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Durant produces a 37-point  
masterpiece; Suns sink Mavs

Curry tastes defeat on return
LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant produced a 37-
point masterpiece as the Phoenix Suns defeated the 
Dallas Mavericks while Steph Curry’s return from 
injury was not enough to prevent Golden State 
falling to the Los Angeles Lakers in the NBA on 
Sunday. In the Eastern Conference, the New York 
Knicks made it nine straight wins with a thrilling 
victory in double overtime against the second-
placed Boston Celtics. A packed slate of NBA 
games featured two heavyweight fixtures in the 
Western Conference, with Durant going up against 
former Brooklyn team-mate Kyrie Irving as the 
Suns traveled to Dallas, where they claimed a nail-
biting 130-126 victory. 

In Los Angeles, Curry’s return was a further boost 
to the in-form Warriors but it was the Lakers who 
claimed a precious 113-105 win to keep their playoff 
hopes on track. Phoenix’s clash with Dallas lived up 
to the hype, with 13 lead changes in a contest that 
went down to the wire. Durant, traded to Phoenix in 
a blockbuster move from the Nets last month, deliv-
ered a signature clutch performance to guide the 
Suns to victory. The 34-year-old scored the go-
ahead basket with less than 12 seconds remaining 
before adding two late free throws to ice the game. 

Durant received support from Devin Booker, 
who added 36 points, 10 assists and five rebounds, 
while Chris Paul added 11 points. “We dug down 
deep,” Durant said. “Just tried to do my best and 
finish the shot. Guys were moving the ball all night 
- it was a good win.” Durant said he had not been 
distracted by playing against former Nets team-
mate Irving. “I’ve played more of my career 
against him than with him so it didn’t feel any dif-
ferent,” Durant said. “We just want to keep build-
ing.” Dallas star Luka Doncic finished with 34 

points, with Irving contributing 30 points and Tim 
Hardaway Jr adding 21 off the bench. 

 
Davis leads Lakers 

Tempers flared in the dying seconds with Doncic 
and Booker going nose-to-nose after the Slovenian 
squandered a relatively straightforward chance to tie 
the game with six seconds remaining. Doncic con-
fronted Booker after the Phoenix star appeared to 
taunt the Dallas talisman, triggering a confrontation 
between players from both teams. 

“It’s a competitive game. It’s all good,” Doncic said 
of his spat with Booker. “Next time, just don’t wait 
until there’s three seconds left to talk.” Booker 
laughed off the verbal dust-up. “It was just two com-
petitors going at it,” he said afterwards. “I’ve no 
problem with Luka on or off the court - but when 
we’re competing, we’re competing.” Phoenix 
improved to 36-29 to stay in fourth spot in the West 
while Dallas fell to 33-32. The Mavs are in seventh, 
just outside the automatic postseason places. 

In Los Angeles, Anthony Davis once again came 
up big for the Lakers in the absence of the injured 
LeBron James to help secure victory over the 
Warriors. Davis finished with 39 points, eight 
rebounds and six assists as six Lakers players finished 
in double figures. The Lakers sprinted into a 20-point 
lead in the first quarter and then held off a second-
half rally from the NBA champions. The returning 
Curry led the Golden State scoring with 27 points 
while Klay Thompson added 22. 

The Warriors fell to 34-31 with the loss and are 
fifth in the Western Conference. The Lakers improved 
to 31-34, and are just outside the play-in places. The 
Knicks were without star point guard Jalen Brunson 
for the trip to Boston but his replacement Immanuel 

Quickley put up a career-high 38 points in a 131-129 
win after double overtime. The Knicks went on a 21-2 
run at the end of the third and into the fourth quarter 
but Boston, who trailed by seven with 1:25 left in the 
game, were able to take the contest into overtime. 

With the last play of the game, Al Horford had a 
chance to win it for Boston but his three-point 
attempt from the corner bounced out off the rim. 

