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Barcelona move 9 points clear 
Madrid stumble; Barca beat Valencia 1-0

BARCELONA: Barcelona clung on with 10 men to beat 
Valencia 1-0 and move nine points clear of Real Madrid 
at the top of La Liga on Sunday, thanks to Raphinha’s 
early header. The champions could not find a way 
through against Real Betis in an entertaining 0-0 draw 
later on at the Benito Villamarin. Brazilian winger 
Raphinha nodded Barca in front in the 16th minute. But 
after Ferran Torres missed a penalty and Ronald Araujo 
was sent off, the hosts were left fighting tooth and nail 
for the three points. 

They retreated in the final half hour following Araujo’s 
59th minute red card but survived to beat Ruben Baraja’s 
Valencia, who are 19th and two points from safety. “We 
suffered too much, we had many chances to score the 
second,” Xavi told reporters. “It can’t be that we have to 
finish games like that when we have chances. We have to 
learn how to close out games.” 

Barcelona’s 1-0 Copa del Rey semi-final first-leg 
triumph over Madrid on Thursday followed two con-
secutive defeats, and this narrow victory felt like a sig-
nificant step towards a first league title since 2019. 
Without top scorer Robert Lewandowski, midfield 

maestros Pedri and Gavi and winger Ousmane 
Dembele, the Catalans did just enough to win. Valencia 
resisted early Barcelona pressure but came undone 
when Sergio Busquets lofted a pass into the area for 
Raphinha to meet with a cunning run and a header 
over Giorgi Mamardashvili. 

Samuel Lino missed a big chance for Valencia in the 
first half, and early in the second Barcelona should have 
moved two ahead when Hugo Guillamon was penalized 
for handball. Torres grabbed the ball to take the penalty, 
although Ansu Fati also wanted it and the pair 
exchanged words, increasing the pressure on the 
Spaniard, who hit the post. Fati hit the woodwork him-
self moments later, before a mistake from Jules Kounde 
left Barcelona with 10 men. 

The French defender’s header back towards his own 
goal sent Hugo Duro through. Araujo dragged down 
the striker and saw red. Valencia put pressure on 
Barcelona without troubling Marc-Andre ter Stegen, 
who kept his 18th La Liga clean sheet of the season. 
The visitors might have been awarded a late penalty 
when Franck Kessie tangled with Fran Perez, but the 

referee waved away their desperate - and not 
unfounded - appeals. “I thought the referee was going 
to blow for (the penalty), he steps on him and there’s 
contact,” said Valencia’s Hugo Guillamon. 

 
Madrid stumble 

Reigning champions Madrid forged the better 
openings against Betis but could not find the goal 
they needed to stay as close as possible on 
Barcelona’s tail. Karim Benzema had a free-kick strike 
disallowed while Betis goalkeeper Claudio Bravo 
made fine saves to deny the French forward and 
Vinicius Junior. Thibaut Courtois was also forced into 
two superb stops by Betis who showed why they are 
in contention for a Champions League place next 
season with a hearty performance. “It’s quite evident 
what we’re lacking, we have to be more efficient,” 
Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti told Movistar. 

“Sometimes opponents close up at the back, but 
we have the quality and we have to do it better.” The 
coach did not think his team’s title defense was over, 
despite the setback. “It’s not impossible. It’s very 

difficult, but we have no doubt we will try until the 
end,” added Ancelotti. Madrid winger Vinicius, as 
has become customary in La Liga, was engaged in a 
running battle with the Betis defense. Vinicius has 
not scored away from home in the top flight since 
August, but brilliantly set up Benzema at the start of 
the second half with former Barcelona stopper 
Bravo parrying the effort. 

It was Madrid’s first shot on target since last 
weekend’s 1-1 draw against Atletico Madrid. Los 
Blancos have scored just once in their last three 
games - from a corner. “I’m more upset than angry,” 
said Ancelotti. “I’m upset that this team, with this 
quality, can’t score a goal in three games (from open 
play).” Courtois made a stunning save to thwart Borja 
Iglesias at the other end, when the striker seemed 
poised to score. “We had moments in which we had 
clear openings, my chance with Thibaut,” Iglesias told 
Movistar. “That’s why this guy wins what he wins - he 
saves a lot.” Real Valladolid climbed to 14th with a 2-1 
over Espanyol, while Rayo Vallecano and Athletic 
Bilbao shared a 0-0 draw. — AFP 

BARCELONA: Barcelona’s Brazilian forward Raphinha (left) vies with Valencia’s Spanish midfielder Hugo Guillamon during the Spanish League football match between FC Barcelona and Valencia CF on March 5, 2023. — AFP 

United try to  
reset after a  
brutal defeat  

 
LONDON: Manchester United’s embarrassing 7-0 
mauling by Liverpool was a brutal reality check for 
Erik ten Hag’s improving side but the manager has 
urged his men to bounce back this week. Just a week 
after winning their first silverware for six years, United 
were put to the sword by Jurgen Klopp’s revitalized 
side on Sunday, collapsing as Liverpool smashed in six 
goals in the second half at Anfield. 

