2001 Australian Grand Prix. 

Fellow Spaniard Carlos Sainz, who he 
passed in a late scrap for a podium finish, 
finished fourth in the second Ferrari ahead of 
seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton of 
Mercedes and Lance Stroll, racing in the 
second Aston Martin just weeks after crack-
ing both wrists and breaking a toe in a pre-
season cycling accident. George Russell 
took seventh for Mercedes ahead of Valtteri 
Bottas of Alfa Romeo, Pierre Gasly of Alpine, 
who had started last, and Alex Albon who 
claimed a point for Williams finishing 10th. 
Charles Leclerc, who won the race in 2022, 
failed to finish after engine failure on his 
Ferrari on the 41st lap. 

“Thank you, guys,” said 25-year-old 
Verstappen. “It’s exactly the start we need-

ed. I had a good start and first stint and 
then had a gap and just looked after the 
tyres.” Verstappen made a clean, quick start 
to pull clear as Leclerc passed Perez for 
second while, behind them, Stroll hit his 
Aston Martin team-mate Alonso, under 
braking at Turn Four. 

Both Mercedes had good starts and 
passed Alonso, Hamilton climbing to fifth 
ahead of Russell in pursuit of Sainz as 
Verstappen opened up a commanding lead. 
By lap five, he was four seconds clear as 
Leclerc kept Perez at bay. Gasly began the 
pit stops on lap 10, switching his Alpine from 
softs to hards, followed quickly by Lando 
Norris and Yuki Tsunoda with tyre degrada-
tion taking early effect. Hamilton pitted from 
fifth on lap 13, prompting a classic scrap as 
Alonso battled past Russell to regain his 
original grid slot and climb to third when 
both Ferraris pitted. Russell followed. — AFP 


