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Baghli calls for action to dispel
misconceptions about women

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Minister of State for Wom-
en and Childhood Affairs Mai Al-Baghli called on 
Wednesday for collective Muslim action to spruce 
up the tarnished image of women in Islam and cor-
rect the misconceptions about their status and rights. 
Speaking at the Women in Islam conference held on 
the sidelines of the 67th session of the UN Commis-
sion on the Status of Women in New York, Baghli 
underlined the need for political and media efforts 
to refute misconceptions about Muslim women and 
promote the true image of women in Islam. 

Baghli, also minister of social affairs and commu-
nity development, affirmed that Islam protects wom-
en’s rights to life, decent living, education, dignity 
and humanity. “Islam honors women and protects 
their rights as mothers, wives, sisters or daughters. It 
guarantees effective and essential roles for women in 
the family and society,” she said.

She stressed Islam is the religion of tolerance, 
moderation and humanity and that Muslim countries 
should promote the values of peaceful coexistence 
among civilizations. The Kuwaiti minister called 
for standing against extremism and violence and 
spreading the noble principles of moderation. She 
expressed Kuwait’s great gratitude for Pakistan’s ini-
tiative to hold this conference coinciding with Inter-
national Women’s Day. 

Meanwhile, Baghli said Kuwait plays a role in 
empowering women and activating their role as an 
“equal partner” for boosting full-scale and sus-
tainable development. She indicated this approach 

is designed to achieve progress at various levels, 
namely in technological innovation. Baghli, who was 
addressing the 67th session on the Commission on 
the Status of Women, noted that it was held at a cru-
cial time, with only seven years ahead of the deadline 
for attaining objectives of sustainable global devel-
opment, set for 2030.

The fifth goal, outlined in the international strat-
egy, calls for attaining gender equality and empow-
ering women and girls, minister Baghli added. The 
world is currently facing social, political, economic 
and health challenges, namely epidemics and pan-
demics, threatening to compromise 
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Kuwait seeks to activate women’s role as ‘equal partners’

KUWAIT: Chairman of BNK Group Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi poses with participants of an event 
held at Volvo Studio to celebrate International Women’s Day on March 8, 2023. — Photo by 
Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3)

BNK Group celebrates Int’l Women’s Day

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Social Affairs Minister and 
Minister of State for Women and Childhood Af-
fairs Mai Al-Baghli attends the 67th session of 
the UN Commission on the Status of Women on 
March 8, 2023. — KUNA 

News in brief
Saudi eases visa rules

DOHA: Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Tourism 
Ahmed Al-Khateeb on Thursday announced 
that all GCC residents will now be allowed to 
obtain a tourist visa into the country irrespec-
tive of their profession. The visa is multiple en-
try and is valid for both tourism and umrah pur-
poses, the tourism minister said.

Zionists kill 3 Palestinians

NABLUS: Three Palestinians were shot dead 
by Zionist forces in the occupied West Bank on 
Thursday. The Palestinian health ministry an-
nounced the “martyrdom” of three men shot by 
Zionist forces in Jaba, near the flashpoint north-
ern city of Jenin. The health ministry identified 
the dead men as Sufyan Fakhoury, 26, Ahmed 
Fashafsha, 22, and Nayef Malaysha, 25. — AFP

Trump to publish letters

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump is releasing 
more than 150 letters from giants of world his-
tory such as Richard Nixon, Kim Jong Un and 
Oprah Winfrey, the former US president said 
Thursday. The “Letters to Trump” collection 
captures “incredible, and oftentimes private” 
correspondence between Trump and foreign 
leaders, media personalities, athletes and cap-
tains of industry. “Letters from Trump” - re-
tailing at a whopping $99, or $399 for a signed 
copy - comes out on April 25.  — AFP 

GCC citizens first
to benefit from
UK digital permit 
LONDON: The United Kingdom on Thursday an-
nounced the rollout of an Electronic Travel Autho-
rization (ETA) scheme, with visitors from Qatar the 
first to use it from October. Qataris will apply in ad-
vance for an ETA, which authorizes an individual to 
travel to the UK and which the government says will 
make border crossings more efficient and secure. By 
the end of 2024, ETAs will be required for all foreign 

visitors who are eligible to come visa-free for short 
stays, including from Europe.

Currently, travelers from the continent and coun-
tries such as the United States and Australia do not 
need to make any form of application to visit to the 
UK. “Strengthening our border remains one of the 
government’s top priorities,” British Immigration 
Minister Robert Jenrick said. “ETAs will enhance our 
border security by increasing our knowledge about 
those seeking to come to the UK and preventing the 
arrival of those who pose a threat. “It will also im-
prove travel for legitimate visitors, with those vis-
iting from Gulf Cooperation Council states being 
among the first to benefit,” he added.

The United States has a similar scheme, the Elec-
tronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA). As 

with the ESTA, the UK government said the applica-
tion process would be online. Most visitors will ap-
ply via a mobile app and receive a “swift decision”, it 
said. Once granted an ETA, individuals will be able to 
make multiple visits to the UK over a two-year pe-
riod, but the government did not specify how much 
applications will cost.

After the initial launch for Qatar, the scheme will 
be open to visitors from the rest of the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council states and Jordan from Feb 2024. The 
European Union has plans to launch a similar elec-
tronic permit next year which, following Brexit, will 
include Britons. While Britain has left the EU, Ireland 
remains in the bloc. But Irish nationals will be exempt 
from the new UK scheme, as the two countries con-
tinue to share a “Common Travel Area”. — AFP 

US releases Saudi
Gitmo detainee
after 21 years
WASHINGTON: The United States announced the 
release Wednesday from the Guantanamo military 
prison of a Saudi engineer seized over two decades 
ago as a suspect in the Sept 11, 2001 Al-Qaeda at-

tacks but never charged. Ghassan Al-Sharbi, 48, was 
detained in Faisalabad, Pakistan with an Al-Qaeda 
associate in March 2002. He was targeted because 
he had studied at an aeronautical university in Ari-
zona and had attended flight school with two of the 
Al-Qaeda hijackers in the 9/11 plot.

The US military had weighed charges against 
Sharbi and several others but dropped them in 2008. 
Yet it continued to hold him as an enemy combat-
ant in the military prison in the US Navy’s base at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and his status remained in 
limbo - he was never charged but not approved for 

release, either. But in Feb 2022 the Pentagon’s Peri-
odic Review Board, which deals with Guantanamo 
release petitions, ruled that the native of Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, could be released.

It said he had no leadership or facilitator position 
in Al-Qaeda, and was compliant in detention - after 
he was years earlier viewed as a hostile prisoner. It 
also said he had unspecified “physical and mental 
health issues”. The 2022 decision indicated he could 
enter into Saudi Arabia’s longstanding rehabilitation 
program for radical jihadists, which seeks to slowly 

Continued on Page 6

Joy and pain of
states casting off
UN poorest tag
DOHA: There will be jubilation in the 
Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan this year 
when it quits the club of the world’s 
poorest countries, while others still 
have a mountain to climb. The tiny state, 
famed for its Gross National Happiness 
index, will on Dec 13 become only the 
seventh nation to graduate from the 

band of Least Developed Countries set 
up by the United Nations in 1971.

“We are taking it with a lot of honor 
and pride, we are not nervous,” Bhutan’s 
Prime Minister Lotay Tshering told AFP 
at the LDC summit that finished in Doha 
on Thursday. The leaders of all 45 oth-
er LDCs are anxious to follow. Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Angola, Laos, the Solomon 
Islands and Sao Tome are scheduled to 
graduate by the end of 2026. But they 
worry about losing the trade privileges 
and cheap finance that disappear three 
years after leaving. Angola and the Sol-
omons have sought to delay their exit. 

Continued on Page 6 
DOHA: Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani meets Bhu-
tanese Prime Minister Lotay Tshering on March 7, 2023. — AFP



Kuwait deplores Zionist  
systematic aggressions  
against Palestinians  

 
CAIRO: Kuwait i  Foreign Minister  Sheikh Salem 
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has denounced the Zionist 
occupation’s systematic assaults on Palestinian people. 
“The Zionist occupation authorities continue their sys-
tematic aggression against the Palestinian people and 
increase their suffering,” Minister Salem said at the 
159th session of the Arab Foreign Ministers Council, 
he ld  in  Cairo on Wednesday. “We condemn and 
denounce the continued Zionist occupation’s aggres-
sive violations against the Palestinian people.”  

Sheikh Salem deplored the raid in the city of Jenin 
in the occupied West Bank which left six Palestinians 
dead and several others injured. He pointed out that 
such Zionist behavior is an obstacle to peace in the 
region. The Kuwaiti top diplomat also condemned the 
occupation authorities expansion in illegal settlement 
activities on the occupied Palestinian land. He renewed 
Kuwait’s unwavering support to Palestinian people and 
their rights in face of the occupation authorities’ uni-
lateral measures that aims to change the historical sta-
tus of the city of Jerusalem.  

Sheikh Salem voiced Kuwait  backing to the 
Palestinian people’s choices and efforts to reach a just 

and comprehensive solution to their cause that guaran-
tees the end of the occupation, the return of refugees 
and the establishment of a Palestinian independent state 
on the borders of June 4, 1967 with East Jerusalem as 
its capital in accordance with the UN resolutions, the 
Arab Peace Initiative, and the two-state solution. In this 
regard, the minister welcomed the positive outcome of 
the Jerusalem Conference held in February 2023.  

On Yemen, Sheikh Salem Abdullah expressed Kuwait’s 
deep concern over the Houthi militia’s refusal to extend the 
UN-mediated ceasefire that ended in October 2022 and 
non-supportive stance to the efforts of the Special Envoy 
of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to Yemen.  

This behavior risks complicate and prolong the cri-
sis, the Kuwaiti minister warned, calling on all parties 
to engage in serious negotiations to reach a political 
solution that meets Yemeni people aspiration for secu-
rity, stability and prosperity, in accordance with the 
three references, the Gulf initiative and its mechanism, 
the outcomes intra-Yemeni dialogue, and UN Security 
Council resolutions, including resolution N 2216. He 
called for meeting the humanitarian needs of Yemeni 
people and supporting Yemen’s economy.  

On Libya, the Kuwait top diplomat urged all con-
cerned parties to give priority to the Libyan national 
interests and strive to reach a consensus on the political, 
security and constitutional requirements that lead to 
holding national elections. He commended the work of the 
Military Committee (5 + 5) and the efforts of the UN 
envoy to Libya Abdoulaye Bathily. On Lebanon, the min-

ister called on all Lebanese parties to abide by the con-
stitutional provisions and deadlines, especially those 
related to the election of the president, in a way that 
guarantees the state’s sovereignty, security and stability. 
He encouraged Lebanese officials to implement reforms 
necessary for economic recovery.  On Syria, Sheikh 
Salem extended condolences to the brotherly Syrian peo-
ple following the earthquake that struck northern Syria 
last month. He reiterated that there was no military solu-
tion to this crisis and that the only solution was through a 
political settlement that preserves the unity and sover-
eignty of Syria and fulfills the aspirations of its people in 
accordance with the UN Security Council Resolution No 
2254 and the Geneva Declaration. —KUNA 
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By Ghadeer Ghloum 
 
KUWAIT: Providing mental health care for both 
students and teachers is important for the students’ 
academic progression and the teachers’ ability to 
do their jobs, teachers say. “There is clear differ-
ence in academic success for students in classes 
that are taught by fully present teachers and others 
that are taught by distracted teachers,” said Samia 
Ibrahim, Principal of an American school in Kuwait.  

“Teachers’ mental stability highly affects stu-
dents’ absorption of the material that is being 
taught, because despite their young age, stu-
dents can sense their teacher’s consideration of 
the material and the quality of teaching. This 
consequently affects students’ commitment to 
their  studies as  the major i ty mirror  their 
teacher’s spirit in class,” she said.  

Regardless of the material’s importance, teach-
ers’ commitment and attentiveness during class 
determines a major part of students’ interest in 
learning. Although teachers’ performance plays a 
major role in academic success, students also 
need to have enough awareness and willingness 
for exceling at school. A healthy mind encourages 
such enthusiasm.  

Ghadeer Ghafour, a high school English teacher, 
also confirms the importance of offering mental 
health support for teachers at school. “It helps 
teachers seek the right method of teaching in order 
to help students perform better. Most importantly, it 
allows teachers to comprehend the different per-
sonalities they encounter so that they know how to 
deal with them individually,” she said. 

Ghafour highlighted the importance of provid-
ing mental health support for students as well. 
“Mental health care is very crucial in schools, 
mainly because it helps students control their 
emotions, behavior and thinking. Mental health 
support can help improve students’ mood and 
reduce anxiety. Thus, it will significantly have an 
impact on the way they behave.”  

According to  Ghafour, s tudents ’  menta l 
health goes hand in hand with their achievement 
at school. Similarly, Ibrahim highlighted the 
importance of offering mental health care at 
schools, but she said parents have the biggest 
effect on students’ mentality.  

“The roots of students’ mental health mainly 
go back to their household environment. Parents’ 
impact on students’ mental health prevails over 
the impact of school. However, providing mental 

health care at schools can help improve students’ 
mental health, because students spend almost one 
third of their daily lives at school. Therefore, set-
ting up a routinely scheduled meeting with the 
consultant can have a powerful impact on stu-
dents’ mentality,” she said.  

 
Outdated school system 

In agreement with Ibrahim and Ghafour, 
Mohammad Al-Ansari, also a high school teacher, 
said: “Unfortunately, not all parents are competent 
or caring, so schools should step in to fill this gap. 
Teenagers today are particularly susceptible to 
negative self-perception and depression, which is 
only magnified by social media and alienation. As a 
society, we need to prioritize mental health educa-
tion in schools to help students navigate the chal-
lenges of the modern world.” 

Ansari criticized the current situation at schools. 
“The current school system is outdated and doesn’t 
adequately prepare students for life. Nowadays, 
schools primarily aim to prepare students for col-
lege or university, but with higher education 
becoming more saturated, degrees are becoming 
less valuable. The purpose of schools should be to 
prepare children for life, and this includes teaching 
them about mental health,” he said.  

As a teacher, Ansari sees that hiring a special-
ist at school that provides mental health care for 
students is necessary. “As per my experience, I 
spend 70 percent of my class time attempting to 
adjust kids’ behaviors, which should not be my 
job in the first place. Sometimes, teachers are 
required to do more than their work as teachers, 
such as watch children, teach good manners and 
other things,” he pointed out. 

‘Teachers’ mental stability highly affects students’ absorption’

Providing mental health care  
for students, teachers is vital

Ghadeer Ghafour Mohammad Al-Ansari Samia Ibrahim

Young ambassadors  
exposed to elements  
of diplomacy  

 
By Khaled Alabdulhadi 
 
KUWIAT: The British Embassy hosted the clos-
ing ceremony on Thursday of the four-month 
long Young Ambassador Program init iative, 
which is a collaboration between the British and 
Canadian embassies , as  wel l  as  the United 
Nations in Kuwait, who all partnered to bring a 
mix of public and private secondary school stu-
dents with a range of diplomatic missions and 
organizations in Kuwait. 

The British embassy elaborated on the events 
included in the program saying: “Events in the pro-
gram included a call on the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’ Diplomatic Institute, engaging with the 
Environment Public Authority on Kuwait’s biodiver-
sity, a drama workshop, networking events with vis-
iting senior officials, a tour of a military base, a 
mock crisis exercise, in addition to opportunities to 
oversee the daily work of the respective diplomatic 
organizations involved in the collaboration. Students 
were exposed to key elements of diplomacy and 
built skills that will help them to become advocates 
and leaders in their communities.” 

“A key theme throughout the program was gender 
equality and how to combat gender-based violence. 
The Young Ambassadors met a range of relevant civil 
society organizations and academics to learn about 
new ideas as well as to provide ideas of their own that 
will help create a more equal world where everyone 
can contribute their ideas and fulfill their potential. The 
program was launched on the International Day of the 

Girl, and the closing cere-
mony itself was timed to 
coincide with the week of 
International Women’s 
Day,” the embassy said in 
remark of the International 
Women’s day. 

“In total, 24 diplomatic 
organizations took part in 
the program, with 30 stu-
dents receiving certifi-
cates recognizing their 
active participation. 
Moreover, diplomatic 
organizations, students 
and their schools, the 
program owes its success to its partners the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kuwait Foundation for 
the Advancement of Sciences, as well as a range of 
academic, civil society partners,” The British 
embassy clarified. 

British Ambassador to Kuwait, Belinda Lewis 
said: “The Young Ambassadors initiative has deliv-
ered so many positive outcomes. The activities 
have helped to build the confidence and broaden 
the experience of young people involved. I hope 
this will be useful when the participants come to 
think about career choices and different ways to 
serve their communities.” 

“I also hope the engagement with lots of diverse 
role models will encourage the young people to focus 
on talent and aspiration, regardless of gender, age, 
background or any other factors,” Ambassador Lewis 
added. On her part, Canadian Ambassador to Kuwait, 
Aliya Mawani said: “It has been wonderful to get to 
know the Young Ambassadors and watch these 
already talented students develop their leadership 
and advocacy skills through the program.” 

“I have learned so much from my interactions 
with this group and been so impressed by the way 

they have embraced the unknown during this expe-
rience. I look forward to seeing where their jour-
neys take them. I am confident that they will be 
excellent champions for gender equality and that 
their efforts will contribute to a better world for us 
all. The future is bright,” she expressed. 

Dr Assad Hafeez, United Nations Resident 
Coordinator said “The United Nations in Kuwait 
had the pleasure of collaborating with the British 
and Canadian Embassies on this program, aiming to 
support the Young Ambassadors in familiarizing 
themselves with leadership skills and the art of 
diplomacy, as well as becoming confident and effec-
tive champions of gender equality and a world 
where each of us, regardless of who we are of what 
we look like, has an equal opportunity to contribute 
and fulfill our potential.” 

“This experience was a unique opportunity to 
work with and learn from these talented young indi-
viduals and hear their ideas about how to promote 
gender equality and tackle gender based violence. 
This program is by all means a great example of 
multilateral collaboration of the international com-
munity working towards a common strategic objec-
tive and priorities,” he added.

Aliya Mawani Belinda Lewis Dr Assad Hafeez

Moroccan ambassador   
and KUNA chief discuss  
boosting cooperation  

 
KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) Dr Fatma Al-Salem on Thursday 
received the Moroccan Ambassador Ali Ibn Issa 
discussing means of boosting cooperation in vari-
ous sectors, namely the media. Dr Al-Salem, during 
her meeting with the envoy, noted that Kuwait and 
Morocco worked out a media cooperation accord 
in 1972, as part of a multi-aspect agreement cover-
ing economic, commercial and cultural sectors.  

She expressed readiness to put all KUNA’s 
resources at disposal of ensuring success of the 
mutual cooperation. She emphasized necessity of 
continuing coordination between the two sides to 
address media affairs of common concern and take 
joint stances regarding Arab and international 
issues. For his part, the Moroccan ambassador said 
during the meeting that the Kuwaiti-Moroccan rela-
tions constitute an example to follow at the level of 
inter-Arab ties, underlining necessity to promote 
these bonds at the political, economic, cultural and 
media levels. He lauded the noticeable role of the 
Kuwaiti media in North Africa, particularly in 
Morocco, and its role in promoting Arabs’ causes 
and stances.  —KUNA

KUNA chief, Moroccan envoy discuss enhancing 
cooperation.  —KUNA

Kuwait pushes for  
dialogue over Iran  
nuclear program  

 
VIENNA: Kuwait on Thursday 
underscored the need for the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to continue dia-
logue with Iran to resolve out-
standing issues in the Iranian 
nuclear program, and revive the 
joint comprehensive work plan. 
This came in a speech relayed by 
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Austria 
and its permanent envoy to inter-
national organizations in Vienna, 
Talal Al-Fassam, during the IAEA 
board of governors meeting.  

Al-Fassam affirmed the right of each country to pro-
duce, develop and use nuclear energy for peaceful purpos-
es and in line with the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
treaty. He mentioned that Kuwait is following developments 
in the Iranian nuclear file, and hopes that parties engage in 
negotiations to revive comprehensive work plan according 
to UN Security Council Resolution 2231.  

