
TOKYO: Japan’s second attempt to launch its next-
generation H3 rocket failed after liftoff on Tuesday, with
the spacecraft forced to self-destruct after the com-
mand centre concluded the mission could not succeed.

The failure is a blow for Japan’s space agency
JAXA, which has billed the rocket as a flexible
and cost-effective new flagship. Its launch had
already been delayed by several years, and then a
first attempt last month failed when the solid
rocket boosters did not ignite.

Tuesday’s launch from the Tanegashima Space
Center in southwestern Japan initially appeared to
be a success, with the rocket lifting off. The first-
stage separation appeared to go as planned, but
signs of trouble soon emerged.

“It seems that the velocity is coming down,”
announcers on the JAXA live feed said while the
rocket was about 300 kilometres (185 miles) above

ground. The command centre then announced: “The
second stage engine ignition has not been con-
firmed yet, we continue to confirm the situation.”

The live feed was briefly halted, with a message
reading, “We are currently checking the status.
Please wait.” When it resumed, the command centre
confirmed the bad news. “Destruct command has
been transmitted to H3 because there was no possi-
bility of achieving the mission.”

The rocket was not going to reach its planned
trajectory without confirmation of the second stage
engine, JAXA Vice President Yasuhiro Funo told a
news conference. Debris from the destroyed rocket
is believed to have fallen in waters east of the
Philippines, he said.

‘Efforts to restore confidence’ 
The cause of the failure will be investigated, said

JAXA President Hiroshi Yamakawa. “When a failure
like this happens, it is important that we show how
quickly we can move and show our findings with
transparency,” he said. “My responsibility is to
focus on discovering the cause and make efforts to
restore confidence in our rockets.

The H3 rocket was developed for more frequent
commercial launches as well as better cost efficien-
cy and reliability and has been mooted as a possible
competitor to Space X’s Falcon 9. “The H3 rocket is
a very important rocket for not only the government
of Japan but also for private sector businesses to
access space,” Yamakawa said.

JAXA has said it envisions the H3 becoming a
workhorse that could be launched six times or so
annually for around two decades. There were no
details on how long the investigation into the failure
might take and whether or when JAXA could

attempt a new launch.
Developed by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, the

H-3 is the successor to the H-IIA model, which
debuted in 2001. Tuesday’s launch was carrying the
ALOS-3 observation satellite, touted as having
improved resolution and intended to help with dis-
aster management and other monitoring.

The incident is not the only recent blow for
JAXA. In October 2022, the agency was forced to
send a self-destruct order to its solid-fuel Epsilon
rocket after take-off. It was carrying satellites into
orbit to demonstrate new technologies.

That was Japan’s first failed rocket launch
since 2003. The Epsilon rocket has been in serv-
ice since 2013. It is smaller than the country’s
previous liquid-fuelled model, and a successor to
the solid-fuel “M-5” rocket that was retired in
2006 due to its high cost. — AFP
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Japan destroys rocket after lift-off failure
TANEGASHIMA SPACE CENTER: Visitors watch the launch of the “H3” rocket, a Japan’s next generation rocket carrying the advanced optical satellite “Daichi 3”, at the Tanegashima Space Center in Kagoshima, southwestern
Japan on March 7, 2023. — AFP

Two strong 
earthquakes 
rock Philippines
MANILA: Two strong earthquakes jolted
the southern Philippines on Tuesday, author-
ities said, with the second damaging build-
ings and forcing the evacuation of hundreds
of villagers from their homes. A 6.0-magni-
tude quake struck at about 2:00 pm (0600
GMT), a few kilometres from Maragusan
municipality in the mountainous gold-mining
province of Davao de Oro on Mindanao
island, the US Geological Survey said.

Local authorities said there were no
reports of casualties or significant damage.
But a shallower second quake, measuring 5.6
magnitude, hit nearly three hours later in the
neighbouring municipality of New Bataan,
triggering the collapse of some houses.

New Bataan disaster officer Lynne
Dollolasa said nearly 300 people were
forced to leave their homes in Andap vil-
lage, where “a number of houses col-
lapsed”. About 100 people inside a shop-
ping mall in Tagum city, in the adjacent
province of Davao del Norte, were hit by
falling glasses and plates as they fled the

building, said Jay Suaybaguio, the provin-
cial information officer.

“I was in the third floor buying office
supplies when the quake suddenly
struck,” Suaybaguio told AFP. “When we
reached the first floor we saw broken
bottles of wine and condiments. The lights
went out but emergency lights turned on,
helping us to find our way.”

Photos posted on the Facebook page of
the Davao del Norte disaster agency
showed collapsed ceiling sections inside
the Tagum shopping mall, which it attrib-

uted to “the series of earthquake inci-
dents”. The Davao del Norte government
suspended work and classes on Tuesday
and Wednesday to allow for inspections of
public buildings and infrastructure.

The first quake lasted about 30 seconds
and was followed by aftershocks, said
Corporal Stephanie Clemen, a police offi-
cer in Tagum, about 40 kilometres (25
miles) from Maragusan. “We immediately
went under our desks and when the ground
stopped shaking we went straight outside,”
Clemen told AFP. — AFP

MATI: Handout photo shows students taking shelter inside their classroom in Mati, after a
6.0-magnitude earthquake jolted the southern Philippines. —AFP

Biden woos blue 
collar Americans 
for re-election
HOUSTON: President Joe Biden sought
again to woo working white Americans,
fine-tuning his words as he wages an all
but official campaign for re-election and
hoping to win over a demographic that
snubbed him in 2020. “No billionaire
should be paying a lower tax rate than a
firefighter,” Biden said in a speech to
firefighters on Monday.

Since the start of his term in the White
House, Biden, now 80, has told the same
stories about growing up in a blue collar,
middle class family in the factory town of

Scranton, Pennsylvania. But since his
State of the Union address to Congress
on February 7 — seen as the informal
start of his quest for another term-Biden
has really hammered away at this image
of himself as a man of the people, a regu-
lar guy who can sympathize with families
struggling to make ends meet.

In his speeches these days-like Monday
before the first union to endorse him in
2020, the International Association of Fire
Fighters-the flow of his message has been
practically predictable. First comes an
obligatory reference to his father, who
Biden depicts as an example of proud,
hardworking folk and would often say to
him, “Joey, a job is about a lot more than a
paycheck. It’s about your dignity.”

“It’s about being able to look your
kid in the eye and say, ‘Honey, it’s going
to be OK,’ and mean it,” Biden said in

his February 7 address. He has repeated
these words often since then. Then there
is Biden’s frequent allusion to his no-
frills childhood home-three rooms for
his parents, four children and a grandfa-
ther-which he bills as certifying his mid-
dle class credentials.

Biden also likes to talk about the need
for everybody to pay their fair share of
taxes, but does so with a nod to the glory
of free enterprise in the country where it
is sacrosanct. “I’m a capitalist. You want
to go and make a lot of money? Go and
do it but at least pay something,” Biden
told the firefighters on Monday. “Do you
know what their average tax rate is? t-h-
r-e-e %. Poor people,” Biden said, joking
about billionaires. Biden will unveil the
annual federal  budget blueprint on
Thursday and has again pledged to raise
taxes on the rich. — AFP


