
KUWAIT:  Min is te r  o f  Pub l i c  Works  and 
Minister of Electricity, Water and Renewable 
Energy  Aman i  Bugammaz  d i scussed  on 
Tuesday with  a  number  of  f r iendly  s tates ’ 
ambassadors the participation of companies 
from their countries in road ventures. 

She indicated that a number of companies had 
been selected up for entering tenders for main-
taining roads and streets, noting her desire to 
employ new technologies for renovating roads.  

The minister affirmed the companies to be 
qualified must have sufficient expertise and a 
record of quality works, as well as the ability to 
train Kuwaiti engineers. The meeting grouped the 
ambassadors of South Korea, France, Japan, 
China and Turkey, and the charges d’affaires of 
US and Germany. — KUNA 
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Kuwait underlines anti-terror 
efforts at coalition meeting

Gathering aims at reintegrating foreign fighters after rehabilitation
By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait exerts great efforts to fight terrorism 
and dry out its sources and plays an effective role as a 
member of the Global Coalition against Daesh during its 
co-leadership of the coalition’s Foreign Terrorist Fighters 
Working Group, in addition to Turkey and the 
Netherlands, a Kuwaiti official said. 

Addressing a meeting of the group held in Kuwait 
on Tuesday, Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister 
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi said the gathering 
aimed at finding a clear-cut mechanism to reintegrate 
foreign fighters into their societies after putting them 
under rehabilitation programs following fair trials pur-
suant to human rights principles. 

Otaibi stressed the country’s support for internation-
al efforts to combat terrorist groups, adding this is the 
second consecutive meeting Kuwait has hosted in less 
than a year, which shows Kuwait’s keenness to enhance 
cooperation with the countries of the global coalition. 
“Kuwait is also keen to exert efforts to facilitate the 
process of transferring foreign fighters to their countries 
of origin in cooperation with the United States and oth-
er countries,” he said, pointing out that the main objec-

tive of forming the working group within the framework 
of the coalition is to limit the flow of fighters to conflict 
areas, where there is always a need for continuous coor-
dination and the formation of new mechanisms. 

Otaibi said in a statement to the press that before 
the establishment of the coalition, Kuwait was commit-
ted to working to confront terrorism financing and 
committed to implementing it, but it is difficult to com-
pletely eliminate it and the danger still exists, so coor-
dination and meetings are necessary. 

Otaibi mentioned Kuwait has contributed to the 
transfer of around 648 fighters and their families from 12 
countries on different continents since Sept 2019, 
stressing the importance of continuing to activate the 
guiding principles of Kuwait, which were adopted in Feb 
2018 at the first ministerial meeting of the coalition to be 
held in Asia, which emphasized thwarting the sources of 
funding for IS, disrupting its ability to carry out terrorist 
acts and exchanging information in this regard. 

“This in addition to transferring and facilitating the 
return of terrorist fighters to their countries, providing 
all possible means for rehabilitation and integration 
into societies, and supporting Iraq in the transition 
from the stage of restoring stability to the stage of 
sustainable reconstruction,” Otaibi said.

KUWAIT: (From left) Head of Counterterrorism & National Security Division at the Dutch Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Mina Noor, Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Mansour Al-Otaibi, Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister 
for Development and International Cooperation Hamad Al-Mashaan and Head of Section and Deputy 
General at Turkey’s Directorate for Security and Intelligence Ayse Azra Kiran attend the Global Coalition’s 
Foreign Terrorist Fighters Working Group Meeting on March 7, 2023.  — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Foreign firms to 
bid for Kuwait 
road projects 

KUWAIT: Public Works Minister Amani Bugammaz discusses road projects with foreign envoys on March 7, 2023. — KUNA 

Qatari Amir names 
new prime minister

DOHA: Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
Al-Thani is sworn in as the new Qatari prime 
minister on March 7, 2023. — AFP 

DOHA: Qatar’s Amir named his top diplomat 
as prime minister Tuesday and brought in a 
new interior minister in what observers called 
the completion of a changing of the guard in 
the wealthy Gulf  state. The ruler’s off ice 
announced that Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani had accepted the resignation of prime 
minister and interior minister Sheikh Khalid 
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani. 

Foreign Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman 
Al-Thani was named as the new head of govern-
ment and was sworn-in within hours of the change, 
state media reported. Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad bin 
Khalifa Al-Thani, who headed the government 
security committee for last year’s World Cup, 
became interior minister. 

At 42, the new prime minister, an economist, is 
the same age as the Amir and the new interior min-
ister is also of the same generation. Sheikh Khalifa 
had also served in the Lekhwiya internal security 
force. The outgoing prime minister, 55, had only 
been in office since Jan 2020. The current Amir’s 
father Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani abdicated 
in favor of his son in 2013. 

The current Amir has not introduced any major 
changes to the foreign policy of the resolutely pro-
US Gulf state. But Qatar’s growing wealth built on 
its massive natural gas reserves has brought huge 
changes to the tiny state and its international profile. 

The population has increased by a third to 
about three million in the past decade, mainly 
fueled by a massive influx of migrant workers. 
Political parties are still banned but Qataris held a 
first direct election in 2021 for a consultative coun-
cil. Qatar organized last year’s World Cup as part 
of a campaign to become an international sports 
hub and also sought a greater diplomatic and 
mediation role in geopolitical disputes. — AFP 