Ambassador Al-Fassam also expressed concern over 
what came in the IAEA’s Director General report stating 
that the agency is unable to monitor and verify Iranian 
nuclear program, as it also reports uranium enrichment 
levels exceeding the agreed upon limit. This stipulates 
that the agency is in need of increasing pace and intensi-
fying monitoring activity, added Al-Fassam urging Iran to 
cooperate with the agency and readily submit the 
required information as promptly as possible to address 
outstanding issues. —AFP 

Talal Al-Fassam

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah



By Ghadeer Ghloum 
 
KUWAIT: BNK Holding held an event on March 8, 
2023 at Volvo Studio to celebrate International 
Women’s Day. Prominent women were chosen to 
share their successful journeys with BNK, such as 
Aseel Al-Turkait, Chief Support Service Officer at Al 
Thiqa; Hanan Zubaid, Head of Marketing at BNK 
Automotive and BNK Motion; Lulwa Al-Qaoud, 
Architectural Engineer, Projects at Arkan Real Estate; 
Hana Haddad, Pharmacist, Surgical Division at Central 
Circle Company; Fadwa Darwish, Secretary General at 
Union of Investment Companies; Sadie Hussain, 
General Counsel at BNK Holding; Sara Al-Mukaimy, 
Head of Marketing and PR at Al Safat Investment Co; 
and Sangeetha Muraleeswaran, Programmer at Gulf 
Cable and Electrical Co.   

During the event, Chairman of BNK Group Bader 
Nasser Al-Kharafi expressed his support and admira-
tion to all women and shared his own story, which 
sparked BNK’s continuous support of women. Kharafi 
said due to his experience of working in environments 
that segregated males and females, as well as others 
that brought together both genders during his time as 
a student and employee, he realized that women are 
needed for business’ success.  

Among the women speakers, Turkait was the first 
to share her story as an example of women who were 
given the opportunity to thrive while working with 
BNK. “I have finally come to a group, a family, that 
proudly supports women, sees their talent and gives 
them the opportunity to thrive,” she said. Turkait also 
said that being a Kuwaiti woman and a woman in 
Kuwait, her career journey was not easy, because 
people, including women, still believe that women 
should not be working and that they do not have the 
time to dedicate to their jobs as men can. On the con-
trary of such societal stereotypes that try to hinder 
women’s upliftment, “women are definitely breaking 
the barriers”, Turkait explained.  

Zubaid shared her role in releasing herself from 
societal gender-based job categories by joining BNK’s 
automotive sector. “Most of the brands and companies 
are in the automotive sector, and we know the stereo-
type that automotive is usually a very male-dominated 
sector. For me, this was the biggest challenge in enter-
ing these companies. Will I be able to sit on a meeting 
table with so many men on a regularly basis? Will I be 
able to handle this? Thankfully, due to both Volvo and 
BNK, I was very welcomed and very appreciated.  

My experience was considered very positively, and 
I was able to face all these challenges hand-in-hand 
with the company. And I definitely broke the stereo-
type that automotive means males and art means 
females,” she said. Zubaid further highlighted that 
BNK automotive allows everyone to share their cre-
ativity, as everyone is welcomed and allowed to col-
laborate in different areas.  

Similarly, Qaoud struggled with following her pas-
sion due to gender-based categorizing of certain jobs 
- her passion about structures and how people can 
embed beautiful architecture in these structures. 
Qaoud pursued architecture and engineering, where 
she overcame multiple difficulties through her determi-
nation. “My experience was not easy, as the engineer-
ing field is known to be a male-dominated field, which 
makes it extremely intimidating. I struggled very much, 
but I thank God for it because it shaped me into the 
woman I am today. Whatever career path you are pur-
suing, there will always be pros and cons, so you have 
to focus on your journey through determination, 
because it is the key to success,” she said.  

Besides determination, Haddad added gratefulness 
as a key factor for women’s and men’s success. “The 
number one key to moving forward is having gratitude. 
Be grateful for both your ups and downs. Your path 

may not be as smooth but you will be rewarded in the 
end,” she said. Furthermore, Mukaimy said: “If you 
know yourself very well, if you understand yourself 
and ideas, you will be able to present them to others.” 
According to her, a clear presentation of oneself and 
ideas supports one’s success in their career journey.  

In her role in supporting both men and women, 
Darwish mainly emphasized on the necessity of pursu-
ing education, having experience and belief in oneself. 
“Believing in your capacity and having a good educa-
tion will empower you. Because I had a good educa-
tion and experience, as I was in Kuwait during the 
Souq Al Manakh crisis, besides working in finance in 
Lebanon, I was able to push myself to this position,” 
she said. In conclusion, Muraleeswaran expressed her 
genuine gratitude for being part of BNK, which gave 
her a great opportunity to grow and improve both at a 
personal and career level. 
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BNK celebrates International  
Women’s Day at Volvo Studio

Women speakers take a group photo. 

Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi chats with a kid after the program. 

Chairman of BNK Group Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi. Hanan Zubaid Hana Haddad

Sadie Hussain, General Counsel at BNK (left) and Chief Support Services 
Officer Aseel Al-Turkait take a photo. Women celebrate International Women’s Day. Dominique Dias Sangeetha Muraleeswaran

KUWAIT: Chairman of BNK Group Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi (center) poses for a group photo with the participants.  

Women celebrate International Women’s Day. 

(From left) Fadwa Darwish, Sara Al-Mukaimy and Lulwa Al-Qaoud.
(From left) Hussain Assad, Dr Ziad Al-Alyan, Abdullah Al-Terkait and 
Abdullah Boftain.
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Nepal ambassador 
holds event to 
promote tourism
KUWAIT: The Embassy of 
Nepal in the State of Ku-
wait organized an interactive 
program this week, titled 
“Destination Nepal: Nature, 
Culture and Adventure”, in 
the presence of travel agents, 
tour operators and media 
representatives.

The program was inau-
gurated by Ambassador of 
Nepal Durga Prasad Bhan-
dari, his spouse Bindhya 
Bhandari and Khalid Jassim 
Al-Yassin with the Asia De-
partment at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs by lighting a 
lamp. Speaking on the occasion, Bhandari gave a detailed 
picture of Nepal’s major tourist destinations, including 
Kathmandu, Patan, Bhaktapur, Pokhara and Chitwan. 

He also spoke about tourism products and activities, 
covering nature, culture and other adventure activities 
that enthrall visitors to pay a visit to Nepal from across the 
globe. Bhandari also highlighted the roles that the local en-
trepreneurs in the travel sector and the media based in Ku-
wait can play in promoting and marketing Nepal’s tourism 
in Kuwait which, he said, is at the interest of all residents in 
Kuwait. He expressed his commitment to work closely with 
travel entrepreneurs and media to that end. 

“The travel agencies in Kuwait can conduct a package 
tour to Nepal either solely by themselves or in partnership 
with concerned Airlines Company or with the travel agents, 
tour operators or hoteliers in Nepal to this end,” he added.  
“As tourism can contribute in promoting people to people 
contact between the two countries, this win-win exercise 
would open the new avenue to diversify the relations in other 
areas such as trade, investment, employment, sports among 
others.” He extended sincere thanks to the management of 
both Kuwait Airways and Jazeera Airways for operating the 
direct flights between Nepal and Kuwait. He also expressed 
happiness over the decision to resume direct flights to Gau-
tam Buddha International Airport, Bhairahawa, Lumbini of 
Nepal by Jazeera Airways from Kuwait soon. 

Ambassador Bhandari said that the embassy of Nepal in 
Kuwait has been providing visa to the visitors in a shortest 
possible time and added that most of the nationalities, in-
cluding Kuwaiti nationals, may obtain on arrival visa at im-
migration office at Tribhuvan International Airport in Kath-
mandu and other entry points as well. During the program, 
Counsellor of the Embassy Sujani Rana shared information 
with the participants on various tourist destinations, prod-
ucts, and activities in Nepal including mountaineering, trek-
king, bird watching, rafting, kayaking, canyoning, paraglid-
ing, mountain biking, ziplining and bungee jumping. Nepali 
folk and cultural dances by local Nepali artists were also 
presented during the event. 

Ambassador of Nepal 
Durga Prasad Bhandari

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The development sector of the social af-
fairs ministry, in cooperation with Supreme Council 
for Family Affairs, celebrated International Women’s 
Day on Thursday under the slogan “Innovation and 
Technology for Gender Equality” at Millennium Ho-
tel, where an exhibition was held for those interested 
in women’s affairs and productive families.

In a video speech, Minister of Social Affairs and 
Minister of State for Women and Childhood Affairs 
Mai Al-Baghli said International Women’s Day is an 
annual day to appreciate and respect women all over 
the world and consider their active role and partici-
pation with men in all aspects of life that contribute 
to the development of countries.

“Kuwaiti women proved themselves in all the 
fields they worked in, where they received top pri-
ority in the interests of our leadership and govern-
ment,” Baghli said. “We are proud of the achieve-
ments of Kuwaiti women. Kuwait looks forward with 
great optimism to a bright future for them, especially 
with our strong determination and great ambition 
towards empowering her to prove her worth as an 

equal partner to men in building society.” Baghli 
emphasized the role of Kuwaiti women, supporting 
their involvement in the community and achieving 
their demands, especially for the new generation 
of women who have special concerns that must be 
taken into account when applying any policy or de-
veloping plans to empower them and obtain all their 
civil, political, economic and social rights.

Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi affirmed the ministry’s keen-

ness to support women with legislation and laws that 
serve and care for them. “The ministry makes sure to 
give benefits to Kuwaiti women over 65 years old as well 
as empowering non-working women as part of a gov-
ernmental initiative to let them enter the labor market 
by training them and supporting their small businesses,” 
he said. Mutairi noted the ministry continues to sup-
port women, following directives of HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Secretary General of the Supreme Council for 
Family Affairs Dr Maryam Al-Azmi said in her speech 
that the council seeks to create a safe environment 
for women. “The council is working on preparing 
initiatives and action plans to support women, elim-
inating discrimination against women and preparing 
a national strategy for the family,” she said.

She indicated the council is working to unify 
data related to domestic violence to study indi-
cators and find solutions to violence in Kuwait, in 
addition, to protecting the family, strengthening its 
bonds, confronting everything related to domestic 
violence, approving executive plans and reviewing 
legislation related to women.

Kuwait’s ‘top priority’: Government
celebrates women’s contributions 

Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry of Social Affairs Abdulaziz 
Al-Mutairi touring the exhibition on Thursday March 9, 2023.

Minister of Social Affairs and Social Development and Minister of State for 
Women and Child Affairs Mai Al-Baghli speaking through video.

‘We are proud of the achievements of Kuwaiti women’: Minister Al-Baghli

Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi

Jazeera Airways 
flies flight with 
all-female crew
KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways, Kuwait’s leading low-
cost airline, became the first Kuwaiti carrier to fly 
with an all-female deck and cabin crew. The flight 
commemorating International Women’s Day flew 
from Kuwait to Riyadh, encouraging diversity, gen-
der parity and women’s empowerment. This step 
is a significant achievement especially in an indus-
try considered male oriented. The eight-member 
crew including the pilot and co-pilot flew Jazeera’s 
A320neo carrying 172 passengers. This initiative by 
Jazeera Airways also highlights this year’s Interna-
tional Women’s Day theme to #EmbraceEquity. 

Seham Al-Husaini, Board Member at Jazeera Air-
ways, was a passenger with the crew. He said: “It’s 
been a pleasure to be a part of today’s all women 
flight to Riyadh on International Women’s Day. I 
would like to congratulate the entire crew headed by 
Capt. Elif Guveyler and the amazing Jazeera team on 

the ground. The aviation industry is one of the most 
exciting places to build a career and break barriers, 
I’m hoping to be on many more flights led by women 
in the air and supported by women on the ground.” 

Jazeera Airways first took off from Kuwait in 2005 
and now flies 19 aircraft to 59 destinations across 
the Middle East, Central and South Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. With an employee base of over 1,200 em-
ployees from 68 nationalities, the airline encourag-
es diversity, inclusion and gender parity. The airline 
is also committed to the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) 25by2025, an initiative to change 
the gender balance within the aviation industry. 

Rohit Ramachandran, CEO, Jazeera Airways high-
lighted: “This year started with us announcing record 
profits for the year which was followed by the launch 
of two new destinations and now this momentous 
flight. I truly appreciate our crew for their service 
every day. While it is a historic moment for us, for 
these hardworking women, it is just another day at 
work. At Jazeera, employees are the backbone of our 
company and we pride ourselves on being an equal 
opportunity employer. We believe that by valuing 
and absorbing diverse perspectives from employees, 
we can create a stronger, more innovative, and more 
successful organization.” 

KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways flies with an all-female crew to Riyadh.

Concert celebrates 
Vietnamese culture,
traditional music
KUWAIT: The Embassy of Vietnam in Kuwait held 
on Tuesday a Vietnamese concert under the title of 
“Hello Vietnam” at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel. 
During his speech, Vietnam Ambassador to Kuwait 
NGO Toan Thang expressed his overwhelming joy 
to host the Vietnamese concert on the occasion 
of the participation of Vietnamese companies in a 
hospitality and food exhibition in Kuwait to show-
casing their products.

“The trade turnover of Vietnam and Kuwait is 
over $5.5 billion and I would like to bring it to 
a new height. Through ‘Hello Vietnam’, we would 
like to bring Viet Nam closer to you, to visit our 
country soon,” he added.

During the event, Vietnamese music was per-
formed with Vietnamese traditional instruments. 
Dong Quang Vinh, one of the performers, is a Viet-
namese artist, an experienced young conductor with 
years of conducting top orchestras Viet Nam nowa-
days. Born to a family of traditional music, he is also 

a soloist on different types of traditional musical in-
struments and has been invited to give performances 
on various international stages.

Vinh has conducted symphonies, concertos, and 
orchestral suites by composers from Bach, Handel, 
Vivaldi, Beethoven, and Mozart to Rachmaninoff, 
Debussy, Ravel, Carl Orff, and operas, musicals, 
and ballets such as “Swan Lake”, “The Nutcracker”, 
“Carmen”, “Les Miserables”, etc. He has also com-
posed and arranged hundreds of classics and folk 
music of Viet Nam and abroad for domestic and in-
ternational cultural and artistic exchanges.

Vietnamese Ambassador NGO Toan Thang



Georgia drops ‘foreign  
agent’ bill but  
faces more protests 

 
TBILISI:  Georgia ’s  ru l ing party announced 
Thursday it was halting plans to introduce a “for-
eign agent” law similar to Russia’s, but the opposi-
tion vowed to step up protests. Concern has been 
growing that the ex-Soviet nation, which aspires to 
join the EU and NATO, is taking an authoritarian 
turn and maintaining links with Moscow. 

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, Georgia has host-
ed an influx of anti-war Russians. But in recent 
weeks, authorities have barred some Kremlin critics 
from the country and been accused of bending 
towards Moscow. 

Plans for a “foreign agent” law-reminiscent of 
Kremlin legislation used to silence critics-triggered 
mass protests, which saw Georgian police fire water 
cannon and tear gas at thousands of demonstrators. 

The ruling Georgian Dream party said that the 
bil l  had been “represented in a bad light” and 
promised public consultations after announcing its 
withdrawal. The move followed mass protests in the 
capital Tbilisi on Tuesday and Wednesday, at which 
police clashed with protesters. 

Undeterred, the opposition called for a fresh ral-
ly later on Thursday. “As long as there are no guar-
antees that Georgia is firmly on a pro-Western 
course, these processes will not stop,” a group of 
opposition parties said in a joint statement. 

They also demanded the immediate release 
of dozens of protesters, whom they said had 
been detained. Protesters have carried EU and 
Ukraine f lags and chanted ant i-Kreml in  s lo-
g a n s ,  a c c u s i n g  t h e  g ove r n m e n t  o f  t a k i n g 
Georgia off a pro-Western track. 

 
‘Restraint’  

Aza Akhvlediani, 72, who took protested on 
Wednesday, said the Georgian government wanted 
to mirror its Russian counterpart. “I know what’s 
happening in Moscow. They stop every passer-by 
and do whatever they please to them,” she said. 

“I think the Georgian government wants the 
s a m e .”  A  E u r o p e a n  U n i o n  d e l e g a t i o n  i n 
Georgia welcomed the government’s announce-
ment that it would halt plans to introduce the 
law, saying they “encourage al l  pol it ical  lead-

ers in Georgia to resume pro-EU reforms.” 
Washington has urged the government to show 

“restraint” and al low peaceful protests, while 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has called 
for “democratic success” in “friendly Georgia”. The 
Kremlin said Thursday it was concerned by mass 
protests in Georgia. 

“This is a neighbouring country and even though 
we do not have relations with Georgia as such, nev-
ertheless, the state of affairs there cannot but 
arouse our concern,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters. Moscow and Tbilisi went to 
war in 2008 and Russia still controls Georgia’s 
breakaway Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions, 
although the territories are recognised internation-
ally as part of Georgia. On Wednesday, Georgian 
police fired water cannon and tear gas at thousands 
of protesters, ordering them to disperse, following 
similar clashes on Tuesday. 

Police said more than 70 demonstrators were 
detained and 50 police officers injured during the 
protests on Tuesday.  

‘Big moment’  
Tom de Waal , a  sen ior  fe l low at  Carnegie 

Europe, said that both the bill  and crackdown 
represented a serious challenge in the politically 
turbulent country. “It’s a big moment for Georgia, 
st i l l  a  democracy, but  def ini te ly a struggl ing 
one,” he said on Twitter. 

In Russia, the Kremlin has used the “foreign 
agent” label against opponents, journalists and 
human rights activists accused of leading foreign-
funded political activities. Georgian authorities have 
faced mounting international criticism over a per-
ceived backsliding on democracy, seriously damag-
ing Tbilisi’s ties with Brussels. 

Georgian Prime Minister Irakli Garibashvili has 
defended his “balanced” policy as aimed at ensur-
ing “peace and stabi l i ty”. Georgian President 
Salome Zourabishvili has expressed support for the 
demonstrators and vowed to veto the legislation. 
Georgia applied for EU membership together with 
Ukraine and Moldova days after Russia invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022.  —AFP
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TBILISI: Police in riot gear face protesters in Tbilisi late on March 8, 2023. —AFP

 

Taleban governor  
killed in  
suicide attack 

 
MAZAR-I-SHARIF: The Taleban governor of 
Afghanistan’s Balkh province, known for fighting 
against Islamic State jihadists, was killed in a sui-
cide attack at his office on Thursday, officials said. 

The killing, a day after he met top government 
officials visiting from Kabul, makes Mohammad 
Dawood Muzammil one of the highest-ranking fig-
ures slain since the Taleban stormed back to power 
in 2021. Violence across Afghanistan has dramati-
cally dropped since the Taleban seized control, but 
the security situation has again deteriorated with 
IS claiming several deadly attacks. 

“Two people, including Mohammad Dawood 
Muzammil, the governor of Balkh, have been killed 
in an explosion this morning,” local police 
spokesman Asif Waziri told AFP, adding that the 
blast happened on the second floor of his office, in 
the provincial capital Mazar-i-Sharif. “It was a sui-
cide attack. We don’t have information as to how the 
suicide bomber reached the office of the governor,” 
he said, adding that two people were also wounded. 

The explosion happened moments after the 
governor arrived in his office, said Khairuddin, who 
was wounded in the incident and in a hospital in 
Mazar-i-Sharif. “There was a bang. I fell on the 
ground,” he told AFP, adding that he witnessed a 
friend lose a hand in the blast. Authorities deployed 
extra security at the governorate, who forbade 
journalists from taking photos, an AFP correspon-
dent reported from near the site of the blast. 

Muzammil was “martyred in an explosion by the 
enemies of Islam”, tweeted government spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid. Muzammil was initially 
appointed governor of the eastern province of 
Nangarhar, where he led the fight against IS 
jihadists, before being moved to Balkh last year. On 
Wednesday, he met two deputy prime ministers 
and other senior officials visiting Balkh to review a 
major irrigation project in northern Afghanistan, 
according to a government statement. —AFP 

VELYKA VILSHANYTSIA: People search the rubble of a house following a Russian strike in the village of Velyka Vilshanytsia, some 50km from Lviv, on March 9, 2023.  —AFP

Fight raged on for control of symbolic prize Bakhmut in Ukraine’s east

Deadly Russian strikes pound Ukraine
KYIV: The largest Russian strikes on Ukraine in weeks 
killed at least six people and caused power outages 
across the war-battered nation on Thursday.  Kyiv’s mili-
tary downed nearly half of the missiles launched by 
Russia over at least 10 regions, as the fight raged on for 
control of the symbolic prize Bakhmut in Ukraine’s east. 

The deadly Russian barrage on Thursday struck the 
relatively peaceful Lviv region in Ukraine’s west and left 
second-city Kharkiv without power, water or heating. 
“The enemy fired 81 missiles in an attempt to intimidate 
Ukrainians again, returning to their miserable tactics,” 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said. 

For months Russia has been pummelling key facilities 
in Ukraine with missiles and drones — disrupting water, 
heating and electricity supplies for millions of people. 
Kyiv mayor Vitali Klitschko said two people were injured 
and 15 percent of households were without power and 40 
percent without heating following explosions in two areas 
of the Ukrainian capital. On Prospekt Peremogy, or 
Victory Prospect, in the west of Kyiv, three cars parked 

near a high-rise apartment building were charred and 
several others damaged by an attack, an AFP reporter 
saw. The ground was littered with shattered glass from 
windows. “Our windows look onto that side. There was a 
really loud crash,” said local resident Igor Yezhov, 60, a 
car dealer originally from Russia.  

