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Qurain Cultural Festival enriches  
artistic and cultural movement 

Afghanistan’s universities  
reopen; women still barred3 ‘Change’ for Iran women as  

chef rises to the occasion
Barcelona move 9 points  
clear as Madrid stumble167 11

News in brief

Saudi deposits $5 billion  
in Turkey’s central bank

A major boost as quake-hit Turkey grapples with inflation 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia said Monday it was deposit-
ing $5 billion in Turkey’s central bank, a potentially 
major boost as the country grapples with inflation 
and damage from last month’s earthquake ahead of 
presidential elections. Ahmed Al Khateeb, the Saudi 
tourism minister and board chairman of the Saudi 
Fund for Development, signed an agreement with 
Turkish central bank governor Sahap Kavcioglu “to 
make a significant $5 billion deposit”, the Saudi gov-
ernment said in a statement. 

“This deposit is a testament to the close cooper-
ation and historical ties that exist between the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Republic of 
Turkey and its brotherly people,” the statement 
said. The decision, which will shore up Turkey’s for-
eign reserves and help it combat inflation, was made 
on the order of King Salman and Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, it said. 

Turkey was already suffering from skyrocketing 
inflation and a weakening currency before last 
month’s massive 7.8-magnitude earthquake that 
rocked huge swathes of the country and parts of 
Syria, killing more than 50,000 people. With elec-

tions just a few months away, Erdogan must now 
absorb economic damage estimated at more than 
$34 billion by the World Bank. 

On Friday, United Arab Emirates and Turkey 
signed a free trade agreement - the latest step in 
improving ties long strained by regional disputes. For 
Turkey, the pact comes ahead of elections on May 14 
as President Recep Tayyip Erdogan sticks with con-
tested economic policies that have deterred many 
foreign investors. “The signing of the Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement with my friend 
@RTErdogan strengthens the partnership between 
the UAE & Turkey,” Emirati President Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan said on Twitter. 

The pact “builds on our longstanding ties to 
deliver further growth, opportunity & stability for 
our countries & our people,” he said. Turkish Trade 
Minister Mehmet Mus attended the signing in Abu 
Dhabi during a video summit between Sheikh 
Mohammed and Erdogan. The pact aims to elimi-
nate or reduce customs duties on 82 percent of 
goods and products, accounting for more than 

Continued on Page 6 
KAHRAMANMARAS: A photo shows debris from collapsed buildings dumped on top of a hill in 
Kahramanmaras, one month after a massive earthquake struck south-east Turkey. — AFP 

MoI probes suspect’s escape 
 
KUWAIT: Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah gave orders to launch an 
immediate investigation into an incident in which 
a person suspected of attempting to smuggle 18 
kg of hashish through the Salmi land border has 
reportedly managed to escape before arrest. The 
minister questioned the circumstances which led 
to the suspect’s escape.— Agencies 

Police bust hacking network 
 
FRANKFURT: German authorities said 
Monday they have uncovered a hacking network 
with links to Russia that targeted over 600 vic-
tims, including the British healthcare system, in 
an operation conducted with the FBI and 
Europe’s policing agency. After a lengthy investi-
gation, officials raided properties last week in 
Germany and Ukraine, according to police in the 
state of North Rhine-Westphalia, which led the 
probe. The network is accused of “digital black-
mail” and “computer sabotage”, and allegedly 
targeted its victims with ransomware, extorting 
large sums from them. — AFP  

Iran sentences six men 
 
TEHRAN: Iran has sentenced to death six men 
over attacks carried out by an ethnic Arab “ter-
rorist group” active in a province bordering 
Iraq, the judiciary said Monday. A court “has 
sentenced six members of the Harakat Al-Nidal 
terrorist group to death” in Ahvaz, capital of 
southwestern Khuzestan province, said the 
judiciary’s Mizan Online website. They were 
found guilty of “armed operations” between 
2017 and 2019 that killed four people, including 
a soldier and two members of the Basij paramil-
itary force, the report said. — AFP 

KUWAIT: People buy desert truffles, a delicacy unique to arid environments, 
at a market in Kuwait City of March 6, 2023. —  Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Prices of desert  
truffles drops  

 
By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Prices of the desert truf-
fles (Faqaa) dropped in the Kuwaiti 
market recently following a spurt in 
supply of the edible spores in the 
market. Kuwait Times spoke with sev-
eral vendors selling imported desert 
truffles from several countries. “There 
is a decrease in the prices of truffles 
due to the large quantities that exist-
ed this year. At the beginning of the 
season, the price per kilo of Syrian 
truffle ranged between KD 30 to 50. 

