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KUWAIT: Prices of the desert truffles (Faqaa)
dropped in the Kuwaiti market recently following a
spurt in supply of the edible spores in the market.
Kuwait Times spoke with several vendors selling
imported desert truffles from several countries. 

“There is a decrease in the prices of truffles
due to the large quantities that existed this year.
At the beginning of the season, the price per kilo
of Syrian truffle ranged between KD 30 to 50.
Now the prices dropped to KD 10 and KD 12
per kilo and the large-sized ones, which are
called “sheikh,” range from KD 15 to 12 and

medium sizes around KD 8,” Hussein Abu Adel,
told Kuwait Times.

He added that the Syrian truffles are the ones
available in the market. Suppliers are waiting for
the Iranian truffles soon to be imported.

Kazem Bu Jawad said that some types of Syrian
truffle reach KD 5 and 6 per kilo. 

Small numbers of Saudi and Iraqi truffles are
also in the market. Prices of Iraqi truffles start from
KD 9-10 for the medium size, said Bu Jawad.
“There is a lot of demand for truffles now, and
there will be a further decrease in prices in the
upcoming days.  The Saudi truffles used to be KD
50 and KD 60 per kilo. Luckily, this year is good

and the rain is heavy in Syria and Iraq.”
For Abdullah Abu Youssef, Iraqi truffles are sell-

ing out, leaving small amounts available in the mar-
ket. The Syrian truffles, on the other hand, are sell-
ing at KD 20 per four-kilo basket. The season will
continue until the end of April.

Gamal Al-Masry, another truffle vendor, said:
“We started late this season. Usually, the season
starts in December but we started in February.
There are different types of truffles “Zubaidi”,
“Shahba” and “Ekhlas” . The pr ices di f fer
depending on the size and from which country it
was imported.”

Mohsen Al-Anan said: “I’ve just received fresh

Syrian truffles, and we are currently sorting them
and removing impurities and dirt, then arranging
them according to size. A single piece weighs more
than a quarter of a kilo. The Syrian and Iraqi prices
range from KD 13 to 15, while the Kuwaiti and
Saudi ones are over KD 30 up to 100.”

The fungus, which can be white, brown, or
black, grows close to tree roots following rain and
soil irrigation. Its size ranges from three to 40 cen-
timeters per plant and its weight ranges from 20 to
400 grams. There are four well-known varieties of
truffles. “Al-Zubaidi”, which has a pleasant scent
and is mostly white, is known for its large size and
high nutritional value.

Supply glut sends truffle 
prices plunging in Kuwait

Prices range from KD 8 to 15, depending on country of origin and size

KUWAIT: Vendors display truffles at a market in Kuwait. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Customers at a truffle market as prices of the commodity tumbled following oversupply. 

A customer checks truffles at a shop.

KUWAIT: Dr Sultan Al-Daihani and other officials during the inauguration of the Ishbiliya Public Library.  — KUNA photos

People visit a truffle market. A vendor displays his merchandise.

NCCAL celebrates 
Ishbiliya Public 
Library opening
KUWAIT: Assistant Secretary-General of the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL) Dr Sultan Al-Daihani inaugurated
Monday, the Ishbiliya Public Library, in conjunction
with the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
establishment of Al-Ahliya Library. 

The library includes more than 15,000 different
books and a special exhibition of rare manuscripts
from the National Library of Kuwait. The event is
part of the 28th Qurain Cultural Festival, which was
launched Sunday.

Founded by Sheikh Yusuf bin Issa Al-Qinai,
Abdul Hamid Al-Sanea and Sultan Al-Kulaib, Al-
Ahliya Library was first opened on Jan 23, 1923.

The library’s name has
been changed to the
“National Library of
Kuwait” since 1994.

Daihani, who is also
the Director General of
the National Library of
Kuwait, stressed the
importance of Al-Ahliya
Library as the starting
point for the National
Library of Kuwait and all
public libraries in the
country. He said an exhi-

bition showcasing the history of public libraries in
Kuwait will be held on the sidelines of the event,
with the participation of a group of historians. 

The event, said Daihani, is meant to highlight the
importance of public libraries in the country as cul-
tural centers that provide information and where
people can attend lectures, seminars and cultural
exhibitions that enrich their knowledge. — KUNA 

Dr Sultan Al-Daihani

A selection of old manuscripts from the National Library of Kuwait. 

Municipal Council
decides fate of two 
entertainment projects
KUWAIT: The Municipal Council approved
Monday a request from the Public Institution for
Social Security in Kuwait to allocate a piece of
land for the development of an educational and
entertainment project in Al-Jahra Governorate,
reported KUNA. 

The educational and entertainment project was
initially meant to be executed by the Public
Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources, according to media reports. But owner-
ship has now been transferred to the social security
institution. Early reports regarding the project said
it was planned to become a landmark destination in
Kuwait and the region. It would include a zoo, cul-
tural and educational centers, restaurants, a resort,
indoor and outdoor waterparks and areas for
horseback riding and playing golf. The ambitious
project, which has been reportedly under discussion
for nearly 12 years, was expected to attract foreign
investors and create many jobs for Kuwaitis. 

Also on Monday, the council rejected the “Al-
Jahra Corniche” development project, which
would have designated more than 5 mil l ion
square meters of land between the Doha western

station and Al-Jahra Nature Reserve for invest-
ment by the private sector.

The council’s technical committee had recom-
mended the approval of the project at its meeting in
early February. The project would have included
governmental and residential buildings and ameni-
ties, including a tram station. There were also plans
to build resorts, a soccer academy and a center for
environmental research in the area. The project has
been in discussion since at least July 2022 when the
Council of Ministers recommended that relevant
government bodies begin researching the project.

Kuwait Municipality had stipulated - as a condition
for the final approval of the project - that the council
would work with the finance ministry to remove the
chalets already present in the area. —Agencies

Store selling product 
with Zionist entity 
name closed
KUWAIT: The commerce and industry ministry
has issued a violation report against a store in the
Avenues Mall that had displayed a product that
contained the Zionist entity’s name.

Investigations revealed that the product, a
globe, was found to contain the name of the
Zionist entity replacing Palestine. The emergency
team has proceeded to take legal action against
the store in question.

In other related news, Commerce and Industry
Minister Mazen Al-Nahedh announced a decision
to add 14 commercial activities to the commercial
activity guide in the Gulf Cooperation Council,
including the activity of organizing celebrations
and private events.

The activities also included the design of pre-
cious jewelry, wholesale and retail of perfumes

and incense, fodder brokerage, in addition to the
retail sale of chocolate and cocoa as well as the
retail sale of spices.