 
 ‘Frightening’  

“I was very scared, of course, although we have quite 
a solid building, made of reinforced concrete. All the same 
it was frightening.” “It’s fate. People come out at seven to 
go to work. No one expects such (strikes). When there’s 
an air raid siren you need to be more attentive.” 

The governor of Ukraine’s western Lviv region said 
that the bodies of five people had been found in rubble 
after a missile hit their house, while the governor of the 
eastern Dnipropetrovsk region said that a 34-year-old 
man had been killed. Ukraine’s nuclear energy operator 
said the strikes had also cut off the electricity supply to 
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant, which is controlled 

by Russian forces and is Europe’s largest. For the sixth 
time since it was taken over, the facility is now operating 
on diesel generators which have an autonomy of 10 days. 

“The countdown has begun. If it is impossible to 
renew the external power supply of the station during this 
time, an accident with radiation consequences for the 
whole world may occur,” Energoatom said. There were 
also strikes reported on energy plants in several other 
parts of Ukraine, including Kharkiv in the northeast and 
the region of Odesa in the southwest. 

 
Bakhmut may fall  

In the Kharkiv region, located on the border with 
Russia, governor Oleg Synegubov said there had 
been 15 strikes targeting “critical infrastructure facil-
ities”. In the region’s main city of Kharkiv, mayor Igor 
Terekhov said the city had been left entirely without 
mains power, water and heating on Thursday morning 
and was using generators. 

In Odesa region, governor Maksym Marchenko said 

“missiles hit the energy infrastructure of the region as 
well as damaged residential buildings” following a 
“massive missile strike”. “Fortunately, there were no 
casualties,” he said, adding that “power supply restric-
tions” were in place. 

The wave of strikes comes after Russia reported mak-
ing gains in the battle for the industrial city of Bakhmut, 
which has been the focus of months of fierce combat. 
Russia’s Wagner mercenary group, which has spearhead-
ed the attack on Bakhmut, claimed on Wednesday to have 
captured the eastern part of the city. 

“What we see is that Russia is throwing more troops, 
more forces and what Russia lacks in quality they try to 
make up in quantity,” NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg told reporters in Stockholm on the sidelines 
of an EU defence ministers meeting on Wednesday. “We 
cannot rule out that Bakhmut may eventually fall in the 
coming days,” the head of the US-led military alliance 
said, adding that “this does not necessarily reflect any 
turning point of the war”.  —AFP
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CUTRO: Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Melo-
ni gathered her ministers Thursday for a meeting 
near the site of a fatal shipwreck, as protesters ac-
cused her right-wing government of risking lives 
with its hard line on migration.

At least 72 people, including many children, per-
ished when their overcrowded boat sank in stormy 
weather just off the coast of the southern region 
of Calabria on February 26. Emotions in Cutro and 
Crotone, the towns nearest the shipwreck, is still 
raw, as relatives arrive from afar to claim their dead. 
Bodies were still being spotted out at sea this week 
or washing up on beaches.

“Nobody saved them. And they could have,” 
read a poster with a child’s drawing of a family on 
a storm-tossed boat, hung outside the sports hall in 
Crotone where the coffins of the drowned have been 
laid out. Ahead of the cabinet’s afternoon meeting 
in Cutro, several dozen protesters surrounded by 
riot police gathered in the town centre, some yelling 
“Step down, assassins!”

Protestor Antonio Viterutti told AFP the visit by 
Meloni and her ministers was an attempt to deflect 
attention from criticism. “I want to denounce the hy-
pocrisy of the Italian government that leaves a boat-
load of people fleeing hunger, war and misery to die 
at sea and comes here today to do a political stunt...” 
said the 28-year-old student. Ministers are expected 
to agree new rules stiffening punishments for people 
traffickers as well as boosting legal routes for foreign 
workers, the prime minister’s office said.

‘In my heart’ 
On a Crotone beach, still littered with shipwreck 

debris, stands a cross built out of wood from the 
boat that had been  carrying around 180 people. 
“I hold them in my heart—all these children, these 

women who came to find peace and instead found 
death,” said Maria Panebianco, an 80-year-old res-
ident. “It pains me. It pains me a lot.” The interior 
ministry said Thursday it had begun the process of 
sending back the bodies of migrants to their home 
countries, including a planned operation to return 16 
bodies to Afghanistan. The body of one Afghan mi-
grant was buried at the Crotone cemetery this week, 
while the bodies of seven others were transferred to 
the Muslim cemetery in Bologna, it said. Meloni’s far-
right Brothers of Italy party won elections last year 
on a pledge to curb sea arrivals, and her governing 
coalition, which includes Matteo Salvini’s far-right 
League, has clamped down on charity rescue boats.

Critics say the government’s policy of treating 
migrant boats in the Central Mediterranean—the 
world’s most dangerous crossing—as a law enforce-
ment issue, rather than a humanitarian one, may have 
fatally delayed the rescue last month.

Meloni and Interior Minister Matteo Piantedosi 
have rejected accusations they failed to intervene to 
save the boat, which set off from Turkey and was car-
rying Afghan, Iranian, Pakistani and Syrian nationals.

Prosecutors have opened an investigation into the 
disaster, which occurred despite European Union 
border agency Frontex saying it had alerted Italian 
authorities to the heavily overcrowded boat.

Piantedosi, fiercely criticised for initially blaming 
the victims for trusting their lives to traffickers, told 
parliament on Tuesday that Frontex had not said 
the boat was in any danger. But opposition leaders 
insist the coastguard is supposed to rescue all ves-
sels carrying migrants because boats run by human 
traffickers are inevitably dangerously overcrowded 
and ill-equipped. They have also asked why a rescue 
operation was not launched once police boats that 
had been sent out to meet the vessel were forced to 

turn back in increasingly rough seas. A member of 
parliament who visited some of the 80 survivors told 
La Repubblica daily on Tuesday that they had been 
kept in poor conditions, without even enough beds 
or special provisions for families and minors.

Meloni has called for the EU to further bolster ef-
forts to tackle the issue that she says penalises Italy. 

The country records tens of thousands of arrivals 
by sea yearly, mainly from North Africa. European 
Commission president Ursula von der Leyen has 
called on the EU to “redouble efforts” on an action 
plan for the Central Mediterranean, particularly re-
garding the distribution of asylum seekers among 
member states. — AFP

Italian PM gathers ministers near 
deadly migrant shipwreck site

At least 72, including children, perished as overcrowded boat sank in stormy weather 

CUTRO: Photograph shows a view of a memorial with flowers, crosses and balloons on a beach near Cu-
tro, with the Mediterranean Sea in the background, where at least 72 migrants died on February 26, after 
their boat sank off Italy’s southern Calabria region.  — AFP

US democracy 
group downgrades 
Peru, Burkina 
WASHINGTON: Peru and Burkina Faso led a global 
deterioration in freedom last year but a number of oth-
er nations made improvements, giving hope in the fight 
against authoritarianism, a US democracy research 
group said Thursday.

In its 50th annual report, Freedom House downgrad-
ed both Peru and Burkina Faso on its index of coun-
tries and also assessed declines in Russia, Nicaragua, 
El Salvador and Hungary, among others. Peru, whose 
political chaos grew last year with the impeachment 
of president Pedro Castillo after he tried to dissolve 
Congress and rule by decree, was moved from free 
to partly free, while Burkina Faso, which endured two 
coups in 2022, went down to not free.

The report found an overall decline in global free-
dom led by concerns about freedom of expression, with 
media coming under pressure in at least 157 countries. 
But 2022 also saw bright spots. Colombia and Leso-
tho were both upgraded to free from partly free and 
Freedom House saw improvements in nations including 
Slovenia, Kosovo, Kenya, Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Zambia. Colombia saw the election of its first left-wing 
president, Gustavo Pedro, who has vowed to increase 
democratic inclusion, while Lesotho elected diamond 
tycoon Sam Matekane on a platform of transparency 
and economic reforms in the landlocked African nation.

The 2022 report “documents a continuation of trou-
bling trends, but it also gives some reason to hope that 

the freedom recession of the past 17 years may be 
turning a corner,” Freedom House president Michael 
Abramowitz said in a statement.

Latin America is a key frontline, with the oppo-
site shifts in rankings for Colombia and Peru. The 
report covers the time before the inauguration in 
Brazil of President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, who 
defeated the far-right Jair Bolsonaro.

“For years, Latin America was a stable region, 
there were relatively high levels of freedom and Cuba 
as an outlier, until authoritarian consolidation took 
hold in Venezuela and then in Nicaragua,” said Amy 
Slipowitz, a co-author of the report.

In Peru, she pointed to authoritarian steps taken by 
former president Alberto Fujimori, who ruled from 1990 
to 2000, as a harbinger of recent trends in the country, 
which has seen six presidents in five years.

“One of the trends we found in the broader global 
research was that both coups and attempted coups can 
lead to long-term deterioration down the line,” she said, 
pointing to after-effects of the 2014 military takeover 
in Thailand and the 2016 attempt to oust Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Freedom House listed Ukraine, which is battling a 
Russian invasion, as partly free. While judging Ukraine 
to have democratic elections, it pointed to concerns 
over corruption and President Volodymyr Zelensky’s 
efforts to control media content with the stated aim of 
countering Russian propaganda.

India, which boasts of being the world’s largest de-
mocracy, was listed as partly free for the third straight 
year after being downgraded over curbs on civil liber-
ties and freedom of expression under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. Freedom House is primarily funded by 
the United States as well as other democratic govern-
ments but operates independently. — AFP

Pope John Paul II
helped ‘cover up’
child abuse
WARSAW: John Paul II “knew” about cases of child 
abuse by Catholic priests in Poland and helped 
cover them up before becoming pope in 1978, a 
new book claims. Dutch journalist Ekke Overbeek 
spent more than a decade combing through ar-
chives and interviewing victims and witnesses for 
“Maxima Culpa”, which has sparked an outcry in 
the pope’s native Poland.

“I found evidence that he not only knew... about 
cases of sex abuse among his own priests in the 
Archdiocese of Krakow, but he also helped to cov-
er up those cases,” Overbeek told AFP before the 
book’s release Wednesday. Overbeek — who has 
been living in Poland for more than 20 years — had 
already published a bombshell account of victims of 
paedophile priests in 2013.

Some of the documents cited in his new book 
come from the archives of the Communist-era se-
cret police, with defenders of the pope pilloring 
the author for using them. However, Overbeek 
told AFP that “the archives of the Roman Catho-
lic Church are closed for journalists,” an obstacle 
also encountered by others looking into the ac-
cusations against John Paul II.

The Polish church has refused to provide doc-
uments to the judiciary and a public commission 
of inquiry investigating cases of church abuse of 
minors. Overbeek said he checked his findings 

with other sources, including the victims, wit-
nesses and their testimonies.

“I was the first person who they talked to about 
what they have been through as children,” Over-
beek added, saying survivors were afraid to stand 
up in public. “In this country, the victims of clerical 
sex abuse are afraid... it should be the other way 
around,” he insisted. A personality cult around John 
Paul II — who was made a saint in 2014 — is still 
strong in Poland but has been crumbling in recent 
years, especially among younger people. Ekke 
Overbeek’s book is likely to deal a further blow to 
the former pope’s image. — AFP

VATICAN: File photo shows Pope John Paul II talking 
to two children after he celebrated the New Year’s 
Mass in St Peter Baslica at the Vatican. _ AFP

US releases Saudi
Gitmo detainee...
Continued from Page 1

change their viewpoint while ensuring they will be 
monitored as they return to society.

The review board said in a statement Wednesday 
that it recommended that Sharbi be transferred to 

Saudi custody “subject to the implementation of a 
comprehensive set of security measures including 
monitoring, travel restrictions and continued infor-
mation sharing”. With Sharbi’s release, 31 detainees 
remain at Guantanamo, down from a peak of near-
ly 800. Of them 17 are eligible for transfer and the 
Pentagon and State Department are seeking coun-
tries to accept them. Another three are eligible for a 
Periodic Review Board review, while nine are facing 
charges under military commissions and two have 
been convicted in such commissions. — AFP 

Joy and pain of
states casting off...
Continued from Page 1

Others could follow. Despite his confidence, 
Tshering has reason to be on edge. Booming hydro-
electricity exports to regional power India have tak-
en the per capita income of Bhutan’s 800,000 peo-
ple to about $3,800 a year, 30 percent higher than 
its giant neighbor.

But the coronavirus pandemic and global infla-
tion have forced up spending and the government 
last year banned the import of foreign cars to stop 
money leaving the country. “Life is all about adap-
tation,” Tshering said. “It is about losing and gain-
ing. You lose one, you gain one. I think we are going 
to lose on availability of some grants but we will be 
accessible to more business opportunities or more 
investments. It is just a trick of the game.”

National pride is also at stake for Bangladesh, 
dubbed a “basket case” by US secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger after its creation in 1971. The gar-
ment industry has turned the South Asian nation of 
170 million into an export powerhouse, with per cap-
ita GDP also above India. But analysts say exports 
will contract once LDC privileges disappear. And 
Bangladesh has sought about $5 billion in interna-
tional loans over the past year to bolster reserves.

Bangladesh Employers Federation president Ar-
dashir Kabir said the country remains determined. 
“We are not afraid at all, we will generate our own 

resources, we will move forward.” Losing the LDC 
tag brings credibility and “attracts investment from 
the world’s biggest countries,” he said. Nepal’s Dep-
uty Prime Minister Narayan Kaji Shrestha told AFP: 
“Graduating means we are going up. We cannot be 
under the banner of LDC for all time.”

To gain promotion to Middle Income Country 
status, candidates have to pass two out of three tests 
- get gross national income above $1,222 a year or 
reach set scores for human welfare or economic vul-
nerability. UN committees then scrutinize cases for 
years. The Maldives became one of the rare success 
stories in 2011. But President Ibrahim Mohamed So-
lih told the summit it has been a “bittersweet story”. 
Successive crises have hit the atolls that draw tour-
ists from around the world.

Before graduation, the 2004 Asian tsunami was 
“devastating”, costing almost 60 percent of GDP, 
Solih said. When COVID-19 forced a near glob-
al lockdown in 2020, it turned “a thriving upper 
middle-income country into a ‘no-income country’ 
for three months.” The Ukraine war caused more 
“havoc” with higher commodity prices. Solih said 
countries are “anxious” about leaving the club 
with many of the “vulnerabilities” that made them 
poor in the first place.

The LDCs want trade privileges to be kept for at 
least six years after graduation but richer countries 
are resisting. East Timor President Jose Ramos Horta 
said the crises “have not moved the banks, the rich 
and the powerful to think rationally that unless all act 
as part of the same humanity, insensitivity and reck-
less avarice will sink the global ship.” — AFP

Baghli calls for
action to dispel...
Continued from Page 1

achievements made in the past years at the lev-
el of women empowerment, she warned, urging for 
collective efforts at various levels to maintain these 
accomplishments. 

In her lengthy address, Baghli affirmed that Ku-
wait abides by international treaties against all forms 
of indiscrimination against the women. “I have come 
from a country where the woman has played crucial 
roles throughout history for its development, main-
taining it in peace and war and the Kuwaiti woman 
has proven that she is capable to face challenges and 
difficulties, turning into an effective and prime factor 
for building modern Kuwait,” she said.

On paper, Kuwait’s constitution guarantees gen-
der equality, and in practice, the Kuwaiti woman has 
demonstrated perseverance, determination and am-
bition for making achievements at various levels. In 
addition to recognizing women rights, as enshrined 
in the Kuwaiti constitution and a series of relevant 
legislations, Kuwait has adhered to the UN Conven-

tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW), since joining it in 1994. 

Kuwaiti women’s accomplishments have been 
steadily mounting since 2005, when their struggle 
bore fruit, earning them enfranchisement. Baghli 
added she is proud of participating in the Cabinet 
not only as minister of social affairs, but also as state 
minister for women and childhood affairs, a ministe-
rial post recently established for the first time, mir-
roring the Kuwaiti political leadership’s keenness on 
enabling women and boosting their rights.

As tangible examples of how Kuwaiti female cit-
izens have been taking strides, Baghli noted that 
women account to 59 percent of the national work-
force, higher than the aspired global standard of 39 
percent, and 21 percent of leaders. Therefore, they 
have become a key force in attaining the national de-
velopment strategy, Kuwait’s 2035 vision.

At the scientific level, the proportion of the fe-
male students in medical and engineering colleges 
has reached 75 percent, and 100 percent in medical 
sciences and pharmaceutical faculties. The propor-
tion of women working at the Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research (KISR) has reached 47 percent, 
she said, concluding that many active Kuwaiti wom-
en have earned highly privileged awards. — KUNA 

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Social Affairs Minister and Minister of State for Women and Childhood Affairs Mai 
Al-Baghli attends the Women in Islam conference on March 8, 2023. — KUNA 



PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia’s former prime minister
Muhyiddin Yassin was arrested Thursday after
anti-graft authorities questioned him for alleged
misuse of public funds meant to fight COVID-19.
Muhyiddin, who was prime minister for 17 months
between 2020 and 2021, at the height of
Malaysia’s battle against the coronavirus, is
expected to be slapped with multiple charges in
court on Friday, the Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission (MACC) said in a statement.

He now leads an opposition coalition against
Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim’s government
after failing to muster enough support to return
to  power  fo l lowing genera l  e lect ions  in
November last year. Muhyiddin, 75, visited the
MACC office earlier Thursday, a day after he
was summoned by the body.

The agency later said Muhyiddin was arrested
and will be held overnight pending the filing of
the charges. He was questioned as part of an
investigation into irregularities relating to an eco-
nomic st imulus package-introduced by
Muhyiddin when he was prime minister-to help
the country recover from the effects of the pan-
demic “and related matters”, MACC said.

The former leader will  face “a number of
charges” relating to violation of laws against

corruption and money laundering, the state-
ment said. He could face up to 20 years in jail
if convicted but is likely to be out on bail while
the case is being heard.

The MACC had earlier launched a probe into the
alleged misuse of pandemic funds by Bersatu, his
political party. It froze Bersatu’s bank accounts last
month, and two leaders of the party have been
charged with bribery related to the stimulus pro-
gramme. Muhyiddin has denied any wrongdoing
and his supporters say the probe is meant to dis-
credit Bersatu ahead of state elections in July.

‘Political harassment’ 
About 100 supporters gathered outside the

MACC building and shouted their support for
Muhyiddin as he arrived earlier in the day. “The
summoning of Muhyiddin is a political harassment,”
Bersatu senior member Baba Deni told AFP.

“The idea is to tarnish his image as he is the
president of Bersatu. It is also to sabotage the
party’s popularity among young voters.” Premier
Anwar, who denied interfering in the investiga-
tions, has alleged that billions of dollars in COVID
relief funds were disbursed without proper pro-
cedure while Muhyiddin was in office. Muhyiddin
rose to prominence during the tenure of former

prime minister Najib Razak, who is now serving a
12-year jail term for corruption linked to the
plunder of state investment firm 1MDB. He fell out
with Najib in 2015, when he was sacked after
criticising the government over the 1MDB scan-
dal. Muhyiddin later joined a party set up by for-

mer premier Mahathir Mohamad and helped to
oust Najib and his party, the United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO). Then in a volte-
face typical of Malaysia’s turbulent politics, he
joined hands with UMNO again to win enough
support to become premier. — AFP
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Malaysia ex-premier Muhyiddin 
arrested by anti-graft body

Former leader to face a number of charges relating to violation of laws against corruption 

PUTRAJAYA: Former prime minister of Malaysia and Perikatan Nasional (PN) chairman Muhyiddin Yassin (C)
arrives at the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC) headquarters to give a statement over allegations
that his party misused public funds meant to fight COVID-19 in Putrajaya on March 9, 2023. — AFP

PANGKALAN VILLAGE: Handout picture shows rescue team evacuate the body of a victim that was found buried
by a landslide at Pangkalan village, in Natuna Islands. — AFP

Wreckage of missing 
Philippine plane 
found, all six dead
MANILA: The wreckage of a small plane that
went missing six weeks ago in the northern
Philippines was found in jungle on Thursday,
with all six people on board confirmed dead,
rescuers said. The Cessna plane took off from
Cauayan airport in Isabela province on January
24 on a route that would have taken it across the
Sierra Madre mountain range. It failed to arrive
at the nearby Maconacon airstrip on the Pacific
coast. “Sadly, there were no survivors,” civil
defence off icer Constante Foronda told
reporters after the crash site was found in thick
forest on the mountain range.

