
PARIS: Fuel deliveries and public transport were 
severely disrupted in France on Tuesday as unions 
kicked off a fresh day of protest against a pensions 
reform that would push back the retirement age for 
millions. Unions have vowed to bring the country to 
a standstill with strikes over the proposed changes, 
which include raising the minimum retirement age to 
64 from 62 and increasing the number of years peo-
ple have to make contributions for a full pension. 

“We mustn’t give up, it’s possible to make the 
government withdraw on 64 years,” CFDT union 
chief Laurent Berger told broadcaster LCI, fore-
casting “more people” on the streets and warning 
of future actions if workers’ demands were not 
heard. President Emmanuel Macron put the pen-
sions plan at the centre of his re-election cam-
paign last year, and his cabinet says the changes 
are essential to prevent the system from falling 
into deficit in coming years. 

But they face fierce resistance from both parlia-
ment and the street, with almost two in three people 

across the country supporting protests against it, 
according to a poll by the Elabe survey group pub-
lished Monday. Ali Toure, a 28-year-old construc-
tion worker, on Tuesday morning was waiting for a 
delayed train north of Paris, but said it was “no big 
deal” if he arrived late to work for a month. 

“They’re right to be striking. Manual labor is 
hard,” he said. Former left-wing presidential candi-
date Jean-Luc Melenchon said “the president 
would be wrong to count on (resistance) wearing 
out, on people getting exhausted”. 

“The French people deserve better,” he told Le 
Parisien daily. The hard-line CGT union said fuel 
deliveries from refineries across France had been 
blocked from Tuesday morning, which could see 
petrol stations running short if the protests continue.  

Meanwhile, mass protests in France spilled over 
to disrupt cross-Channel transport in Britain on 
Tuesday. Dozens of flights and trains were cancelled 
and ferries delayed as French workers rallied 
against government pension reforms. Air traffic con-

trollers and rail staff in France were among those to 
walk out. Budget carrier EasyJet axed at least 18 
flights between Britain and France while British 
Airways cancelled at least 13, impacting passengers 
departing from hubs including Heathrow and 
Gatwick airports near London. Air France withdrew 
four flights from service between Heathrow and 
Paris. Eurostar, which runs the cross-Channel rail 
service, cancelled 16 of 26 trains scheduled between 
London and Paris, and a further six between the 
British capital and Brussels. 

The company warned the fallout from the 
protests “could extend beyond” Tuesday. Ferry pas-
sengers travelling between Dover and Calais were 
told to expect disruption, with sailings delayed by 
up to 65 minutes. P&O Ferries advised passengers 
to travel on another date. 

Unions have warned of rolling strikes on public 
transport that could paralyze parts of the country 
for weeks on end. Police expect 1.1 million to 1.4 
million people to hit the streets Tuesday in more 

than 260 locations nationwide, a source told AFP on 
condition of anonymity. 

The upper limit of that range would mean 
stronger opposition than during the five previous 
days of rallies that have taken place since mid-
January. On the unions’ side, Frederic Souillot, leader 
of hard-left union Force Ouvriere, told RTL radio he 
expected more than two million people to march. 

The biggest day of demonstrations so far 
brought 1.27 million people to the street on January 
31, according to official figures. In the lead-up to 
Tuesday, unions had promised to bring the country 
“to a standstill”. Only one in five regional and high-
speed trains were expected to run, while a leading 
trade unionist representing refinery workers has 
vowed to bring the French economy “to its knees”.  

School teachers are also to stage walkouts. Prime 
Minister Elisabeth Borne told French television 
Monday that while she respected the right to protest, 
a nationwide standstill would primarily penalise “the 
most fragile” among the population. —AFP 
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NICE: People take part in a demonstration in Nice, southeastern France, on March 7, 2023, as part of a nationwide action day against French President’s pension reform and its postponement of the legal retirement age from 62 to 64. — AFP

French strike disruption snares UK travelers 

Pension strike snarls France as  
unions vow to press protest 

CMA receives 
IsDB delegation  

 
KUWAIT: Capital Markets Authority Chairman and 
Executive Director Dr Ahmed Abdul Rahman Al-
Melhem on Tuesday received a delegation from the 
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) at the authority’s 
headquarters. The IsDB delegation was represented 
by Yahya Alim Al-Rahman, a global leader in Islamic 
financial advisory services, Dr Abu Dhar Muhammad, 
senior Islamic finance specialist, and Abdullah 
Mohammed, senior Islamic finance specialist. 