Jayson Tatum top-scored for Boston with 40 points 
while RJ Barrett had 29 points and Julius Randle 
scored 30 for the on-fire Knicks. Eastern Conference 
leaders the Milwaukee Bucks bounced back from 
their loss to the Philadelphia 76ers, beating the 
Washington Wizards 117-111. Giannis Antetokounmpo 
claimed his fourth triple double of the campaign with 
23 points, 13 assists and 10 rebounds. —AFP

DALLAS: Kevin Durant #35 of the Phoenix Suns slam dunks in the second half of the game against the Dallas Mavericks 
at American Airlines Center on March 5, 2023. —AFP

 

Kitayama seals  
maiden PGA  
Tour victory  

 
MIAMI: Kurt Kitayama kept his cool in a 
nerve-shredding final round to clinch the first 
PGA Tour victory of his much-traveled career 
at the Arnold Palmer Invitational in Orlando 
on Sunday. The 30-year-old journeyman, who 
led by one at the start of the final round, held 
off a ferocious challenge from some of the 
biggest names in world golf to card an even-
par 72 and complete a one-shot victory. 
Kitayama’s hopes of a maiden win appeared 
to have faded after a disastrous end to the 
front nine, when he took a triple-bogey seven 
to relinquish the lead. 

But the 46th-ranked California steadied the 
ship to stay in the hunt down the stretch, reel-
ing off seven straight pars before sinking a 
13-foot birdie putt at the 17th to reclaim top 
spot on the leaderboard on nine under. Until 
that point, it looked as if the tournament was 
destined for a playoff, with big guns Rory 
McIlroy and Scottie Scheffler both firmly in 
the hunt for the title. No fewer than five play-
ers shared the lead at one stage with just a 
few holes remaining. 

There was to be no denying victory to 
Kitayama however, who approached the 18th 
knowing that a par would be enough to hang 
on to his slender advantage-and pocket a win-
ner’s cheque of $3.6 million. His tee shot flew 
into the thick rough down the left hand side of 
the fairway on 18, but he blasted a second 
safely onto the green to leave himself two 
putts for victory. He almost sealed it with his 
first putt, rolling a 47-footer to the very lip of 
the cup to roars from the packed galleries, 
before eventually tapping in for par. 

 
Sweet dreams 

“It was really hard. I’m going to sleep really 
well tonight. It’s everything I kind of mentally 
prepared myself for,” said Kitayama. “I’ve 
always dreamed of winning on the Tour and to 
finally do it, it’s pretty amazing.” The win was 
especially sweet for Kitayama, who finished as 
a runner-up three times in 2022. Kitayama 
arrived on the PGA Tour after a challenging 
start to his career, playing on the developmen-
tal Web.com Tour with little success after turn-
ing professional in 2015 before moving to the 
Asian Tour in 2018. 

He switched to the European Tour in 2019, 
where he has two won twice, before finally 
earning a PGA Tour card in 2021. For long 
periods on Sunday it looked as if it was going 
to be another near-miss for the Californian, as 
other players began building up a head of 
steam down the stretch. But as the tension 
mounted, player after player squandered 
opportunit ies to take the lead as putts 
refused to drop. 

Northern Ireland star McIlroy just missed a 
birdie putt on the 18th that would have put him 
on nine under, while Scheffler missed a birdie 
putt on the 17th that could have put him in the 
leading pack. McIlroy carded a two-under-par 
70 to close, finishing tied for second on eight 
under alongside Harris English, who also shot a 
70. McIlroy looked to be ready to sweep to 
victory after starting the back nine with three 
birdies in his first four holes to move into the 
lead, before back-to-back bogeys on the 14th 
and 15th checked his progress. —AFP 

Kuwait shooters  
win bronze in  
Asia Cup 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait 10meters Air Rifle mixed team 
of Ali Farhan Al-Mutairi and Mariam Mohammad 
Erzouqi won the Bronze medal in the Asia Cup 

for Pistol and Rifle Championship being held in 
Jakarta, Indonesia, following a strong competition 
with the Indonesians and Koreans who ended 
first and second respectively. 