Difficult terrain means it will take rescuers three
days to take the bodies of the pilot and five pas-
sengers to the nearest town, Divilacan in Isabela.
The discovery comes as a search operation contin-
ues for a medical evacuation helicopter that went
missing on March 1. The aircraft was flying a
patient from the remote Mangsee Islands to a hos-
pital on the western island province of Palawan.
Five people were on board, including an American
pilot and American nurse. A pillow belonging to the
patient and the shoes worn by the nurse have been
recovered from the water. Another Cessna plane
crashed on an active volcano in the central
Philippines on February 18, killing all four people
on board, including two Australians. — AFP

BENI: File photo shows a young man is wrapped in the
Democratic republic of Congo flag in Beni during a
prayer vigil in remembrance of the victims of the
ungoing unrest in the East of the country. — AFP

Indonesia 
landslide death 
toll rises to 30
JAKARTA: The death toll from a landslide on a
remote Indonesian island rose to 30 after res-
cuers found more bodies on Thursday, an official
said. The landslide struck Monday on Serasan
Island, located in the Natuna region between
Borneo and Peninsular Malaysia.

“As of 11:50 am (0450 GMT) today, nine bodies
have been found,” local government spokesperson
Patli Muhamad told AFP. The bodies were found
buried under the rubble and landslide debris at
Pangkalan village, Muhamad said, adding that 24
people are still missing. Muhamad said the poor
weather that had previously hampered search and

rescue efforts had improved and communication lines
were also being gradually restored. Indonesia is
prone to landslides during the rainy season, aggravat-
ed in some places by deforestation, and prolonged
torrential rain has caused flooding in different areas
of the archipelago nation.

Experts say the country’s weather-related dis-
asters are likely being made worse by climate
change . The  head  o f  Indones ia ’s  Nat iona l
Disaster Mitigation Agency (BNPB) Suharyanto,
who goes by one name, said the Natuna district
government had agreed to relocate dozens of
families away from the affected area to mitigate
the risks from future disasters.

Meanwhile, floods further south in Banjar dis-
trict, in the Indonesian part of Borneo, have inun-
dated more than 17,000 houses and disrupted
lives for a month. Neighbouring Malaysia has also
been hit with torrential rains and floods. Nearly
41,000 people were evacuated last week in several
states of the country. — AFP

US ready to let 
Taiwan leader 
meet McCarthy
WASHINGTON: The US State Department sig-
nalled Wednesday it would let Taiwan’s President Tsai
Ing-wen visit California to meet with House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy, downplaying the significance of the
event in the face of protests by China. McCarthy con-
firmed Tuesday that he would see Tsai in his home
state, sidestepping a potential visit by the top
Republican to Taiwan that policymakers there feared
could provoke a military response from Beijing.

State Department spokesman Ned Price
described Tsai’s expected travel as “transit” rather
than a “visit” to the United States, which supports
but does not recognize the self-ruling democracy
claimed by Beijing. “Transits of the United States by
high-level Taiwan officials are consistent with long-
standing US policy and with our unofficial and
strong relations with Taiwan,” Price told reporters.
“That is nothing new. It is not something that would
break any new ground. It is entirely consistent with
the status quo,” Price said. He said that Tsai has
already transited through the United States six times
since she was inaugurated in 2016. But those trips
were largely on the way to or from Taiwan’s dwin-
dling number of allies in Latin America, not for high-
profile talks in the United States.

In 1996, the State Department, under pressure
from Congress, let Taiwan’s then president Lee Teng-
hui visit his alma mater Cornell University in New
York, setting off a crisis in which China fired missiles
into waters near the island.

China took similar action in August after a visit to
Taiwan by McCarthy’s predecessor, Nancy Pelosi, in
what some experts saw as a rehearsal for an invasion
by a now more powerful Beijing. China said that it
was “gravely concerned” by news of Tsai and
McCarthy meeting and “firmly opposes” any official
contact between the United States and Taiwan.

“I want to stress that China... firmly opposes the
ringleaders of the Taiwan independence separatists
scurrying off to the United States in any name and
under any pretext,” said Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning. On Thursday, Taiwan’s for-
eign ministry said China had “no right to point fin-
gers” at the island’s diplomatic exchanges.—AFP

40 die in DR Congo
rebel attacks
BENI: Suspected Allied Democratic Forces (ADF)
militants have killed over 40 people in twin attacks
in eastern DR Congo, local officials said Thursday,
in the latest bloodshed across the turbulent region.

The ADF, which the Islamic State group claims as
its central African affiliate, is one of the deadliest
armed militias in eastern Congo, accused of slaugh-
tering thousands of civilians.

Fighters from the group attacked the neigh-
bouring villages of Mukondi and Mausa, in the
Beni territory of North Kivu province, during
Wednesday evening and the early hours of
Thursday, officials said. “It’s total desolation,” said
Kalunga Meso, a local administrator. “They
rounded up people and then executed them”.

He told AFP that 38 people had been killed in
Mukondi and eight in Mausa, stressing the death toll
was provisional. Mumbere Arsene, a local civil-soci-
ety figure, said 37 people had been killed in
Mukondi and eight in Mausa.

“All the dead people were killed with knives,”
he said. The Kivu Security Tracker (KST), a
respected violence monitor, said on Thursday that
armed men had ki l led at least 30 people in
Mukondi, by machete. AFP was unable to inde-
pendently confirm the death toll.

The ADF is among the most violent of the dozens
of armed groups active in eastern Congo and has
been accused of a string of bomb attacks and civil-
ian massacres. Thousands have died at its hands,
many of them in the Beni region, say monitors. A
joint Congolese-Ugandan military operation target-
ing the militia in eastern DRC has been underway
since late 2021, but attacks have continued.

Last week, the United States offered a reward of
up to $5 million for information concerning ADF
leader Seka Musa Baluku.

Security Council visit 
The latest ADF attack comes as a United Nations

Security Council delegation is due to arrive in the
DRC on Thursday. The envoys are due to visit con-
flict-torn North Kivu during their three-day visit,
according to the official programme, in order to
assess the security and humanitarian crisis.

Hundreds of thousands of people have been dis-
placed inside the province, which besides suffering
ADF attacks in its north, is also beset by M23
rebels. The Tutsi-led M23 group has captured
swathes of territory since re-emerging from dor-
mancy in late 2021, and has recenty been gaining
further ground on Congolese troops.

An M23 advance is now threatening to cut off all
road links to Goma, a regional trade hub with
Rwanda to its east and Lake Kivu to its south.

The DRC accuses Rwanda of backing the M23
— an assessment the United States, several other
western countries and independent UN experts
agree with. Kigali denies the charge.

Dozens of armed groups roam eastern DRC,
many of which are a legacy of regional wars that
flared in the 1990s and early 2000s. — AFP

Rescuers ‘fear worst’ 
for three trapped deep 
down Spanish mine
SURIA: Rescuers were struggling on Thursday to
reach three people trapped deep underground after
an accident at a Spanish potash mine, with officials
admitting they “feared the worst”. Rescuers said
they were trapped “at a depth of about 900 metres”
(2,950 feet) after one of the galleries collapsed at
the Cabanasses mine in Suria, 75 kilometres (46
miles) northwest of Barcelona.

The accident occurred just before 9:00 am (0800
GMT). Several hours later, their deaths appeared to
be confirmed in a tweet by Catalan regional leader
Pere Aragones but it was deleted just minutes later.
“We deeply regret the death of the three miners in
the accident in Suria mine,” he wrote.

Many local and national media outlets said they
had died, quoting sources among the rescue servic-
es. But police said they could only confirm whether
they were dead or alive “when they were reached
by a doctor” and their families had been notified.

Speaking to reporters at the scene shortly
afterwards, regional  inter ior  minister  Joan
Ignasi Elena did not confirm their deaths but
said: “The information we have makes us fear
the worst.” “The authorities that could confirm
such a thing haven’t been able to reach them yet
because we have to ensure their safety,” he
said, indicating it would be “reckless” to rush
such an operation. In a tweet, the regional fire
service said efforts to reach them were likely to
continue “for the next few hours.” 

Mine recently passed inspection 
Police said they had dispatched specialists in

mountain and underground rescue operations
along with a dog unit to the mine while the emer-
gency services sent two medical helicopters and
a team of psychologists.

In a tweet, Daniel Crespo, rector of the
Polytechnic University of Catalonia (UPC), said two
of those caught in the mine collapse were “master’s
students at the Manresa engineering school”. It was
not clear what they were doing at the site.

“This is terrible news,” tweeted Labour Minister
Yolanda Diaz, sending “love and solidarity to the
families and colleagues of the workers caught up in
the collapse at the Suria mine”. Owned by ICL
Iberia, the Spanish arm of Israel’s ICL Group, which
specialises in fertilisers and chemicals, the
Cabanasses mine had recently passed a security
inspection, officials said.

“The last inspection was just three weeks ago
and it was cleared without any sign of irregulari-
ties,” Catalan regional business minister Roger
Torrent told reporters at the scene. ICL Iberia is the
only company that produces potassium salts in
Spain, handling both the extraction, treatment and
marketing, its website says.

Based in Suria, it has 1,100 employees. Two min-
ers died in December 2013 when a gallery collapsed
at the same mine, the Catalan press reported at the
time, citing an official statement. The last major min-
ing accident in Spain was two months earlier, in
October 2013, when six people were killed and five
others injured following a gas leak at a coal mine in
the northwest. It was the worst accident at a
Spanish mine since 14 miners were killed in August
1995 during a methane explosion at a coal mine in
the northern province of Asturias. — AFP



WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden will pres-
ent what amounts to his expected 2024 reelec-
tion pitch Thursday with the unveiling of a pro-
posed budget protecting free health care for the
elderly, while taxing wealthy Americans to help
slash the national deficit.

The Democrat’s speech in Philadelphia will
throw down the gauntlet to Republicans. They
insist the priority is cutting the deficit without
tax raises, but have yet to say what expenses
they’d reduce instead.

That standoff is at the heart of a battle of ideas
as the country slides toward both a potential crisis
over servicing its national debt and the 2024 presi-
dential campaign. Biden has still not confirmed his
reelection bid but the budget rollout is seen as one
more step in the build-up to an announcement.

Because Congress, currently split between
Democratic and Republican control, has power
over federal taxes and spending, the annual ritual
of the White House budget unveiling is more a
wish list or policy guide than anything else.

“A budget is a statement of values,” Biden said
on Twitter. Main points already teased include a
pledge Wednesday from the White House to cut

the ballooning federal deficit by $3 trillion over the
next decade, in part by raising taxes on the
wealthy and corporations. Previously, Biden said
he was aiming for a $2 trillion reduction.

At the heart of his proposals will also be a plan
to raise taxes on those earning more than
$400,000 a year to ensure that Medicare-the
government-funded health care system for people
over 65 — remains solvent.

Hiking the Medicare tax from 3.8 to 5 percent
for those wealthy individuals would ensure the
program’s viability “beyond 2050 without cutting a
penny in benefits,” Biden said earlier this week.

Populist pitch 
Republicans have rejected voting for any tax

increases, saying Biden is pushing out-of-control
spending and anti-business policies. However,
Biden’s gambit is that by laying out a deficit cut-
ting plan funded by the very wealthy he will win
broad support, while being able to paint his
Republican opponents as out of touch.

White House Press Secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre said Biden’s plan is to make “the wealthy
and big corporations pay their fair share, with-

out raising taxes on Americans” earning less
than $400,000 a year.

The Republicans, however, will add to the deficit
“with handouts to the rich, big corporations and
special interest groups,” she said. In Biden’s elec-
tion-ready populist vision, the wealthy are cur-
rently getting a free ride, while the struggling mid-
dle class just needs a “little bit of breathing room.”

But the battle over narratives is far from just
academic. The US Treasury has effectively already
run out of money for this year-and urgently needs
Congress to approve taking on extra debt or risk
plunging the economy into crisis.

The previously approved $31.4 trillion borrow-
ing ceiling maxed out in January. If the borrowing
limit is not increased or suspended before current
emergency measures expire, then the US govern-
ment could default on its obligations for the first
time. That doomsday scenario could kick in as
early as July, the Congressional Budget Office said
in February. Republicans say the ever-growing
federal debt points to the need for slashing spend-
ing, but Democrats say Republicans are using the
issue as a way to weaken Medicare and other
long-popular programs. — AFP
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SELMA, ALABAMA: File photo shows US President
Joe Biden delivers remarks to mark the 58th
anniversary of Bloody Sunday, at the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in Selma. President Joe Biden will
present what amounts to his expected 2024 reelec-
tion pitch Thursday, March 9, 2023, with the unveil-
ing of a proposed budget protecting free health
care for the elderly, while taxing wealthy
Americans to help slash the national deficit. — AFP

KCCI and IOE officials discuss during the meeting.

White House to cut ballooning federal deficit by $3 trillion over the next decade

US president Biden throws down 
2024 gauntlet with populist budget

Kuwait’s banking 
sector is a model 
of sustainability 
BEIRUT: Kuwait’s banking sector has been sus-
tainable for 80 years, Secretary General of
Kuwait Banking Association (KBA) Dr Hamad Al-
Hasawi said Thursday. Al-Hasawi made the state-
ment to KUNA on the sidelines of participation in
the meeting of associations and Union of Arab
Banks’  secretaries, in the presence of  UAB
Secretary General Wissam Fattouh. 

There is great confidence and support from
the monetary policies of the Central Bank of
Kuwait (CBK), he said. During the global financial
crisis in 2008, Kuwait’s banks, upon the directives
of CBK, played a key role in maintaining stability
of this sector, he stressed. The Kuwaiti banking
sector is growing and successful, and has distin-
guished profitability, he noted. 

Despite crises caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic and others, the banking sector still makes
profits and registers an acceptable growth on the
international level, Al-Hasawi indicated. On
Thursday’s meeting, Al-Hasawi said the partici-
pants submitted a working paper related to
Lebanon’s crisis, referring to some observations
on either the crisis or an alternative plan to reach
a rapid breakthrough to it. Meanwhile, Fattough
said the ABA would give Al-Hasawi its 2023
award due to his great experience in this sector. 

He noted that most Arab countries need imple-
menting and activating development programs. He
said that economic transformation into the Arab
countries needs serious participation from the pri-
vate sector, mainly the banking. For his part, Samir
Humoud, a Lebanese expert, said the banks should
play a role in attracting deposits to pump money
into national economy. 

There is no unclear line between the investment
and commercial banks, he said, calling for more
activating role of investment banks in the region.
The meeting discussed some issues on a vision of
the ABA on providing solutions to the current
financial and economic crises. The conferees also
reviewed the Arab banking legislations’ encyclo-
pedia, and other topics. — KUNA

Dr Hamad Al-Hasawi

KCCI discusses easy
expat transfers 
within Kuwaiti market
By Majd Othman

KUWAIT: In the presence of the International
Labor Organization (ILO) and the International
Organization of Employers (IOE), Kuwait Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (KCCI) held a meeting
on Tuesday to discuss the issue of facilitating the
transfer of expatriate workers within the Kuwaiti
market. The meeting complements efforts by KCCI
along with ILO to deal with challenges facing the
Kuwaiti labor market, which were exposed by the
COVID-19 pandemic and the current and future
needs of the market, according to the KCCI report.

The chamber stressed the issue of the transfer of
expatriate labor within the local market has two
sides - those who agree with facilitating the trans-
fer of workers and increasing freedom of movement
between employers, especially considering the dif-
ficulty of recruiting new workers from abroad. On
the other hand, some believe that in light of compe-
tition between sectors, companies and institutions
to attract competencies and cover the shortage in

the supply of labor, controls should be put in place
on transfers so that an employer does not lose what
he invested in his workers in terms of training,
refining skills and recruitment costs.

The meeting also discussed social protection for
expatriate workers in Kuwait, guaranteed by law no.
6 of 2010 regarding work in the private sector,
which protects the worker through many means,
including the obligation to set a minimum wage and
giving a worker a period of three months before
terminating their services. It also spoke about end-
of-service gratuity and keenness of the Public
Authority of Manpower and Kuwaiti banks to trans-
fer salaries to workers on the scheduled dates.

During the meeting, representatives of small
and medium enterprises touched on the difficul-
ties they face regarding end-of-service benefits
after the pandemic, as the pandemic and its
repercussions stopped the financial flows of many
projects that were just starting.

Meanwhile, KCCI declared it will issue a report
including the results of what has been discussed,
as well as the results of a questionnaire that the
chamber previously distributed to its members in
the last week of Feb 2023 to better identify the
views of companies in Kuwait regarding the issue
of labor transfers and the required reforms, in
addition to getting acquainted with the opinion of
companies about the current social protection
systems for expatriate workers.

US worries China 
will use supply 
chains as weapon
WASHINGTON: The United States worries that
China will use its power in global supply chains as
an additional weapon to advance its political and
military might, a report released Wednesday
showed. The “Annual Threat Assessment” issued by
the Director of National Intelligence said China is
already using its supply chain dominance to force
foreign companies and countries to transfer tech-
nologies and intellectual property to it.

China hit back against the assessment on
Thursday, terming the report “slander” and saying
it “confuses black with white.” The US intelligence
community sees Beijing using its economic power
in parallel with military strength to secure regional
and global influence.

“The government of China is capable of lever-
aging its dominant positions in key global supply
chains in an attempt to accomplish its goals,
although probably not without significant cost to
itself,” the report said. That could be a particular
danger if China is able to take over Taiwan, anoth-

er leading contributor to industrial and technolo-
gy components, it said.

China seizing Taiwan “probably would have
wide-ranging effects, including disruption to global
supply chains for semiconductor chips because
Taiwan dominates production of cutting-edge
chips,” it said. The disruptions of the Covid-19 pan-
demic showed the world the importance of supply
chains-the way components of products make their
ways from myriad sources around the world
through various countries for preliminary and final
assembly before products reach the market.

The pandemic demonstrated how the disruption
of a single factory in China or elsewhere could halt
the work of major industrial operations around the
globe. The “Annual Threat” report singled out
China’s dominance in technology sectors including
semiconductors, critical minerals, batteries, solar
panels, and pharmaceuticals.

It pointed to an April 2020 speech by Chinese
President Xi Jinping, who said China sought to
increase control of key supply chains to be “able to
use those supply chain dependencies to threaten
and cut off foreign countries during a crisis.”

“China’s dominance in these markets could pose
a significant risk to US and Western manufacturing
and consumer sectors if the Government of China
was able to adeptly leverage its dominance for
political or economic gain,” it said. — AFP

US private hiring 
heats up, Fed warns of 
inflationary pressures
WASHINGTON: US employers stepped up their
pace of hiring in February, payroll firm ADP said
Wednesday, while the central bank warned that
inflationary pressures remained widespread in early
2023. The figures are the latest sign that more effort
may be needed to cool the world’s biggest econo-
my, following a series of recent indicators showing
that hiring remained strong, consumer spending
resilient and inflation persistent.

These came despite the Federal Reserve’s efforts
to tame price increases, raising interest rates eight
times since early last year to ease demand. Private
sector employment surged more than expected by
242,000 jobs in February, around double the
revised 119,000 figure in January, while wage
growth continued, the latest ADP report said.

“We’re seeing robust hiring, which is good for
the economy and workers, but pay growth is still
quite elevated,” added Nela Richardson, chief econ-
omist at ADP, in a statement. Wage growth in
February slowed to 7.2 percent compared with a
year ago, the survey showed, while the figure for
workers who changed jobs also eased to 14.3 per-
cent. “The modest slowdown in pay increases, on its
own, is unlikely to drive down inflation rapidly in the
near-term,” Richardson cautioned.

Recession risk 
The Fed has been walking a fine line to ease

demand without tipping the economy into a
recession. But “inflationary pressures remained
widespread” in recent times, even though price
increases moderated in many districts across the
country, the central bank said in its “beige book”
survey of economic conditions.

The report, also released on Wednesday, added
that “labor market conditions remained solid.”
Despite hiring freezes by some firms and reports of
layoffs, employment continued to increase at a mod-
est to moderate pace in most areas, the Fed said.

Fed Chair Jerome Powell warned on Tuesday that
policymakers are prepared to step up the pace of
rate hikes — and lift rates higher than previously
anticipated — if needed to cool inflation and the
robust jobs market. Although a separate Labor
Department report for January showed that job
openings dropped, Matthew Martin of Oxford
Economics said “the decline is far too modest to
convince that labor market conditions are cooling
enough to bring down inflation.”

Meanwhile, the ratio of unemployed per job
opening, a measure that Fed policymakers pay
attention to, slipped slightly but remains well above
a level associated with a labor market that is neither
tight nor has slack, Martin added. “Workers contin-
ue to feel confident in finding new employment,
while employers are reluctant to let go of workers
they struggled to find initially,” he said. 

Wage growth ‘elevated’ 
The ADP report said Wednesday that “job gains

are solid and wage growth remains elevated.” The
majority of job gains last month came about in the
service-providing industry, in particular leisure and
hospitality, as well as in financial activities. ADP
added that small establishments are “a particular
area of weakness,” given that this segment has shed
jobs every month since August 2022. Analysts, how-
ever, caution against extrapolating too much given
that the data can diverge from official numbers.