Now the prices dropped to KD 10 
and KD 12 per kilo and the large-
sized ones, which are called “sheikh,” 
range from KD 15 to 12 and medium 
sizes around KD 8,” Hussein Abu 
Adel, told Kuwait Times. 

He added that the Syrian truffles are 
the ones available in the market. 
Suppliers are waiting for the Iranian 
truffles soon to be imported. Kazem Bu 
Jawad said that some types of Syrian 
truffle reach KD 5 and 6 per kilo.  

Small numbers of Saudi and Iraqi 
truf f les  are a lso in  the market . 
Prices of Iraqi truffles start from 
KD 9-10 for the medium size, said 
Bu Jawad. “There is a lot of demand 
for truffles now, and there will be a 
further decrease in prices in the 
upcoming days. — (See Page 2)  

MoE bans fast food  
in Kuwait’s schools  

 
KUWAIT: The Undersecretary for Educational 
Development and Activities Dr Ghanem Al-Sulaimani 
on Monday issued a public memo banning fast food 
products in schools. “This is for the interest of our stu-
dents, and in order to implement the regulation for a 
healthy feeding standards set by the General Food 
Authority. Fast food products contain large amounts of 
fats and high calories - devoid of nutrients, which 
causes serious health damages,” the memo stated.   

The memo has been circulated to school principals 

and kindergartens. Al-Sulaimani stressed the need to 
adhere to the rules and to prevent delivery companies 
from entering inside the schools. “We should avoid 
giving unhealthy food to students,” Al-Sulaimani 
stressed in the memo. 

In another development, Juveniles Care of the Social 
Affairs Ministry in coordination with the Social and 
Psychological Services Department at  the Education 
Ministry organized awareness lectures for students on 
the dangers of drugs and the effects on the youths. 
Acting Assistant Undersecretary for Social Care, 
Director of Juveniles Care Department Dr Jassim Al-
Kandary said it is necessary to make students aware of 
the dangers of illicit drugs and how to avoid them. 

“We organized awareness lectures at various stages 

in cooperation with Social and Psychological Services 
Department. Three education zones were designated 
for a start. The department formed a team of experts 
who explained the dangers of drugs to students in var-
ious stages,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Education Minister Hamad Al-
Adwani said on Monday that students who possess 
“exceptional” prowess will be given full and uncondi-
tional support, underlining such backing as crucial to 
mold them into future leaders. The minister’s remarks 
came as he praised Kuwaiti student Ibrahim Al-Soula, 
who recently won top honors in a pan-Arab contest. 
The student said he is proud to have garnered such an 
accolade, emphasizing that his desire is to represent 
his country on a bigger stage. — Agencies  

Municipal Council 
approves project 

 
KUWAIT: The Municipal Council on 
Monday approved a request from the 
Public Institution for Social Security in 
Kuwait to allocate a piece of land for 
the development of an educational and 
entertainment project in Al-Jahra 
Governorate, reported KUNA. The 
educational and entertainment project 
was initially meant to be executed by 
the Public Authority for Agricultural 
Affairs and Fish Resources, according 

to media reports, but ownership has 
now been transferred to the social 
security institution.  

Early reports regarding the project 
said it was planned to become a land-
mark destination in Kuwait and the 
region. It would include a zoo, cultur-
al and educational centers, restau-
rants, a resort, indoor and outdoor 
waterparks and areas for horseback 
riding and golf court.  

The ambitious project, which has 
been reportedly under discussion for 
nearly 12 years, was expected to attract 
foreign investors and create many jobs 
for Kuwaitis. — (See Page 2)  