Secretary General  of  Kuwait  and Arab 
Shoot ing Federat ions  Obaid  Munahi  Al-
Osaimi dedicated this achievement to HH the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the  Crown Pr ince  She ikh 
Misha l  A l-Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al-Sabah on 
behalf  of  the entire shooting community, 
adding that the support of HH the Amir and 

HH Crown Prince gives shooters more deter-
mination to make achievements. Al-Osaimi 
said he is  proud with the results  Kuwait 
shooters made so far. 

Al-Osaimi also lauded the role of President 
of  Asian Shoot ing Confederat ion Sheikh 
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Honorary 
President of Kuwait Shooting Sport Club for 
h is  support  of  Kuwait  shoot ing. He a lso 
thanked Information Minister, State Minister 
for Youth Affairs Abdelrahman Al-Mutairi and 
Public Authority for Sport. 

Kuwait International  
Jet Ski Championship 

 
KUWAIT: Kuwait International Jet Ski 
Championship, organized by the Marine Sports 
Club in Marina Crescent has concluded its activi-
ties with more than 40 participants competing in 
seven categories. The competitor Youssef Al-
Abdrazzaq won first place in the category (Senior 
Professional Sitting), while Rashid Al-Dawas came 
in the second place, and the Emirati Amer Al-
Huwair came in the third place.  

The first place in the category (professional sit-
ting) was won by competitor Rashid Al-Dawas, 
while the Emirati Abdullah Al-Hammadi came in the 
second place, and his compatriot Rashid Al-Huwair 
came in the third place. In the category (Standing 
Professionals), Emirati Saeed Al-Awadi won the first 
place, while his compatriot Abdullah Al-Hammadi 
came in the second place, and his compatriot Sultan 
Al-Hammadi came third. In the (Amateur Sitting) 
category, Fares Ramadan took first place, while 
Emirati Ahmed Al-Hammadi came in second place, 
and Ahmed Al Khodari third.  —KUNA

Farhan Al-Mutairi and Mariam Erzouqi pose for a photo.

Ericsson wins IndyCar  
opener as Grosjean  
crashes out 

 
MIAMI: Sweden’s Marcus Ericsson won IndyCar’s season-
opening Grand Prix of St. Petersburg in Florida on Sunday, 
prevailing after a chaotic race that saw pole-winner Romain 
Grosjean crash out after a controversial collision with Team 
Penske driver Scott McLaughlin. Chip Ganassi’s Ericsson 
snatched victory in dramatic circumstances, darting past 
Mexico’s Pato O’Ward with two laps to go after the Arrow 
McLaren driver’s car momentarily lost power. 

O’Ward was forced to settle for second while 
Ericsson’s Chip Ganassi team-mate Scott Dixon took third 
in the 180-mile 100-lap race. Ericsson admitted that his 
victory had an element of good fortune. “It was our day I 
think,” Ericsson said. “That’s racing. I feel bad for Pato 
having an issue but that’s racing. “We were hunting him 
down all the way through, putting the pressure on and 
that’s when things can happen...really proud of the team. 
That’s a hell of a start to the season.” 

O’Ward was disconsolate after agonizingly missing out 
on victory. “We did everything right today. It’s just, there’s 
always something,” O’Ward said. “The boys deserved that. 
But we gave that one away. We can’t have that happen any 
more.” Ericsson’s last-gasp victory was the final twist of an 
incident-packed race that erupted in chaos on the first 
lap.Contact between Dixon and Felix Rosenqvist triggered 
a spectacular pile-up that took out Santino Ferrucci, Sting 
Ray Robb, Devlin DeFrancesco, Helio Castroneves, Simon 
Pagenaud and Benjamin Pedersen. 

DeFrancesco’s  Andrett i  Steinbrenner was sent 
hur t l ing  in to  the  a i r  a f ter  Pedersen ’s  AJ  Foyt 
Enterprises car slammed into his side. Remarkably, 
DeFrancesco avoided serious injury whi le Dixon, 
Rosenqvist and Robb limped back to the pits and were 
eventually able to continue racing. Arguably the most 
controversial moment came on lap 72, when pole-win-
ner Grosjean of Andretti Autosport crashed out after a 
collision with Team Penske’s McLaughlin as the two 
men surged into turn three. —AFP 