For now, the figures appear stronger than
expectations for the private sector portion of
payrolls in Friday’s government data release, said
Rubeela Farooqi, chief US economist at High
Frequency Economics. “We expect payrolls to
remain positive for now,” she added. “But the
pace should slow as the Fed pushes rates further
into restrictive territory.” — AFP
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Data show eurozone
economy stagnating
BRUSSELS: The eurozone economy stagnat-
ed in the fourth quarter of 2022, the EU’s sta-
tistics agency said Wednesday, revising its
previous figure recording weak growth. And
the economy of the full 27-member EU con-
tracted by 0.1 percent in the last quarter com-
pared with the previous period, Eurostat said
after compiling revised data.

If the EU economy shrinks in the first quar-
ter of 2023 that will mean it will have entered
a technical recession-two straight quarters of
economic contraction. The figures are bad
news for Europe, which suffered the brunt of
sky-high energy prices after Russia’s assault
on Ukraine. In contrast, the US economy grew
0.7 percent in the fourth quarter.

The agency recorded no change for the
single currency area’s economic growth of
3.5 percent in 2022 but revised the EU’s
from 3.6 percent to 3.5 percent. In 2021, the
eurozone and EU economy grew by 5.3 and
5.4 percent respectively.

“There have been some positive signs in
the past couple of months, but policy tighten-
ing is likely to push the eurozone into reces-
sion this year,” Jack Allen-Reynolds, deputy
chief eurozone economist at Capital
Economics, said in a note.

The European Central Bank (ECB) has
been raising rates since last year and if anoth-
er hike comes in March, it would be its sixth
increase since July. As more data comes in it is
clear that the eurozone economy is strug-
gling,” said ING senior eurozone economist
Bert Colijn. “When we look deeper into the
GDP release a bleaker picture is revealed.”

“As expected, growth was revised down
thanks to weaker than initially released German
and Irish data, but even stagnation seems to
overstate the real performance of the eurozone
economy in the fourth quarter,” he said. — AFP

KUWAIT: The latest released data by the
Ministry of Justice - Real Estate Registration &
Authentications Department - indicates a
decreased real estate market activity during
February 2023 versus January 2023 (after
excluding the crafts activity and the coastal strip
system). Total value of traded contracts and pow-
er of attorneys (POAs) was at KD 193.9 million in
February, a -31.6% decline versus KD 283.6 mil-
lion in January 2023, and a -37.2% decline versus
KD 308.6 million in February 2022. It seems that
the impact of the increase in interest rates has
begun to negatively affect the liquidity of the
local real estate market, as the monthly average
of during the last 12 months (March 2022 -
February 2023) was KD 307.5 million, while the
monthly average liquidity for the last 3 months
(December 2022 - February 2023) was KD 233.8
million, and the possibilities of another rise in the
interest rates are still great.

Trading during February 2023 was distributed
between KD 187.8 million in contracts and KD
6.1 million in POAs. Number of real estate deals
during February reached 359, of which 347 are
contracts and 12 are POAs. The highest share in
real estate deals went to Ahmadi Governorate
with 131 deals representing about 36.5% of the
total number of real estate deals. Hawally
Governorate came second with 87 deals and rep-
resenting 24.2% of total deals. The lowest share
went to Jahra Governorate with 16 deals, repre-
senting 4.5% of the total.

The value of private housing activity reached
KD 127.9 million, dropping by -9.6% compared
with KD 141.5 million in January 2023. While its
share of total real estate activity rose to 66.0%
versus 49.9% in January. The 12-monthly average
of private housing activity stood at KD 164.3 mil-
lion. This means that February’s trading value is -
22.2% lower than the average. The number of
deals for this activity dropped to 258 deals ver-
sus 298 deals in January. Accordingly, the value
of private residential deals averaged KD 496
thousand versus KD 475 thousand in January,
indicating a 4.4% increase.

The value of total investment activities scored
KD 60.6 million, decreasing by -33.8% when
compared to KD 91.5 million in January 2023. Its
contribution to overall real estate trading activity

decreased to 31.2% versus 32.3% in January. The
trailing-12-months trading average of investment
activity scored KD 92.3 million. This means that
the average trading value during February was -
34.4% lower compared with the 12 months’ aver-
age. In addition, the number of deals dropped to
93 compared with 95 deals in January. Therefore,
the average value per deal for investment activity
scored KD 651 thousand versus KD 963 thou-
sand in January, a decrease by -32.4%.

Commercial activity trading value decreased
to KD 5.4 million, or by -88.8% compared with
KD 48.3 million in January 2023. Its share out of
total real estate trading value decreased to 2.8%
compared with 17.0% in January. The Average
value of commercial activity trading in the past 12
months scored KD 48 million. This means that
trading value in February was -88.7% lower than
the 12 months’ average. Its deals totaled 8 com-
pared with exact number for January. The aver-
age value per deal for February reached KD 675
thousand versus a KD 6 million average for
January, a -88.8% decline.

When comparing total February 2023 trading
with February 2022, we note that liquidity in the

real estate market decreased from KD 308.6 mil-
lion to KD 193.9 million, i.e. a -37.2% decrease as
mentioned previously. The drop was driven by
the decrease of the commercial activity by -
88.8% and the investments residential activity by
-38.2%, also the decrease in the private residen-
tial activity by -21.3%.

Kuwait’s real estate market shrinks 
Highest share in real estate deals went to Ahmadi Governorate with 131 deals
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TORKHAM: A dusty logjam of trucks inches across 
a rut in the mountains splitting Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, teeming with a cargo of fruit and coal-
and paying the Taleban authorities for the privilege 
of passage. In downtown Kabul, a patrol of account-
ants inspects a bazaar, billing shopkeepers for trad-
ing honey, hair conditioner and gas hobs under the 
snapping white flag of the country’s new rulers. 

Afghanistan is frozen deep in a second winter of 
humanitarian turmoil since the Taleban seized power 
in 2021, but cash is changing hands at a dizzying 
pace. The Taleban administration is proving adept at 
collecting tax-and seemingly without the corruption 
associated with the previous administration. 

At Torkham on the border, one trucker told AFP 
that under the old regime he would pay 25,000 
Afghani ($280) at illegal checkpoints along a 620 
kilometre (380 mile) trip to Mazar-i-Sharif. “Now 
we travel day and night, and no one asks us to pay,” 
said 30-year-old driver Najibullah. 

In late January, the World Bank reported “strong” 
revenue collection at 136 billion Afghani ($1.5 billion) 
over the first nine months of 2022 — broadly in line 
with the final full year of the US-backed regime. 

“It has been reported quite consistently that 
they’re doing quite well on revenue, and that too is 
happening when economic activity is quite subdued,” 
an official with a foreign organisation in Afghanistan 
told AFP. “It was a shock.” However, in a country 
where the United Nations says half the citizens face 
severe hunger, the figures beg many questions.  

 
At the coalface   

About 60 percent of the Taleban treasury is 
funded by customs, the World Bank says, raised at 
tumbledown checkpoints like Torkham in eastern 
Nangarhar province, where truckers trade rubber-
stamped paperwork for cash. 

Incoming freight is mostly food-oranges, potatoes 
and World Food Programme (WFP) flour-but the out-

going lane is dominated by a convoy of lavishly painted 
trucks loaded with chromite and coal. Neighbouring 
Pakistan has been hammered by the global energy cri-
sis caused by the war in Ukraine at a time when an 
economic crisis has withered its dollar reserves. 

So it brokered a deal to pay for Afghan coal in 
rupees-cutting out usual suppliers in South Africa 
and Indonesia. According to a 2022 report by 
research group XCEPT, coal exports to Pakistan 
likely doubled under the Taleban government and 
earned Afghanistan $160 million in tax-three times 
what the previous administration was capable of. 

But the mining industry relies heavily on child 
labour, with punishingly low pay and the barest 
safety measures. “This has been their strategy 
from day one-to increase revenue no matter what,” 
former deputy commerce and industry minister 
Sulaiman Bin Shah told AFP. 

The Taleban’s lodestar has always been law and 
order-albeit on their ultra-conservative terms-and 
there are signs Kabul’s coffers have benefitted from 
a crackdown on corruption which leeched the US-
backed government for 20 years. 

Afghanistan climbed 24 places up Transparency 
International’s corruption perception ranking last 
year, a rare case of a metric improving for the 
country. “Afghanistan has that capacity, which 
now we are collecting,” said finance ministry 
spokesman Ahmad Wali Haqmal. 

“The main problem was the corruption.” But 
analyst Torek Farhadi sees it another way. “They 
are more effective because people are scared of 
them,” he said. “The Taleban have an iron grip 
on the administration. They have the guns, and 
nobody can steal any money.” 

 
Out of the shadows  

The Taleban’s transition from insurgents to 
bureaucrats is not entirely surprising. During 
their 20-year guerilla war, they established a 

shadow government in many areas they con-
trolled, including courts, regional governors and a 
tax system to fill their war chest. 

Afghanistan’s customs director Abdul Matin 
Saeed once ran shadow toll booths for the insur-
gency in Farah province, bordering Iran, and Balkh, 
bordering Uzbekistan, roving the territory on 
raspy motorbikes to evade capture. 

“We didn’t have complete control over the 
roads... but still we were meeting our ends,” he 
told AFP. This experience was “very handy” when 

the republic fell and he took office in Kabul, he 
says. The government’s ability to raise revenue 
has far-reaching implications. 

The international community has pressured the 
regime over restrictions on women’s rights with 
financial sanctions, but their ability to raise 
domestic revenue grants them greater independ-
ence. It also presents a dilemma for donors-does 
providing humanitarian support free up the 
Taleban administration to pursue discretionary 
aims such as quashing dissent? —AFP 

Afghanistan coffers swell  
as Taleban taxman collects

Cash is changing hands at a dizzying pace

 

China consumer  
inflation drops  
to lowest level  

 
BEIJING: China’s consumer price inflation 
last month fell to its lowest level in a year, 
official data showed Thursday, as the country 
emerged from strict pandemic controls and a 
Lunar New Year spending binge. 

February’s consumer price index (CPI) — 
the main gauge of inflation-rose one percent, 
down from a 2.1 percent annual rise in the 
first month of the year, according to the 
country’s National Bureau of Statistics (NBS). 

The latest f igure is the lowest since 
February 2022. NBS statistician Dong Lijuan 
said the drop was caused by a “decline in 
consumer demand after the holidays as well 
as sufficient supply in the market”. 

While a drop was expected, experts polled 
by Bloomberg ahead of the data’s release had 
predicted the CPI to hit 1.9 percent. Analysts 
say the fall was spurred by falling food prices 
and cautious spending behaviour, despite 
China’s reopening to the world after three 
years of its rigid zero-Covid policy. 

“This casts doubt on the strength of 
domestic demand recovery in the household 
sector,” said Zhang Zhiwei, President of 
Pinpoint Asset Management, adding that it 
also “contradicts” other indicators that a 
strong rebound may be in the works. 

“Nonetheless, the weak CPI inflation opens 
room for the government to launch more 
monetary easing policies,” said Zhang. China 
has been relatively sheltered from soaring 
global prices and the broader economic fall-
out from Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. —AFP 

TORKHAM: In this photo taken on February 2, 2023, a customs employee registers a cargo truck driver at the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan Torkham border post, in Nangarhar province. —AFP

In EU, a food  
fight over  
nutrition labels 

 
PARIS: Europe is taking longer than planned to 
concoct an EU-wide food-labelling system after a 
colour-coded scheme created in France did not go 
down well in culinary rival Italy. Fearing that cultural 
icons such as olive oil or Parmesan cheese would get 
bad grades, Italy successfully rallied other European 
Union nations to reject the French system. 

The European Commission was supposed to come 
up by late 2022 with a label aimed at helping con-
sumer make healthier food choices. France’s Nutri-
Score system was initially seen as the front-runner to 
be used across the 27-nation EU. The front-of-pack 
nutrition label has already been adopted by Belgium, 
Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Spain. 
Nutri-Score ranks food products on a green-to-red 
and A-to-E scale based on their nutritional value, 
from containing a good amount of protein or fibre to 
too much salt or saturated fat, but companies are not 
obligated to use the label. 

Some 270 scientists signed a call in March 2021 
urging the European Commission “not to yield to 
pressure groups” and back Nutri-Score, saying it 
was the only label that had undergone peer-reviews 
showing its “effectiveness and relevance to con-
sumers and public health”. 

But the European Commission decided against 
Nutri-Score, with its deputy director-general of 
food susta inabi l i ty, C la i re  Bury, say ing in 
September that i t  would not put on the table 
something that “polarizes the debates”. 

 
‘E’ for cheese  

Italy, Cyprus, Greece, the Czech Republic, 
Romania and Hungary opposed the French system. 
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, who took 
office in October, had lambasted such food labels as 
“discriminatory and penalising” for the country’s food 
industry. “An intensive lobbying campaign against this 
tool by commercial interests has regrettably muddied 
the waters and turned a public health debate into a 
political one,” said Emma Calvert, senior food policy 
officer at European consumers group BEUC. 

While the European Commission may still use 
Nutri-Score for inspiration in devising a system, 
it is also looking at other labels. Those include 
the green or black “Keyhole” system in Nordic 
countries and one backed by Italy, NutrInform 
Battery, which takes into account the potential 
portions of food consumed. 

Italy has argued that Nutri-Score is not a good 
reference because it is based on 100 grams or 100 
millilitres of food while certain products such as oil 
and cheese are consumed in smaller quantities. 

Rome worries that labels would be harmful to 
products that are staples of its Mediterranean diet, 
including olive oil, cheese, prosciutto and pizza. 
Italy’s main agriculture association, Coldiretti, has 
said that Nutri-Score ends up “excluding healthy 

and natural foods that have been at the table for 
centuries in favour of artificial products”. 

In France, the makers of the blue cheese Bleu 
d’Auvergne refuse to put the label their product, 
which would get the worst possible grade, a red E, 
for its salt and fat content. “How do you explain that 
Bleu d’Auvergne is classified as E when chips made 
in oil get an A,” said Sebastien Ramade, president of 
the Auvergne cheese association. But 875 brands 
representing 60 percent of the food market in 
France are using Nutri-Score, the system’s founder, 
nutritionist Serge Hercberg told AFP. “Some major 
brands still reject it, but more and more manufactur-
ers are adopting it, some of whom had strongly 
resisted it in the past,” Hercberg said. —AFP 

LuLu Hypermarket 
launches ‘Ramadan 
Special’ promotion 

 
KUWAIT: LuLu Hypermarket, the leading retailer in 
the region and the destination of choice for discern-
ing shoppers, is all set to welcome the holy month of 
Ramadan in a grand manner with the ‘Ramadan 
Special’ promotion that launched on March 8.  

Upcoming weeks will witness the launch of several 
promotions, and special discount offers and deals on 
Ramadan-related items, including on Ramadan foods, 
non-food items, household products, gifts and more.  

Heightening the spirit of the holy season and pro-
viding an attractive backdrop to the ‘Ramadan 
Special ’  promotion are displays of tradit ional 
Ramadan-related items, as well as the traditional 
Ramadan souqs set up in all outlets of the hyper-
market. The Ramadan souqs will be launched with a 
formal opening scheduled at the Al-Qurain outlet of 
the hypermarket on 15 March. 

Many exciting promotional events and one-time 
offers are also planned to be unveiled during the 
month of Ramadan, including special Ramadan-kits 
that carry all necessary Ramadan food items packed 
in a box, and special iftar meals counter that provide 
warm, ready to eat meals for those seeking to break 
the fast without the hassle of cooking. Special gift 
cards are also available at all outlets of the hyper-
market in denominations of KD 10, KD 25 and KD 
50 that can be purchased for presenting to family, 
friends or employees. 

Other major promotions and offers during the 
month of Ramadan include the ‘Dates Festival’ with 
al luring offers on best qual i ty dates;  ‘Big TV 
Majlis’ that offers amazing deals on big-screen tel-
evisions; ‘Ramadan Home Fest’ with special offers 
on various appliances, household items and fur-
nishings; as well as a ‘Ramadan Sweets Treat’ that 
provides special Ramadan sweet delicacies to 
cater to all those with a sweet tooth.  

In addition, there will also be ‘Ramadan Meat 
Market’ offering discounts on the choicest cuts; and 
‘Healthy Ramadan’ celebration that features organic 
foods, superfoods, vegan meals, and ‘free-from’ food 
products for those allergic to certain food items. A 

‘Ramadan Nights’ festival planned for the promotion 
period will further attract shoppers of all ages with 
fun-filled activities and food counters. 

The ‘Ramadan Special’ promotion reiterates LuLu 
Hypermarket’s continued commitment to participate 
in the community’s social and religious events and to 
provide shoppers with a comfortable and safe shop-
ping experience in an unrivaled ambiance, while 
offering high-quality products from around the 
world at exceedingly competitive prices.

NANTES: In this file photo taken on February 28, 2023 a 
nutri-score scales are seen on the packaging of products 
sold at a supermarket in Nantes, western France.  —AFP

Senegalese recyclers  
seek solutions in  
fight against plastic 

 
DAKAR: Discarded containers and bags are an 
eyesore in many towns, while beaches are covered 
by debris-Senegal’s notorious problem of plastic 
pollution is not going away. Fly-tipping is a scourge 
and landfills like the sprawling Mbeubeuss site near 
the capital Dakar are overstretched, with several 
thousand tonnes of detritus dumped daily, polluting 
the ground and water. 

For young Senegalese entrepreneurs keen on 
cleaning up their country and turning a profit in the 
process, enthusiasm is not lacking-but technology, 
funding and public awareness are. President Macky 

Sall has proposed turning Senegal into a “zero waste” 
nation and banned single-use plastics in 2020. 

But after decades of chaotic management in deal-
ing with the problems, activists see negligible 
progress. “The law is still not applied and alternative 
solutions are not put forward,” said Aisha Conte, 
head of the country’s zero-waste association. 

 
Recycling up close  

Onboard a ship that recently docked at Dakar, 
Baptiste Lomenech walked a group of entrepreneurs 
through some basics in plastic recycling. He’s a 
crewmember with Plastic Odyssey, a three-year 
around-the-world floating initiative that showcases 
expertise and equipment to would-be recyclers living 
in countries struggling with major plastic pollution. 

The Senegalese visitors were given a tour of the 
recycling process from start to finish-from shred-
ding and washing old plastic, drying it in a cen-
trifuge and finally heating it to a molten state and 

extruding it, so that it can then be moulded into into 
a new product. The idea is to introduce machinery 
that is simple to use, easy to acquire and unhin-
dered by patent protection. The 20-odd crew mem-
bers demonstrate the techniques and share their 
knowledge and experience with the visitors, who 
are all involved in local waste projects. The ques-
tions flowed. How long is the cooling process? How 
much does it cost? Can you increase the density? 

“I’ve broadened my scope and my thinking by 
coming here. I’ve seen that it’s doable to instal recy-
cling machines that don’t cost a lot,” said Boubacar 
Diakhite from a company called Defaratt, based in 
the northern city of Gandiol. 

“We knew we had the ability to do it but we 
didn’t know how to do it,” he told AFP. Twenty-nine-
year-old Lenora Hamon said she was planning to 
launch a plastic recycling site in southern 
Casamance with the Nio Far association. “Ideas? It’s 
given me about 100 a minute,” she raved. —AFP 

China issues sharp  
rebuke of Dutch chips  
tech export curb 

 
BEIJING: China said Thursday it “firmly oppos-
es” a decision by the Netherlands to implement 
new restrictions on the export of semiconductor 
production equipment, calling it the result of “bul-
lying and hegemony” by the West. 

The Netherlands, Europe’s premier maker of the 
machines used to manufacture microchips, has been 
pushed by Washington to impose curbs similar to 
those announced by US authorities last year. The 
export curb, revealed in a letter by Dutch Foreign 
Trade Minister Liesje Schreinemacher in a letter to 
parliament on Wednesday, comes less than two 
months after the country’s Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte discussed the issue with US President Joe 
Biden during a visit to Washington. Chinese foreign 
spokesperson told a press briefing Thursday that “a 
certain country has overextended the concept of 
national security, politicising and instrumentalising 
economic, trade and technological issues” in recent 
years-an apparent reference to the US. 

This is done “in order to deprive China of its 
development rights and maintain its own hegemo-
ny”, she said. “Even at the expense of the inter-
ests of its allies, (a certain country) has coerced 
and induced some countries to impose export 
restrictions on China. —AFP 
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Once a semi-legal sharing site, 
Crunchyroll is now a streaming 
giant credited with helping Jap-

anese anime transform from a nerdy 
subculture into a lucrative global indus-
try poised to conquer new markets. This 
year, the US-based company held its an-
nual Anime Awards in Tokyo for the first 
time, with the art form’s heavyweights 
gathering for what have become some 
of the industry’s highest accolades-and a 
sign of Crunchyroll’s influence.