Ten Hag’s men had travelled to the home of their 
biggest rivals with a spring in their step after just one 
defeat in 22 games and still on a high after beating 
Newcastle to win the League Cup at Wembley. Their 
impressive run also included a landmark win against 
Barcelona in the Europa League as they chased success 
on four fronts. But they came away from Anfield with their 
tails between their legs after the joint-heaviest defeat in 
the storied history of the 20-time English champions. 

The humiliation ends fanciful talk of a potential 
quadruple, leaving third-placed United 14 points 
behind leaders Arsenal and well adrift of second-
placed Manchester City. Ten Hag was scathing in his 
assessment of his team, accusing the players of an 
“unprofessional” and “unacceptable” performance. The 
wretched display shows how much work the Dutchman 
still has to do to rebuild a club that have not won the 
Premier League since 2013, despite unmistakeable 
signs of progress this season. 

United had already endured an embarrassing 6-3 
defeat at Manchester City this season, as well as a 4-0 
loss at Brentford. The debacle at Anfield was a new low 
but Ten Hag urged his team to use it as motivation for 
the rest of the season, starting in Thursday’s Europa 
League last-16 first leg at home to Real Betis. “We 
have seen in the past we can bounce back-after 

Brentford, after Manchester City,” he told the BBC. 
“This is definitely a strong setback and is unaccept-
able. I’m really disappointed and angry about it. “It is a 
reality check. We have to take this strong.” 

After an evenly matched first half, United were torn 
to shreds by a Liverpool team who themselves suffered 
the humiliation of a 5-2 Champions League defeat by 
Real Madrid last month. The much-vaunted Casemiro 
was a bystander as the visitors were overrun in mid-
field and United’s defending was shambolic as the 
home team seemingly scored at will. United skipper 
Bruno Fernandes came in for particularly harsh criti-
cism from former United captains Roy Keane and Gary 
Neville. Speaking after the final whistle, Keane told 
Sky Sports: “Fernandes’ body language today was 
nothing short of a disgrace, for me. — AFP 

LIVERPOOL: Manchester United’s Dutch manager Erik ten 
Hag (center) consoles Manchester United’s Brazilian mid-
fielder Fred (left) as he is substituted during the English 
Premier League football match between Liverpool and 
Manchester United on March 5, 2023. — AFP 

Mancini fires Roma  
into top four; Inter  
retake Serie A 2nd  

 
MILAN: Gianluca Mancini fired Roma into 
Serie A’s Champions League places with 
the only goal in Sunday’s 1-0 win over 
Juventus, while Inter beat Lecce to regain 
second place. Italy defender Mancini let rip 
with a perfectly-struck shot six minutes 
after half-time of a tight contest in 
Rome, lifting Roma up to 
fourth with his first 

goal of the season. Jose Mourinho’s team are 
12 points ahead of eighth-placed Juve who 
played the final minutes a man down follow-
ing a moment of madness from substitute 
Moise Kean, who booted Mancini to the 
ground just 40 seconds after being brought 
on as a late substitute. 

Roma moved above AC Milan on goal 
difference thanks to the champions’ defeat 
at Fiorentina on Saturday night and are 
three points behind Inter. “We won because 
the players gave everything... it was the 
players’ attitude which won the match 

tonight,” said Mourinho to DAZN. “We’re a team that 
when we’re on it, we’re on it, but we need to be aware of 
our limitations. When you know them you play to hide 
them and you get results.” 

Champions League football looks increasingly unlikely 
for Juve, who hit the woodwork three times on a frustrat-
ing night, unless their 15-point penalty for illicit transfer 
activity is overturned on appeal. Mourinho was in the 

Roma dugout after his two-match ban for a row with 
officials at Cremonese was suspended. The Portuguese 
coach is not famed for expansive football and the 

teams served up a dour spectacle in the 
opening half, which would have ended 

with Juve ahead had Rui Patricio not 
pulled off a magnificent save to 

tip Adrien Rabiot’s close-
range header 

onto the post. All the hosts had 
mustered up to that point was a 
speculative shot from former Juve 
star Paulo Dybala, playing up 
front on his own, which was easily 
saved by Wojciech Szczesny. But 
Mancini clattered Roma ahead 
just as Juve looked to be gaining 
a foothold. — AFP 

ROME: AS Roma’s Italian defender Gianluca Mancini celebrates after 
opening the scoring during the Italian Serie A football match between 
AS Roma and Juventus on March 5, 2023. — AFP  