The two-day visit comes in response to the 
authority’s request for technical assistance in the 
field of the Islamic financial industry and with the 
support of the minister of Commerce and Industry 
and minister of State for Communications and 
Information Technology Affairs, as well as the 
minister of Finance and minister of State for 
Economic Affairs and Investment, the representa-
tive of Kuwait in the Islamic Development Bank. 

This is also in line with the authority’s initiative 
and its approved strategy to develop the Islamic 
financial industry in Kuwait’s capital market and 
diversify its investment tools. 

CMA has raised awareness of Islamic finance in 
Kuwait over the years and it reflects in several 
aspects, most notably the percentage of companies 
listed on Boursa Kuwait (in terms of market value) 
complying with Islamic sharia, which constitutes 60 
percent of listed companies. Islamic finance is now 
universally accepted for its role in sustainable eco-
nomic development, its association with real assets 
and its participation in profits and losses. Financial 
markets that are compatible with Islamic law pro-
vide an important opportunity for many countries 
seeking to develop their economy, since these mar-
kets have a positive impact on the future of the 
financial sector and boost the growth of gross 
domestic product and the economy.  

During the visit, CMA agreed with the IsDB’s 
representatives on a plan to conduct a study that 
includes a review of the standards and publications 
of relevant international organizations.

KUWAIT: Dr Ahmed Abdul Rahman Al-Melhem with the delegation of Islamic Development Bank at the 
Authority’s headquarters on Tuesday. 

World Bank halts  
Tunisia program  
over migrant remarks 

 
TUNIS: The World Bank is pausing talks over its 
future engagement with Tunisia following anti-
immigrant comments made by the country’s presi-
dent, Kais Saied, according to an internal message 
to staff seen by AFP. In the message sent on 
Sunday evening, the bank’s outgoing President 
David Malpass said Saied’s tirade had triggered 
“racially motivated harassment and even violence,” 
and that the institution had postponed a planned 
meeting involving Tunisia until further notice. 

“Given the situation, management has decided to 
pause the Country Partnership Framework and 
withdraw it from Board review,” said Malpass in the 
note to staff. AFP understands that ongoing projects 
will continue and funded projects remain financed. 

Hundreds of migrants have flown home from 
Tunisia, fearful of a wave of violence since the 
president’s remarks. Last month, Saied ordered 
officials to take “urgent measures” to tackle 
irregular migration, claiming without evidence 
that “a criminal plot” was underway to change 
Tunisia’s demographic makeup. He claimed that 
migrants were behind most crime in the North 
African country, fueling a spate of sackings, 
evictions and attacks. 

 
‘Completely unacceptable’  

“Public commentary that stokes discrimination, 
aggression, and racist violence is completely 
unacceptable,” said Malpass in the note to World 
Bank staff. But he also noted that measures 
announced by the Tunisian government to protect 
and support migrants and refugees marked a 
“positive step,” adding that the bank would 
assess and monitor its impact carefully. 

The development lender will roll out additional 
safety measures for its staff on the ground, and 
may take more action if needed, he added. The 
African Union has previously expressed “deep 
shock and concern” at Saied’s remarks, and gov-
ernments in sub-Saharan Africa have scrambled to 
bring home hundreds of frightened nationals who 
flocked to their embassies for help. The United 
States is “deeply concerned” by President Saied’s 
remarks, State Department spokesman Ned Price 
said at a press briefing on Monday. “These remarks 
are not in keeping with Tunisia’s long history of 
generosity and hosting and protecting refugees, 
asylum seekers and migrants,” he said.  

“We urge Tunisian authorities to meet their 
obligations under international law to protect 
the r ights of  refugees, asylum seekers and 
migrants,” he added. He also called on Tunisian 
authorities to facilitate the “safe, dignified and 
voluntary” return of migrants looking to return 
to their countries of origin. 

Since the president’s speech on February 21, 
rights groups reported a spike in vigilante violence, 
including stabbings targeting African migrants. “We 
condemn without reservation any and all state-
ments that are xenophobic, that are racist, that are 
meant to increase racial hatred,” said Stephane 
Dujarric, a spokesman for UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres, at a press briefing on Monday. 
According to official figures, there are around 
21,000 undocumented migrants from other parts of 
Africa in Tunisia, which is home to around 12 million 
people.  Many African migrants in the country lost 
their jobs and homes overnight. 

The embassies of Ivory Coast and Mali earlier 
provided emergency accommodation for dozens of 
their citizens evicted from their homes, including 
young children. Citizens of other African countries 
whose countries have no diplomatic representation 
in Tunisia had meanwhile set up makeshift camps 
outside the Tunis offices of the International 
Organization for Migration. — AFP