Sony acquired the company in 2020 
for $1.17 billion and Crunchyroll now 
offers anime in over 10 languages on 
15 platforms. Its evolution from a site 
featuring user-generated content that 
faced copyright claims to a platform with 
over 10 million paying subscribers has 
helped drive an explosion in the popu-
larity of Japanese anime.

“We are really excited to see it be-
come a global movement and be adopt-
ed across the globe,” Crunchyroll presi-
dent Rahul Purini told AFP at the awards. 
Presenters this year included “Stranger 
Things” actor Finn Wolfhard and film-
maker Robert Rodriguez, a testament 
to “how anime has not only grown but 
become such a part of the mainstream 
cultural zeitgeist”, chief marketing officer 
Gita Rebbapragada said.

While classics like “Spirited Away” 
and “One Piece” have long had devoted 
followings, anime has grown exponen-
tially in recent years, helped in part by a 
pandemic-fuelled demand for indoor en-

tertainment. The global market for Jap-
anese anime grew 13 percent to an all-
time high of 2.74 trillion yen ($20 billion) 
in 2021, according to the Association of 
Japanese Animations.

‘Not one size fits all’ 
In the United States, “there is a sur-

prising amount of understanding that 
(anime) is not kids’ cartoons”, Reb-
bapragada said. “Number one opening 
weekends is not uncommon anymore 
for an anime film.” Crunchyroll can claim 

some of the credit: it is now dubbed the 
world’s largest online anime library, pres-
ent in over 200 countries and territories.

It offers anime, games and manga 
on its platforms, distributes animation 
films to US theatres, publishes manga 
and sells anime-related merchandise. 
When it was founded in 2006, howev-
er, it skated along the edges of legality, 
with its content being largely pirated, 
user-generated cartoon uploads that 
often raised copyright issues. It turned 
over a new leaf with the 2009 rollout of 

a fully licensed subscription plan, and 
has won over fans keen to give back 
to creators. The company believes 
the range of titles it offers is part of the 
reason for anime’s expanding market, 
with content going beyond tradition-
al “shonen (boys)” anime centered on 
coming-of-age tales about swashbuck-
ling heroes. “A lot of folks are familiar 
with ‘Dragon Ball’, that’s a major fran-
chise, but there’s the unique opportuni-
ties for something like ‘Spy x Family’,” 
chief operating officer Brady McCollum, 
referring to the recent comedy hit fea-
turing a telepathic girl and her make-be-
lieve parents. The ingredients for good 
anime are “not one size fits all”, he said.

‘Anime can come from anywhere’ 
Still, for those unfamiliar with an-

ime, who can sometimes assume the 
cartoon format is intended for children, 
violent or sexual content can come as 
a surprise. Anime is a “medium that 
encapsulates many different genres”, 
said Rebbapragada. “There’s going to 
be a huge swathe of things-some of it 
is going to be less palatable to some 
audiences than others.”

The company expects “really strong 
growth in anime and for ourselves” par-
ticularly in newer markets like India, said 
Rebbapragada. Anime’s growth has 
also invited competition from Japan’s 
neighbors such as China and South 
Korea, with “Your Name” director Ma-
koto Shinkai recently telling AFP that he 

thinks Chinese animation will “sooner or 
later overtake us”.

Most of Crunchyroll’s anime titles are 
still Japanese, though the firm sees ma-
jor progress in Chinese anime, and will 
stream the adaptation of South Korea’s 
best-selling webcomic “Solo Leveling”. “I 
think anime can come from anywhere,” 
Rebbapragada said. — AFP

Crunchyroll CMO Gita Rebbapragada (left) and COO Brady McCollum (right) posing for 
photographs following an interview with AFP in Toyko. — AFP photos

Crunchyroll CEO Rahul Purini posing for 
photographs during the Crunchyroll Anime 
Awards 2023 in Tokyo.

Shirley Kurata: Designer 
for the ‘Everything 
Everywhere’ multiverse

As a teenager, Shirley Kurata worked 
in the Aratani Theatre in the Little To-
kyo section of Los Angeles. On Sun-

day, the venue will host an Oscars watch 
party for her film “Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”-and she could be one of the 
winners. Kurata is up for her first Acade-
my Award for best costume design for the 
mind-bending sci-fi fantasy, for which she 
dressed Michelle Yeoh, Ke Huy Quan, 
Stephanie Hsu and Jamie Lee Curtis.

“It feels like coming full circle,” Ku-
rata told AFP in an interview ahead of 
the Oscars gala. “I’m so honored. I’m 
in the company of just very, very amaz-
ing and talented costume designers.” 
Kurata is competing against three past 
winners-Catherine Martin (“Elvis”), Ruth 
Carter (“Black Panther: Wakanda Forev-
er”) and Jenny Beavan (“Mrs Harris Goes 
to Paris”) -- and four-time nominee Mary 
Zophres (“Babylon”).

Dressed in a vintage floral jacket and 
skirt, a turtleneck (her wardrobe staple, 
she says) and neon green jelly shoes 
with purple soles, Kurata rocks a retro 
style, complemented by distinctive round 
glasses. On her pastel blue fingernails? 
The zany googly eyes seen throughout 
the film. “Everything Everywhere,” direct-
ed by Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert, 

goes into Sunday’s ceremony as a front-
runner with a leading 11 nominations in-
cluding for best picture. The movie tells 
the story of a Chinese American couple 
that runs a laundromat, is in trouble with 
the tax authorities and struggles to relate 
to their depressed lesbian daughter.

At the IRS office, Evelyn (Yeoh) and 
Waymond (Quan) are suddenly thrust 
into a battle spanning multiple univers-

es-against a sassy all-powerful villain 
who happens to be one version of their 
child. Kurata, whose parents also owned 
a laundromat, felt her collaboration with 
the Daniels, as the directors are known, 
was a “match made in heaven.” “I think 
they encouraged me to sort of just show 
my creative muscles,” she recalled.

Brainstorming with the Daniels 
Some of the costume ideas were set 

in the film’s storyboarding, like the be-
jeweled Elvis-style white pantsuit worn 
by the evil Jobu Tupaki (Hsu) when she 
turns policemen into confetti, Kurata ex-
plains. But the character’s myriad cos-
tume changes were not scripted. “We 
just sort of brainstormed like, okay, why 
don’t we have like a golf look for her or 
like a K-Pop look and we just sort of 
worked together,” she said.

Kurata didn’t even sketch out the 
more than 100 looks she ultimately pre-
pared for the film. There was no time. “I 
only had a month and a half to prep this 
movie, which is very short,” she said.

“The entire budget of my movie’s 
wardrobe was probably the equivalent 
of one Marvel costume,” she joked about 
competing with a well-funded block-
buster like “Wakanda Forever.” But her 
looks, spiced up with dramatic hair and 
makeup, popped off the big screen-and 
cropped up all over social media.

Especially popular were Jobu’s K-Pop 
look featuring a Jeremy Scott teddy bear 
sweater, goddess Jobu in an intricate-
ly beaded white dress with a Victorian 
collar, and Chaos Jobu-featuring a bit 
of each costume. “There were so many 
people dressing up” as the film’s charac-
ters for Halloween, she said. “I was like, 
okay, thank God, I succeeded.”

‘Unique, diverse story’ 
Kurata describes herself as part of 

Generation X, without offering a specific 
age. Born and raised in Los Angeles, she 
says she knew she wanted to be a de-
signer from age 10 or 11, and learned to 
sew from her mother. After high school, 
Kurata moved to Paris and trained for 
three years at the elite Studio Bercot.

When she returned to LA, she says 
there “wasn’t really much of a fashion 
scene” so she targeted Hollywood, build-
ing her resume on low-budget films and 
TV sets, as well as by working as a stylist 
on music videos and commercials. She 
ultimately headed back to the film scene 
because she enjoyed the “sense of fami-
ly” that develops on set.

Kurata, who will start work on her next 
project in May, says she prefers to work 
on films directed by women and people 
of color, as they offer a “unique, diverse 
story about the world.” She divides her 
time between Hollywood work and Vir-
gil Normal, the store she co-founded in 
Los Angeles with her designer husband 
Charlie Staunton.—AFP

Britain’s Prince Harry and his wife 
Meghan have begun calling their 
young daughter Lilibet a prin-

cess, apparently ending uncertainty 
over the royal titles of their two chil-
dren. Confirming her baptism last Fri-
day to the PA news agency, a spokes-
person for the couple referred to her 
as “Princess Lilibet Diana”. The chris-
tening reportedly took place at the Cal-
ifornia home of the couple, also known 
as the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. 
Buckingham Palace confirmed to PA 
that it would now update its website’s 
line of succession list.

Although the two children automat-
ically became a prince and princess 
when Harry’s father King Charles III ac-
ceded to the throne in September, they 
had remained listed as plain “master” 
and “miss” on the website. The titles 
had emerged as a contentious issue 
after the Sussexes quit royal life and 
moved to California in 2020.

In an interview with US chat show 
host Oprah Winfrey in March 2021, 
Meghan said that Buckingham Palace 
“didn’t want him (Archie) to become a 
prince”. In fact, Archie, now aged three, 
not being a prince was due to title rules 
set out by King George V in 1917. 

Those rules state that the title of prince 
or princess is only accorded to the male 
line grandchildren of the monarch and 
one other member of the family, not the 
great grandchildren.

The status of Archie and 21-month-
old Lilibet changed from great grand-
children to grandchildren of a monarch 
on the death of Queen Elizabeth II last 
year. Under George V’s rules, the only 
other member of the family entitled to 
be a prince is the eldest great grandson 
in the direct line of succession.

This resulted in the first child of 
Harry’s brother Prince William and 
his wife Catherine being known as 
Prince George. His younger sister 
and brother, Charlotte and Louis, also 
became a princess and prince after 
the late queen changed the rules in 
2012 to include them.

Since they moved to the US, Harry 
and Meghan have complained bitterly 
about their treatment as members of 
the royal family. Their latest broadside, 
the January publication of Harry’s au-
tobiography “Spare” is said to have 
significantly worsened relations be-
tween the self-exiled couple and other 
senior royals.—AFP

Rare West African
lion cubs caught on 
camera in Senegal

At three months old, even future 
kings of the savannah like to play. 
In Senegal, a video of three cubs 

that would have hardly been imaginable 
a few years ago, has given hope that the 
revered West African lion, which has been 
decimated over time, will be revived.

The US-based wild cat conservation 
organisation Panthera has released 
never-before-seen images of a lioness 
and three cubs spotted in February by 
a remote cameras in the Niokolo-Koba 
National Park in southeastern Senegal.

In what Panthera describes as a 
“thrilling sign of recovery for the critically 
endangered West African lion”, video 
footage shows the big cat eating an 
animal carcass while its three-month-old 
offspring try to imitate it.

They brandish their claws and 
fangs, testing them out on scraps of 
wood or their mother’s hindquarters. 
“This documentation of new lion life... 
indicates the remarkable recovery of a 
population on the brink of extinction”, the 
organization said in a statement.

Panthera has since 2011 been 
working with Senegal’s Department of 
National Parks on conservation efforts 
in the Niokolo-Koba park. In that time, 
the number of lions in the park has 
risen from 10 or 15 to around 30, the 
organization said. The West African lion is 
characterized by a narrow mane and bald 

appearance, and is genetically distinct 
from the African or Asian subspecies. 
There are between 120 and 375 of them 
left, according to Panthera.

Revered to the point of being cited in 
the Senegalese national anthem, West 
African lions have been decimated 
by poaching and the gradual loss 
of their habitat. Their historic range 
has shrunk by 99 percent, Panthera 
said, citing the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature.

Florence - the lioness caught on 
camera, who is thought to be nine or 
10 years old - has contributed to the 
population’s recovery. The cubs - two 
males and a female -- pictured with 
her are believed to be her third litter 
since 2021. — AFP

Costume designer Shirley Kurata, nominated for an Oscar for the movie ‘Everything Every-
where All at Once,’ poses for AFP in her store. — AFP photos

Costume designer Shirley Kurata, nominat-
ed for an Oscar for the movie ‘Everything 
Everywhere All at Once,’ poses for AFP in 
her store in Los Angeles.
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The tiny lobsters are safe from 
predators-including each other-as 
they eddy in large white plastic 

tanks swirling with artificial currents. In 
a few weeks’ time, as part of a conser-
vation project, they will leave their small 
shed in the northeastern English port of 
Whitby for the open sea. Whitby, whose 
dramatic abbey ruins were an inspira-
tion for “Dracula” author Bram Stoker, 
is Europe’s third-largest lobster port.

Some 100,000 lobsters are landed 
each year, providing jobs for 150 peo-
ple. Joe Redfern, who runs the Whitby 
Lobster Hatchery, hopes eventually to 
release the same number each year 
from his tanks. “We want to make sure 
that the marine environment is protect-
ed and the lobster populations are con-
served for the future,” the 31-year-old 
biology graduate told AFP.

Lobster pots are piled high on the 
quays of the port, but the crustaceans 

were once part of a much bigger fishing 
industry in Whitby. The town’s mainstay 
catch of white fish has collapsed, a re-
sult of overfishing and climate change. 
Fishermen also blame European Union 
quotas, before Britain quit the bloc.

In the 1990s, there were about 30 
big fishing boats in Whitby but by 2005, 
“there was only one”, according to Red-
fern, who has been a fisherman him-
self. White fish such as cod and had-
dock have migrated to colder waters 
north. Some of the Whitby boats moved 
with them, relocating to the Scottish 
ports of Peterhead and Aberdeen. “The 
guys that didn’t want to move, they had 
to migrate into shellfish,” said Jonathan 
Parkin, a 43-year-old Whitby fisherman.

Mass die-off 
A new disaster struck Whitby fish-

ermen from late 2021. Lobsters, crabs 
and other crustaceans began dying off 

in huge numbers. The cause remains a 
mystery. Locals suspect a government 
project to dredge for a new post-Brexit 
“freeport” in the Teesside region, to the 
north of Whitby. They say the dredging 
has stirred up chemical pollutants in the 
seabed-a legacy of Teesside’s past as a 
centre of heavy industry.

But a government-commissioned 
study by independent experts said in 
January that it was “as likely as not that 
a pathogen new to UK waters” was the 
cause. Plans for the hatchery began 
before the mass die-off. But Redfern 
said it could help “bring a bit of hope 
back into the communities” and show 
that “something can be done to start to 
rebuild”. The project involves harvest-

ing female lobsters, each carrying thou-
sands of eggs, from the North Sea so 
that they can hatch safely.

Cannibalism 
In the unforgiving open sea, the sur-

vival rate for lobster larvae is just one 
in 20,000, or 0.005 percent. By allowing 
them to grow in a protected environ-
ment, Redfern hopes to increase that to 
20 or 30 percent. As they are fed and 
develop in their hatchery tanks, the lar-
vae are separated when they reach the 
stage when, in the wild, they are like-
ly to eat each other. After two to three 
months, they are ready for the sea.

“Obviously when we release them, 
they won’t all survive, but what we’ve 

done is protect them over the larval 
stage, which is their most vulnera-
ble period,” Redfern said. The project 
raised more than £100,000 ($120,000) 
to get off the ground, from crowdfund-
ing and corporate sponsorship.

Individual donors can sponsor a lob-
ster and follow it until it is introduced into 
the sea. The idea came from the Whitby 
fishing community, drawing inspiration 
from a similar project in Cornwall, south-
west England. “It’s massively, massively 
important,” said Parkin, who is involved in 
the project. “We’re releasing future gen-
erations of lobsters for future generations 
of fishermen.”—AFP

Volunteer and fisherman Jonathan Parkin inspects an egg-bearing adult female lobster in the 
Whitby Lobster hatchery in Whitby, northern England. — AFP photos

Volunteer Richard Fewlass inspects an adult lobster in the Whitby Lobster hatchery in Whitby.

Manager and marine biologist Joe Redfern 
uses his phone to record stage-four juvenile 
lobsters in a segmented tray to protect them 
from other juveniles, in the Whitby Lobster 
hatchery in Whitby.

Fishers prepare their lobster pots before fishing for lobsters and crabs in the North Sea.

Fishing vessels moored to the quayside in Whitby.

Cops and 
Chechens: TikTok 
duo become 
unlikely stars
Middle-aged Austrian police officer 

Uwe and hip young Chechen so-
cial worker Ahmad may look like 

an unlikely duo, but their TikTok videos 
have become a huge hit in Austria. For 
years the Vienna police have been mull-
ing over ways to reach out to the city’s 
large community of Chechen exiles to 
break down stereotypes on both sides 
and improve dialogue.   Young Chechens 
feel targeted by the police, and say they 
are unfairly associated with crime and re-
ligious extremism in the media.

It didn’t help that in 2021 Austrian po-
lice officers were convicted of beating a 
Chechen after being caught on security 
cameras. It was at a meeting last year 
between police and Chechens to discuss 
ways forward, that Ahmad suggested do-
ing Q&A-style video clips about Austrian 

laws and rules and regulations. “I had a 
lot of problems with the police,” said the 
23-year-old, who left the troubled Cauca-
sus republic as a small child.

“But I had no one I could ask what 
I was allowed to do and what I wasn’t-
or even where I could get legal advice.  
“When I went to the police station to 
ask something, I was often insulted by 
the officers,” he told AFP. Listening to 
him that day at the meeting was Uwe, 
the 59-year-old neighborhood police 
officer who would become the other 
half of their double act.

‘People want selfies with me’
Since November, the duo dubbed 

“Cop and Che”, have been shooting short 
clips addressing a wide variety of issues 
from drugs to “What happens if I don’t 
have my papers?” or  “What am I risking 
by doing graffiti?”  But it was their video 
on the legalities of using firecrackers at 
New Year that literally rocketed them to 
success. So far, their videos, filmed with 
a mobile phone at a shopping mall in Vi-
enna, have been viewed over 2.6 million 
times-a huge audience in a country of 
nine million people.

Even teachers use the clips-which 
often tap into humor to get their point 
across-in schools.  “For us, maintaining 

a dialogue is one of the most important 
things” when it comes to integration, 
said Uwe. The grey-haired police officer 
often enlists Ahmad’s help to decipher 
the expressions and emojis used by 
teenagers in their comments below their 
videos. For the project to take off, “the 
police had to agree to hear our criticism 
so that we could work on a basis of mu-
tual trust,” said Ahmad.

To build bridges, especially with young 
Chechens, the police initially proposed 
football matches and chess games. “If 
you want to reach out to young people, 
that’s not going to work,” said Ahmad. 
Yet, neither “Cop” nor “Che” could have 
guessed that the videos would take 
on a life of their own, reaching not only 
Austria’s 35,000 Chechens but also other 
youngsters who would never dare to ask 
police questions in real life.

“Young people recognize me and want 
to take selfies with me,” said Uwe, who 
has never tasted fame before in his 40-
year career. Ahmad, however, has been 
feeling the downside of their success as 
well as the good, with some accusing him 
of siding with the police.  “But I don’t care, 
I do what I want,” he said.— AFP

Squeezing his eyes shut, a man 
breaks into song while filming 
himself getting a vasectomy-a Tik-

Tok trend helping dispel misinformation 
about the procedure whose demand 
has soared following US upheaval over 
abortion rights. Men across the United 
States have chosen to get snipped since 
the Supreme Court scrapped the federal 
right to abortion when it overturned Roe 
v. Wade last June, according to multiple 
urologists and reproductive health ex-
perts. Myths about vasectomy-a contra-
ception method popularized as the “male 
pill”-have long flourished on the internet, 
fueling what experts describe as nega-
tive attitudes about the procedure that 
has often been used as a punchline for 
emasculating jokes. Viral TikTok videos 
packed with buffoonery and mirth seek 
not only to demolish some of the myths, 
but to also promote the procedure as an 
option for men in solidarity with women 
robbed of basic reproductive rights.

Some men have gone as far as film-
ing themselves, from the waist up, while 
undergoing the surgery. “You’re getting 
neutered” was the title of one such vid-
eo by Las Vegas-based comedian Jim-
my McMurrin, which garnered over five 
million views. The common misconcep-
tions include that vasectomy is akin to 
castration or that it affects the libido and 
hormonal production, said Texas-based 
influencer Keith Laue, who created 
multiple TikTok videos about his proce-
dure. “I do believe they (TikTok videos) 
are helping to fight the myths and mis-
information around vasectomies,” the 
23-year-old told AFP. “I still have testi-
cles. Everything is normal.”

‘Baby factory’ 
The trend stands in contrast to many 

others on TikTok, a platform that experts 
say is flooded with unqualified influenc-
ers who peddle health misinformation, 

including vaccine and abortion-related 
falsehoods, often to boost engagement 
and views. “Many of the recent vasec-
tomy videos on TikTok highlight the Roe 
vs Wade ruling as the impetus for the 
decision to get a vasectomy, and how 
the onus of birth control should not fall 
mostly on women,” Katrine Wallace, an 
assistant professor at the University of 
Illinois Chicago, told AFP.

There is evidence that vasectomy 
rates have “significantly increased” 
since the court ruling, urologist Marc 
Goldstein from the Weill Cornell Medical 
College of Cornell University told AFP. 
That was echoed by several other urol-
ogists and fertility specialists contacted 
by AFP, with many reporting a multi-fold 
increase in vasectomies and a sharp 
spike in web traffic to pages offering in-
formation about the procedure.

Vasectomy, which prevents sperm 
from being released into semen, typi-
cally takes only a few minutes. Among 
the TikTok promoters of vasectomy, 
which experts say is less invasive and 
has a higher success rate than female 
sterilization methods like tubal liga-
tion, are women. Many cheered their 
husbands after they emerged from 
the procedure in viral videos using ti-
tles such as “Snip-Snip! Hooray!” and 
“Closing the baby factory.” 

Also gaining some traction were ed-
ucational videos by health experts who 
corrected wrong perceptions, including 
that vasectomy does not cause impo-
tence or increase the risk of prostate 
cancer. The trend appeared to reso-
nate with young people inclined to use 
TikTok-a platform which allows users to 
speak directly into the camera, creat-
ing a sense of intimacy-as their primary 
search tool even for crucial information 
related to health.—AFP

Chechen social worker Ahmad and Viennese 
police officer Uwe are pictured in a shopping 
mall in Vienna.— AFP photos



Tourist Benjamin Tuffy’s family 
spent their winter holidays in Ja-
pan’s picture-perfect snow. But 

they weren’t at the country’s famed ski 
resorts in Hokkaido or Nagano-they 
picked Fukushima. It’s a choice officials 
hope is becoming increasingly popular 
as they market the region’s snow re-
sorts and try to shed the stigma that lin-
gers more than a decade after the 2011 
nuclear disaster.

Fukushima’s ski industry was al-
ready struggling with warm winters and 
a decline in domestic visitors when a 
tsunami triggered the worst nuclear di-
saster since Chernobyl. Officials worked 
hard to attract foreign visitors despite the 
disaster, but then the pandemic struck 
and border closures kept tourists away 
for more than two years.

Tourism resumed normally in Octo-
ber, and Fukushima is again aggressively 
promoting its attractions, including at in-
dustry expos in Sydney and Melbourne. 
Tuffy, a 40-year-old Australian, chose 
the region’s Bandai Resort for a holiday 
along with his wife and two children.

He told AFP that the resort’s location, 
about 100 kilometers (62 miles) from 
the coast, had helped assuage any con-
cerns. “You have some distance, you’ve 
got mountains and you’ve got range, 
you’ve got a lot of clean air and clean life 
over here,” he said as he removed his 
snowboarding gear.

“We are aware, but we’re not con-
cerned. It was more like understanding 

the situation.” It has been 12 years since 
the three reactors at the Fukushima Daii-
chi plant went into meltdown after an 
earthquake-triggered tsunami that left 
18,500 dead or missing.

Evacuation orders were once in 
place for a 20-kilometre (12-mile) radius 
around the plant, but most of the prefec-
ture was never affected by radiation. And 
after extensive decontamination, just 2.4 
percent of the region remains off-limits. 
But “Fukushima’s popularity remains low 
among foreign tourists, 43rd among 47 
prefectures in Japan”, said Go Morimoto, 
managing director of the Bandai Resort.

‘Unlikely’ tourism comeback 
In pre-Covid 2019, nearly 50 per-

cent of inbound tourists visited Tokyo, 
30 percent went to Kyoto and eight per-

cent visited far northern Hokkaido, ac-
cording to the Japan National Tourism 
Organization. Just 0.3 percent went to 
Fukushima, which is only 90 minutes 
from Tokyo by bullet train.

The US investment fund that once 
owned the Bandai Resort decided to 
sell in 2015, convinced “it was sim-
ply unlikely that tourism would make a 
comeback”, Morimoto said.

Still, inspired by the success of snow 
destinations like Nagano’s Hakuba and 
Niseko in Hokkaido, Fukushima has 
tried to promote its plentiful white stuff. 
“Japan’s powder snow, popularly known 
as ‘Japow’ is a world-class tourism re-
source,” said Morimoto.

“Niseko and Hakuba have benefitted 
from it, but Fukushima, not so much, de-
spite the potential.” It was the main draw 
for Anne Cathcart, 68, on her third trip to 
Fukushima. But she acknowledged some 
reservations before her first visit.

“I thought ‘Ermm Fukushima? I’ve 
heard of that, the nuclear disaster’,” the 
Australian said. But she found the re-
gion’s snow “so amazing”, that she has 
been back multiple times. “It’s never dis-
appointed,” she said.

Instagram-savvy visitors 
The influx is a welcome relief for lo-

cals like Miwako Abe, who has run a sou-
venir shop for around three decades in 
Ouchijuku, an ancient rest stop for trav-
elers. “At one point I didn’t know what 
to do, because we didn’t see anyone at 
all here,” the 59-year-old said as tourists 
snapped selfies by a row of traditional 
thatched houses under heavy snow.

The area is particularly popular with 
tourists from areas of Asia with little or 
no snow. “I see more people from Tai-
wan... They buy stamps at my shop 
and send postcards,” Abe said. It is 
something of a vindication for region-
al authorities in a battle they waged 
to keep alive a small railway running 
through a picturesque gorge.

The Tadami line was badly affected 
by torrential rains just four months after 
the nuclear disaster. But a report sug-
gested just 49 people a day were using 
the flood-affected part of the route be-
fore the disaster, and operator JR East 

planned to scrap it. Local authorities 
were convinced it could draw tourists 
and agreed on a scheme to invest if JR 
East kept the route.

It reopened in full only last Octo-
ber and has been flooded with Insta-
gram-savvy visitors, said Tetsuya Sato 
of the Yanaizu Tourism Association. “As 
soon as the line resumed, the carriages 
were full of passengers, even on week-
days,” said Sato, whose association web-
site is now available in English, Chinese 
and Thai. “We never expected this trend, 
but we are so happy.”— AFP

Scientists 
use TikTok to 
explain, fight 
climate change

With his moustache caked in 
icicles and frozen droplets, 
glaciologist Peter Neff shows 

his 220,000 TikTok followers a sam-
ple of old ice excavated from Antarc-
tica’s Allan Hills. The drop-shaped 
fragment encapsulates tiny air bub-
bles, remnants of 100,000-year-old 
atmosphere. The greenhouse gases 
trapped inside carry precious informa-
tion on Earth’s past climate, explains 
@icy_pete as he brings the translucid 
nugget closer to the camera.

A growing number of scientists 
are leveraging the short-form video 
app TikTok to boost literacy on cli-
mate change, campaign for action or 
combat rampant disinformation online. 
Some have gone viral on one of Gen 
Z’s favourite platforms.

“TikTok allows me to give people a 
lens through which they can embody 
the experience of being a climate sci-
entist in Antarctica,” Neff told AFP. “I 
share my insider perspective on how 
we produce important records of past 
climate without having to spend too 
much time on editing and playing all 
the games to make perfect content.” 
Neff is one of 17 tiktokers and insta-
grammers listed in the 2023 Climate 
Creators to Watch, a collaboration be-
tween startup media Pique Action and 
the Harvard School of Public Health.

‘We have a responsibility’ 
Some experts are also using the 

platform as a megaphone for climate 
action. NASA climate scientist Peter 
Kalmus started posting videos on 
the platform after he was arrested 
in a civil disobedience action or-
ganized by the Scientist Rebellion 
group in Los Angeles in April 2022. 
“When you engage in civil disobedi-
ence, you’re taking a risk in order to 
try to have a positive benefit on soci-
ety,” Kalmus told AFP.

“So you want that civil disobedi-
ence action to be seen by as many 
people as possible.” Kalmus’s most 
viral video to date shows him locked 
to the gates of the Wilson Air Center in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, delivering a 
speech to protest about carbon diox-
ide (CO2) emissions from private jets.

The researcher sees his @cli-
matehuman channel as a way to 
motivate people, especially younger 
demographics, to become activists. 
He also wants to ensure the spread 
of accurate information on the climate 
emergency. Bringing climate literacy 
on TikTok is crucial to counterbalanc-
ing climate-related misinformation, 
according to Doug McNeall, a climate 
scientist at the UK Met Office and lec-
turer at the University of Exeter.

“Climate scientists need to show 
up,” said McNeall, active on TikTok 
under the username @dougmcneall. 
“We have a responsibility to make 
sure that the people promoting cli-
mate misinformation on purpose 
don’t get a free header,” he said, us-
ing a football metaphor.

An analysis by US-based public 
interest think tank Advance Democ-
racy found the number of views of 
TikTok videos using seven hashtags 
associated with climate change de-
nialism such as “#ClimateScam” and 
“#FakeClimateChange” increased by 
more than 50 percent over the course 
of 2022, to 14 million views. In Feb-
ruary this year, Doug McNeall and 
other experts such as Alaina Woods 
(@thegarbagequeen) posted videos 
flagging unfounded theories flourish-
ing on the platform about so-called 
“15-minute cities”.

The concept is simple-an urban 
setting in which all amenities such 
as parks and grocery are accessible 
within a quarter of an hour’s walk or 
bike ride from a person’s home, re-
ducing CO2 emissions from urban 
car commutes. But searching for 
“15-minute city” on TikTok turns up 
mostly scornful videos claiming the 
schemes will restrict residents’ move-
ments and fine people for leaving 
their neighborhoods.—AFP
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French singer Marcel Amont, a mu-
sic-hall star known for hits such 
as “Bleu, blanc, blond”, died on 

Wednesday at the age of 93, his fami-
ly said. The whimsical showman, who 
had a 75-year career, died at his home 
in Saint-Cloud, on the outskirts of Paris, 
according to a statement from his family.

Born on April 1, 1929 in Bordeaux, 
Amont moved to Paris in 1950, gradually 
making a name for himself in cabarets. 
In 1956, his first record received a Grand 
Prix from the Academie Charles-Cros and 
he opened for Edith Piaf at the Olympia.

He had a small role alongside Bri-
gitte Bardot in the 1956 film “The Bride 
Is Much Too Beautiful” but his film career 
never took off. The early 1970s marked 
the high point of his career.

He received a gold record in 1971 
and starred in a TV show, then later tried 
his hand at musical comedy, saying “the 

reviews were good but no one came”. 
Amont celebrated his 90th birthday on 
stage in Paris in 2019, at a concert at 
the Alhambra, with artists such as Serge 
Lama and Nicoletta. — AFP

Snowboarders gather at a ski course overlooking Lake Inawashiro at the Alts Bandai Snow 
Park & Resort in Bandai Town, Fukushima prefecture. 

Hotel guests dancing together around the stage to folk songs at the Bandai Onzan Hotel in 
Bandai Town, Fukushima prefecture. 

Tourist Benjamin Tuffy (left) and his daughter skiing at a snowy ski slope at the Alts Bandai 
Snow Park & Resort in Bandai Town, Fukushima prefecture. 

Skiers and snowboarders gather at a ski course overlooking Lake Inawashiro at the Alts 
Bandai Snow Park & Resort in Bandai Town, Fukushima prefecture. 

Glaciologist Peter Neff holds a fragment 
of Antarctic ice containing 100,000-year-
old air bubbles. — AFP 

 Tourist Benjamin Tuffy (left) and his daugh-
ter at the Alts Bandai Snow Park & Resort in 
Bandai Town, Fukushima prefecture. 

French singer Marcel 
Amont dies at 93

This undated file picture shows French 
singer Marcel Amont who died on March 8, 
2023 aged 93. — AFP photos

Disaster to destination: 
Fukushima woos tourists with snow
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Netflix documentary useful 
tool in promoting tennis

INDIAN WELLS: World number three Casper
Ruud would like to see the Netflix tennis docu-
series “Break Point” look more at on-court compe-
tition, but Maria Sakkari was glad she opened up on
the show. “I hope that next season we will get a lit-
tle bit more action on court and not maybe as much
other things,” said Ruud, whose run to the 2022
French Open final was featured in one episode.

The Norwegian said he made a conscious deci-
sion not to reveal too much of his personal life
before the cameras. But he said the show did cap-
ture the ups and downs players face — including a
provoking moment at the French Open when
grounds crew, fearing rain, would not let him warm
up before his semi-final. “I was quite angry,” he
said. “They said that it was supposed to rain, it was-
n’t raining when we arrived on court. That was the

sort of hiccup and the argument that was ongoing.
“I don’t know if it was good or not but Netflix

was there catching it all. I was getting more and
more frustrated because they just refused us to
play even though it wasn’t raining. “I’d almost for-
got that happened because it was a big week for
me, a big tournament. I reached my first final at a
Grand Slam, and that little hiccup was not what I
was thinking about, you know, when the show was
going to come out. “But it was a little bit funny
also seeing back on what can happen sometimes
for us. It’s not always a smooth ride.”

He would have liked to see more of the tension he
felt facing two Scandinavian opponents, including
his comeback from two sets to one down in the third
round to a Finnish foe. Greece’s Sakkari, whose run
to the 2022 Indian Wells WTA final was covered in

one episode, was forthcoming about the difficulties
of the mental side of the game and said she thought
it was right to open up. “I just felt like that if I do it, I
want to do it the right way,” Sakkari said. “I don’t
want to hide anything. I don’t want to fake.”

She did say the producers “have some kind of
charisma or a way to just make you feel, in a good
way, like we are friends so you’re having a friend-
ly chat. “Then once you get to know them a little
bit more, then you open up and you feel comfort-
able just talking about your emotions and how
you feel on the tour. “I just didn’t feel like there
was any reason for me to hide and not be trans-
parent and honest on how I felt last year because
it was very challenging.

“I’m very glad that a lot of people liked it actual-
ly, and I’ve been getting very good feedback.”

Higher profiles
Sakkari and Ruud both said being on the show,

which has been confirmed for another season, had
raised their profiles. Ruud recalled a woman at a
grocery story in Florida, where he was training
last month, telling him she and her husband had
watched him the night before in the show. “I
haven’t been, like, an overnight worldwide super-
star or anything, but I guess some more people in
the world have seen the show. “It’s positive for us
if more people know and are interested in tennis.”
Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime said he thought
the impact was more noticeable in the United
States. “Going to dinner or a grocery store, a lot
more people are recognizing me and other play-
ers,” he said. “They say, ‘I just watched your
episode and I loved it.’ — AFP 

RHONE: The pack of riders, including UAE Team Emirates’ Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar (2nd right) wearing the
overall leader’s yellow jersey, cycles during the 5th stage of the 81st Paris - Nice cycling race, 212,5 km between
Saint-Symphorien-sur-Coise and Saint-Paul-Trois-Chateaux, on March 9, 2023. —AFP 

‘Break Point’ looking more at on-court competition

Alcaraz chases Indian 
Wells title and return 
to number one
INDIAN WELLS: Top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz can
replace Novak Djokovic with a victory at the Indian
Wells ATP Masters, and the 19-year-old Spaniard
says he’ll give it all he’s got. “I’m gonna go for it,”
Alcaraz said Wednesday as first-round matches got
under way in the California desert. Alcaraz is chas-
ing a third prestigious Masters 1000 title, and if he’s
successful he’d be just the second player, after com-
patriot Rafael Nadal, to bag three as a teenager.

The young star will face stiff opposition in for-
mer world number one Daniil Medvedev, who rolls
into Indian Wells having won three straight tourna-
ments at Rotterdam, Doha and Dubai. Some gloss
is gone with Djokovic, who won a 22nd Grand
Slam title at the Australian Open this year, absent
because of US restrictions on non-citizens who
have not been vaccinated against COVID-19.
Injury forced Nadal out, but eight of the top 10
men in the world are here, including third-ranked
Stefanos Tsitsipas-runner-up to Djokovic in
Melbourne-and fourth-ranked Casper Ruud.
Defending champion Taylor Fritz of the United
States is seeded fourth ahead of Medvedev.

Fritz beat Nadal in a dramatic final last year to
become the first American to win the men’s title in
Indian Wells since Andre Agassi in 2001. His current
No 5 in the world rankings makes him the highest-
ranked US man since Andy Roddick reached num-
ber five in September of 2009. “Of course there’s a
lot of great players in this draw who have a chance
to win the tournament, but I say that I have my
chances to win the tournament,” Alcaraz said. “For
me winning the tournament and being number one
again is a really good goal.”

Alcaraz downplayed any lingering injury fears
after pulling out of the ATP 500 in Acapulco last
week with a right hamstring strain. Alcaraz had been
clearly hindered in falling to Cameron Norrie in the
Rio Open on February 26, although he’d beaten
Norrie seven days earlier in the final at Buenos
Aires. Alcaraz’s South American run followed a four-
month injury layoff, during which he missed the
Paris Masters with an abdominal tear and the
Australian Open with a hamstring injury.

However, Alcaraz said he wasn’t overly con-

cerned about the spate of injuries. “I’m not worried
about it at all,” Alcaraz said, adding that he thought
it was largely a matter of “bad luck.” “I’m doing the
right things off the court,” he said. “I’m doing great
work and I just had bad luck sometimes.” While
Tsitsipas downplayed his chances on Wednesday,
saying he was still struggling with a shoulder injury
he sustained after his run to the Australian Open
final, Medvedev was understandably bubbling with
confidence upon arrival in California.

Medvedev aims higher
“I feel great,” Medvedev said. “Of course, like

always in tennis it’s a new week in completely the
opposite side of the world, but the level of confi-
dence is there. “I never had three back-to-back
titles, so feeling great.” He’s hoping his current hot
form can see him change his fortunes at Indian
Wells, where he has yet to reach the quarter-finals
in five prior appearances. “Let’s see if I can do it
better this year,” said Medvedev, who will take on
American Brandon Nakashima in his second-round
opener. Nakashima ousted veteran compatriot John
Isner 7-6 (9/7), 6-3 on Wednesday.

The men’s field also features former champions in
Cameron Norrie and Dominic Thiem. Norrie won
the title 17 months ago when Indian Wells was held
in the fall because of a pandemic rescheduling.
Norrie, whose 18 match wins in 2023 are second
only to Medvedev’s 19, will open against Diego
Schwarzman, a 6-1, 6-2 first-round winner over fel-
low Argentinian Federico Coria. Thiem, meanwhile,
is making his first appearance in Indian Wells since
he beat Roger Federer for the 2019 title. — AFP 

INDIAN WELLS: Carlos Alcaraz of Spain poses for a
photo whilst attending media interviews during the
BNP Paribas Open on March 08, 2023. — AFP 

6th round of Kuwait 
Equestrian League 
KUWAIT: The sixth round of Kuwait Equestrian
Federation League will be launched on Friday at
Kuwait Riding Center in Sabhan with the partici-
pation of all age groups from all local clubs.
International referee Nabila Al-Ali, who is the sec-
retary general of KEF said the league champi-
onship is becoming stronger with several riders
hunting for top places. She said the league’s sixth
round will have nine runs. The first day will have
competitions at 70-90 cm, 105-110 cm, 115-120
cm, 125-130 cm, 135 - 145 cm.

Competitions will resume with the grand prize
run at 140-145 cm in addition to runs at heights of

110, 120, 130-135 cm. The
total prize money is KD
10,000. The referees
committee is chaired by
Ibtisam Al-Arouri and
includes Sharon Al-
Quoud, Lama Abdelal
and Nada Al-Awadhi.
The competition path
will be designed by
Yaqoub Al-Nasrallah,
Mohammad Al-Saeed
and Alaa Al-Sultan. Rider
Ali Al-Kharafi leads the

ranking with 131 points, followed by Abdelrahman
Al-Fuzai from Hawally Club with 119 points; Ghazi
Al-Juraiwi from Kuwait Club (with 62 points);
Masayel Club rider Abdallah Al-Awadhi with 60
points and rider Rakan Al-Hassawi (53 points).

Nabila Al-Ali

Pogacar secures 
fourth stage to 
lead Paris-Nice
LA CHABANNE: Two-time former Tour de France
champion Tadej Pogacar climbed to the overall lead
of Paris-Nice after an impressive performance in
Wednesday’s fourth stage. The Slovenian pipped
David Gaudu by one second with Gino Maeder
third 34 seconds behind in overcast conditions in
central France. Pogacar, 24, overtook Magnus
Cort in the general classification to take the yel-
low jersey of the ‘Race to the Sun’ which ends on
Sunday on the Cote d’Azur in Nice.

“It wasn’t my plan to take the yellow jersey
today but you should never say no to yellow,” said

the UAE Emirates team rider. “It’s great to find this
colour again,” he added. France’s Gaudu comment-
ed: “He was stronger than me in the sprint. I’m sec-
ond but it’s second to Pogacar!” Last year’s Tour
winner Jonas Vingegaard was dropped by Pogacar
on the final climb up to La Loge des Gardes ski
resort at 1,077m altitude and the Dane now sits 44
seconds behind in third overall.

Vingegaard had tried to slip the peloton around
four kilometers out, with that break leaving little in
the tank to challenge in the decisive dash for the line.
“When he went off I said to myself he must feel real-
ly strong... so I think he must have just collapsed a
bit (at the end),” said Pogacar. Groupama-FDJ’s
Gaudu is sandwiched between Pogacar and
Vingegaard, 10 seconds behind the 2020 and 2021
Tour champion. Thursday’s fifth stage was a 212.5km
ride from Saint-Symphorien-sur-Coise to Saint-
Paul-Trois-Chateaux with four testing climbs as the
peloton heads to the foothills of the Alps. — AFP 

Tiger Woods former 
girlfriend suing over 
acrimonious split
MIAMI: Tiger Woods’   ex-girlfriend has filed a law-
suit seeking to be released from a nondisclosure
agreement she says the golf superstar made her sign
at the start of their relationship in 2017, court filings
showed Wednesday. Erica Herman, who lived with
the 15-time major winner at his Florida mansion until
late 2022, filed the request in the Circuit Court of the
19th Judicial Circuit in Martin County, Florida. 

According to court records seen by AFP,
Herman’s attorneys are arguing that the NDA she
was required to sign is “invalid and unenforceable”
under US federal legislation known as the Speak
Out Act. The law, which became effective last year
in the wake of the MeToo movement, makes nondis-
closure agreements unenforceable in cases involv-
ing sexual assault and harassment.

Herman’s case filings do not go into further details
and there are no specific allegations against Woods.
But in response to a question on the court filing
which reads “Does this case involve allegations of
sexual abuse?” Herman’s attorneys have checked the
box marked “Yes”. Herman’s bid to waive her NDA
agreement marks an escalation of a legal dispute
with Woods which began last October, but which has
gone largely unreported in the US media.

In court filings also seen by AFP, Herman’s
lawyers have sued the Jupiter Island Irrevocable
Homestead Trust, which is the legal entity that owns
Woods’s home in Florida. Herman’s suit alleges that
“agents” for Woods duped her into leaving the
mansion last year by telling her to prepare for a
vacation. “By trickery, agents of the defendant
(Woods) convinced the plaintiff (Herman) to pack a

suitcase for a short vacation and, when she arrived
at the airport, they told her she had been locked out
of her residence,” the court filing said.

Herman’s lawyers claim Woods is in violation of
an “oral tenancy agreement” allowing her to live in
the mansion-reportedly worth $54 million-and are
suing for damages. The legal dispute threatens to
drag Woods’ private life into the media spotlight
once again, 14 years after the sex scandal which
almost destroyed his career and shocked the
sporting world. Woods squeaky clean image
imploded in 2009 after revelations of multiple
infidelities, leading to his divorce from his first
wife Elin Nordegren in 2010.

Since that scandal, Woods has slowly rebuilt his
career, winning the Masters in 2019 to complete a
fairytale comeback after years of injuries and multi-
ple surgeries. He faced a fresh setback in 2021 when
he was involved in a serious rollover crash in
California which again imperiled his playing career
before making another comeback to major champi-
onship golf last year at the Masters. — AFP 

Mobil 1, Red Bull 
dominate opener 
KUWAIT: Mobil along with Red Bull Racing is
one of the most successful  teams in recent
Formula One history, winning 62 Formula One
Grand Prix races, four Drivers’  and four
Constructors’ World Championships during the
last 17 years. The vast knowledge and expertise
needed to succeed in Grand Prix Racing fits per-
fectly with the Mobil 1(tm) team’s approach: It’s
about clear thinking, extensive research, and a
combined effort of technology and creativity.

Max Verstappen made a dream start to the
2023 campaign as he romped to victory during
the Bahrain Grand Prix, leading home team mate
Sergio Perez in an emphatic Red Bull one-two fin-
ish. The Dutchman didn’t disappoint as he kicked
off his title defense perfectly. From the off he
proved too tough to challenge for the field and
eventually came home to finish nearly 12 seconds
ahead of his teammate, Perez who took P2.

Starting from P5 on the grid, Alonso struggled in
the early exchanges after being hit by teammate
Lance Stroll on the opening lap but he quickly
shrugged off any adversity to fight Lewis Hamilton
and Carlos Sainz on track for the final step on the
podium. The veteran driver first pulled a great move
at turn ten to slip down the inside of Hamilton before
he then out dragged Sainz down the back straight to
claim the 99th podium of his illustrious career.

Mobil 1 in Motorsports
Racing provides the Mobil brand the ultimate test-

ing ground to improve the technology in our range of
oils and lubricants. Through each race season, our

advanced products are utilized in the racing vehicles
to help improve their performance and efficiency. 

Mobil 1(tm) motor oils serve as the lubricant of
choice for many of the world’s top race teams who
compete in the most demanding and popular motor-
sports series in the world. The knowledge we gain
through these partnerships is integral to how our
scientists and engineers develop technologies and
constantly push the boundaries. Ashish Tandon,
General Manager of KAICO (Kuwait Automotive
Imports Co WLL - Al-Shaya & Al-Sagar) stated,
“We are thrilled to see Exxon Mobil along with Red
Bull racing winning the first race of the season”.

Jayan OS, Divisional Manager of Mobil stated,
“We are proud to see the Exxon Mobil team along
with Red Bull achieving such success’, this victory
proves that it’s not always about how much you
spend but how often”. Al-Shaya & Al-Sagar, Kuwait
Automotive Imports Co are the exclusive distrib-
uters of Exxon Mobil lubricants in Kuwait since
1950 in Kuwait, has always been proactive in pro-
viding the best facilities in the Kuwait market, which
is a component in the company’s strategy that the
customer’s satisfaction always comes first.

CALIFORNIA: Tiger Woods of the United States plays
his shot from the first tee during the final round of
The Genesis Invitational at Riviera Country Club in
Pacific Palisades. — AFP
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LOS ANGELES: Zach Lavine poured in 29 points as the 
Chicago Bulls ended the Denver Nuggets’ eight-game 
home unbeaten streak with a 117-96 victory in Colorado 
on Wednesday. The Bulls, who are languishing just outside 
the play-in places in 11th place in the Eastern Conference, 
took control with a 36-point third quarter to upset the 
runaway Western Conference leaders.  

The Nuggets have been near-invincible in Denver this 
season, with a league-best 30-4 home record and were 
unbeaten in eight at their Ball Arena fortress before 
Wednesday. But a gutsy Chicago performance ended 
with Denver on the wrong end of a rare blowout as 
Lavine finished with 29 points from 12-of-18 shooting 
and Nikola Vucevic added 25 points with 14 rebounds. 
Denver’s reigning NBA Most Valuable Player Nikola 
Jokic was held to 18 points. 

In other games, Phoenix shrugged off the late injury 
absence of Kevin Durant - who had been due to make his 
home debut - to trounce the Oklahoma City Thunder 132-
101. Suns fans had been eager to get their first glimpse of 
Durant at their home venue since his blockbuster trade 
from Brooklyn last month. But the 34-year-old superstar 
was ruled out shortly before tip-off after rolling an ankle 
as he attempted a layup during the warm-up. 

 
Celtics bounce back 

In Durant’s absence, Devin Booker took center 
stage for Phoenix, erupting for 44 points with Terrence 
Ross adding 24 from the bench and Chris Paul chip-
ping in with 18. Phoenix coach Monty Williams said 
Durant had suffered an ankle sprain. “We have to wait 
and see how he responds to treatment and we’ll prob-
ably get some more imaging just to make sure we’re all 
on the same page,” Williams said. “He was out there 

working his tail off getting ready for the game and he 
twisted his ankle - that’s life.” 

In Boston, Jayson Tatum scored 30 points as the Celtics 
snapped their three-game losing streak with a 115-93 vic-
tory over the Portland Trail Blazers. Tatum spearheaded a 
superb all-round offensive effort for the Celtics, who had 
suffered a string of collapses during their recent mini-
slump which included defeats to Cleveland, the New York 
Knicks and Brooklyn Nets. But there was little sign of 
Boston’s problems persisting against Portland as the Celtics 
got back into the winning groove in decisive fashion. 

Boston, who were knocked out of first place in the 
Eastern Conference last week, led from early in the first 
quarter and never looked back, surging 27 points clear in 
the fourth before wrapping up an encouraging win. All of 
Boston’s starters finished in double figures with Tatum’s 
30-point haul leading the way while Derrick White added 
21 points. Al Horford finished with 17, Jaylen Brown added 
11 and Marcus Smart 10. At the other end, Boston’s defense 
restricted Damian Lillard to 27 points while only two other 
Portland starters broke single digits. 

 
‘On right track’ 

Tatum was satisfied Boston had managed to keep 
Portland at arm’s length following recent defeats where 
they blew big leads. “We were up 15 or so in the second 
and we kept that lead - we haven’t done that lately,” Tatum 
said. “In the third quarter we pushed the lead out and 
didn’t let them back in the game, which is something we’ve 
struggled with the last couple of games.” Boston now 
depart for a six-game road trip where they will look to 
build on Wednesday’s win.  

“We’ve got to get back on the right track,” Tatum said. 
“We slipped up a bit losing three in a row, and we’ve got to 

get back to playing how we know how to play.” In Florida, 
Cleveland held off a late rally on the road in Miami to extend 
their recent winning streak to three games. The Cavaliers, 

who are fourth in the Eastern Conference standings with a 
42-26 record, completed a 104-100 win thanks to 25 points 
from Darius Garland and 18 from Donovan Mitchell. —AFP 

Bulls end Nuggets’ eight-game  
home unbeaten streak 117-96

Suns roll Thunder; Bulls gore Nuggets

 

African heavyweights  
Mazembe facing CAF  
Cup humiliation 

 
JOHANNESBURG: Twice former winners TP 
Mazembe of the Democratic Republic of Congo are 
facing elimination from the CAF Confederation Cup 
after a 1-0 loss to US Monastir in Tunisia on 
Wednesday. The defeat, inflicted by a third-minute 
goal from Boubacar Traore, left the winners of 11 CAF 
titles third in Group D, four points behind second-
placed Young Africans of Tanzania. 

If Young Africans defeat already-qualified 
Monastir on March 19, Mazembe will suffer the humil-
iation of failing to make the knockout phase in the 
African equivalent of the Europa League. Mazembe 
last exited at the group stage in 2007. Subsequently, 
they won the competition twice in a row and were 
runners-up and semi-finalists in other appearances. 

The matchday four loss to Monastir was the third 
in a row for the Ravens after opening the group cam-
paign with a convincing home victory over Real 
Bamako of Mali. Mazembe began the 2022-2023 
African season in the elite CAF Champions League 
only to lose on penalties against Vipers of Uganda in a 
qualifier and be demoted to the Confederation Cup. 

The shock defeat to Vipers cost French coach 
Franck Dumas his job with former Mazembe captain 
Pamphile Kazembe taking charge. But Kazembe has 
been unable to halt the slide with the win over Bamako 
followed by a loss to Young Africans and two defeats 
by inexperienced African campaigners Monastir. 
Between 1967 and 2017, Mazembe won 11 CAF titles, 
an achievement matched by Zamalek and bettered 
only by another Egyptian club, Al Ahly, with 23. 

Young Africans missed a penalty at home to 
Bamako, but cruised to a 2-0 victory through goals 
from Fiston Mayele and Jesus Moloko. Mazembe are 
one of three former African champions hoping to suc-
ceed Renaissance Berkane of Morocco as winners of 
the Confederation Cup, and the other two had mixed 
fortunes. ASEC Mimosas of the Ivory Coast complet-
ed a double over Diables Noirs of Congo by winning 
1-0 in Brazzaville thanks to a Aubin Kramo goal. 

Victory lifted the Abidjan outfit, whose lone 
Champions League success came in 1998, to the top of 
Group B, one point above Rivers United of Nigeria. But 
Rivers will regain first place if they at least draw against 
visiting DC Motema Pembe on Thursday in a fixture 
delayed 24 hours because the Congolese experienced 
travel problems. FAR Rabat of Morocco, the 1985 
African champions, surrendered a nine-match unbeaten 
record spanning qualifying and Group C matches when 
they fell 2-0 to Future of Egypt in Cairo. —AFP 

Ukrainian refugees  
cheer FC Shakhtar  
to ‘forget the war’ 

 
WARSAW: Ukrainian club Shakhtar Donetsk, now 
playing in Poland due to Russia’s invasion, count on 
solid support from a unique set of fans: refugee 
children for whom each match is an escape and a 
source of national pride. Sergei Yeravoi, an 11-year-
old from Odessa, said “the team has been support-
ing Ukraine during these tough times and has been 
raising money for the army”. One of the lucky recip-
ients of a free ticket to see the football club in 
action, he dreams of playing professional football, 
calling Shakhtar “the best team in Ukraine”-better 
than arch-rivals Dynamo Kyiv. 

Dima Kovbasyuk, a teenager from the southern 
Ukrainian city of Kherson, said he liked Shakhtar 
because the team “supports Ukraine”. Kovbasyuk 
has been living in Poland for almost a year now, 
along with his mother and two brothers, but his 
father remains in Ukraine. “He’s defending our city 
and helping people,” the 13-year-old told AFP. Like 
others at the Warsaw Ukrainian School, Kovbasyuk 
wi l l  be in  the stands on Thursday to  cheer  on 
Shakhtar when it faces Dutch team Feyenoord in the 
first leg of the Europa League last 16. 

They will be able to watch the match in person 
thanks to a news site for Ukrainians in Poland giving 

away free tickets to refugee children, their parents and 
teachers. “It’s important that children fleeing the war 
can get some respite and a taste of normal life, that 
they can forget about the war for a second,” said the 
Inpoland site’s Ukrainian editor-in-chief Oleksandr 

Martyniuk. For the match against Feyenoord, the 33-
year-old former sports journalist has given more than 
1,000 tickets to Ukrainian schools across Poland. It 
was the third time he had distributed tickets donated 
free-of-charge by Shakhtar. —AFP 

Zach Lavine of the Chicago Bulls

Celtic maintain  
nine-point lead  

 
GLASGOW: Celtic came from behind 
to maintain their nine-point lead over 
Rangers at the top of the Scottish 
Premiership with  a  3-1  win  over 
Hearts on Wednesday. Rangers also 
conceded first at Hibs before running 
out 4-1 winners in Edinburgh with 
Antonio Colak on target twice. In the 
first of two meetings between the 
sides in four days, Hearts shocked 
Celtic Park when Josh Ginnelly head-
ed in on six minutes. However, Ange 
Postecoglou’s men reacted to protect 
their 100 percent record at home in 
the league this season. 

Daizen Maeda injured himself in 
bravely  d iv ing in  to  meet  Kyogo 
Furuhashi’s cross to level before half-
time. Furuhashi then put the Hoops in 
front with his 20th Premiership goal 

of the season before substitute Sead 
Haksabanovic sealed the three points. 
“We had to work hard for the points 
tonight as we weren’t at our fluent 
best,” said Postecoglou. “We looked 
disjointed (at) the start, but the boys 
have again shown a real ly strong 
mentality and scored three excellent 
goals to get the job done.” 

Rangers refused to give up the 
chase of their Old Firm rivals despite 
fal l ing behind early to Connor 
Goldson’s own goal at Easter Road. 
Hibs had been unbeaten in five but 
were blown away after James Tavernier 
quickly restored parity from the penal-
ty spot. Colak justified his selection by 
Michael Beale with a double either side 
of Fashion Sakala’s low drive to make it 
3-1. “The response was fantastic,” said 
Beale. “We scored four and could have 
scored double that.” Dundee United 
remain bottom of the table but closed 
to within three points of safety after a 
1-1 draw at Livingston. —AFP

Rangers’ German-born Croatian striker Antonio Colak

RENNES: Shakhtar supporters cheer their team during the UEFA Europa League play-off second-leg football match 
between Stade Rennais FC and Shakhtar Donetsk at the Roazhon Park stadium in Rennes, western France. —AFP 
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MUNICH: Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting scored 
against his former club as Bayern Munich ended 
the Champions League hopes of Paris Saint-Ger-
main on Wednesday, beating the French club 2-0 in 
their last-16 second leg to reach the quarter-finals. 
Choupo-Moting, who featured for PSG in their 1-0 
Champions League final loss to Bayern in Lisbon in 
2020, sidefooted the ball home after Thomas Mueller 
dispossessed Marco Verratti inside his own penal-
ty area. Substitute Serge Gnabry scored in the 89th 
minute to wrap up a 3-0 aggregate victory for the 
six-time European champions.

Bayern reached the last eight for the 13th time 
in 15 years, while PSG will need to wait at least an-
other season to lift the coveted trophy for the first 
time. Bayern coach Julian Nagelsmann told DAZN 
his side “needed the crowd” to help them past PSG’s 
“brutal quality” in the opening half. “In the second 
half we were much better than our opponents and 
deserved to win.” Bayern were indebted to a fine 

goalline clearance by Matthijs de Ligt in the first pe-
riod but were otherwise largely untroubled as Kylian 
Mbappe and Lionel Messi offered little.

“It worked, you need to say honestly that in a 
football game you need to have luck on your side,” 
said captain Mueller. “If that became a 1-0, you 
don’t know how the team would react.” The Qa-
tari-owned French champions’ lack of squad depth 
was highlighted, despite the return to full fitness 
of Mbappe after he was limited to a substitute ap-
pearance in PSG’s 1-0 first-leg defeat. Neymar is 
set to miss the rest of the season with an ankle inju-
ry, while they lost defenders Marquinhos and Nordi 
Mukiele to injuries during this game.

Coach Christophe Galtier lamented PSG’s failure 
to “make the most of our chances” and conceding 
“a really stupid goal” through Verratti’s error. “There 
is frustration and disappointment in the dressing 
room,” he said. “We can’t repeat the match, we have 
to look ahead.” The best chance of a tight opening 

half fell to Paris midfielder Vitinha, who won the ball 
when Bayern goalkeeper Yann Sommer attempted to 
dribble out of a busy penalty area.

Vitinha was presented with an empty net, but his 
rolled effort allowed De Ligt to clear the ball off the 
line. “It’s incredible how much desire he has to de-
fend,” Nagelsmann said of De Ligt. “Nine out of 10 
defenders in the world would have given up.” PSG 
lost captain Marquinhos to a rib problem 10 minutes 
before the break. His replacement Mukiele, just back 
from an Achilles injury, didn’t reappear after the in-
terval, leaving Galtier to introduce 17-year-old cen-
tre-back El Chadaille Bitshiabu for the second half.

Bayern start second half quickly
Bayern roared out of the blocks after half-

time, but PSG were let off by the clumsy feet of 
Choupo-Moting, who tripped before shooting and 
then stood in the way of a goal-bound effort from 
Joshua Kimmich. The Cameroon striker looked to 

have redeemed himself in the 52nd minute, but his 
header from a curling Jamal Musiala cross was 
chalked off for offside against Mueller. The Bay-
ern stalwart appeared to not have touched the ball 
before it nestled in the net, but was adjudged to 
have been interfering with play. Bayern continued 
to push and PSG’s dam broke on 61 minutes, with 
Choupo-Moting doing the damage.

Mueller robbed the ungainly Verratti in the box, 
clipped the ball to Leon Goretzka, who squared for 
Choupo-Moting to double his side’s two-legged 
advantage. PSG centre-back Sergio Ramos had a 
chance to equalise just four minutes later, but his 
powerful header was brilliantly palmed away by 
Sommer. With Mbappe and Messi experiencing off 
nights, Gnabry put the result beyond doubt, rac-
ing onto Joao Cancelo’s pass before firing into the 
far corner left-footed. Sadio Mane looked to have 
scored a third for the home side in injury time, but 
his effort was ruled out for offside. — AFP 

Bayern cruise into last eight
Choupo-Moting scores against his former club

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Serge Gnabry (center right) celebrates with Bayern Munich’s Canadian midfielder Alphonso Davies (center left) after scoring the 2-0 goal during the UEFA Champions League 
round of 16, 2nd-leg football match FC Bayern Munich v Paris Saint-Germain FC in Munich on March 8, 2023. — AFP 

PSG reflecting on 
latest CL failure
PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain were convinced that per-
suading Kylian Mbappe to stay would finally deliver 
them Champions League (CL) glory, but the failure to 
build a strong enough team around the France super-
star has contributed to another early European exit. 
Wednesday’s 2-0 loss to Bayern Munich in Germany 
saw the Qatar-owned club lose their last-16 tie 3-0 on 
aggregate and go out in the first knockout round for the 
fifth time in seven years.

PSG’s run to the 2020 final now looks even more like 
an anomaly, coming in a pandemic-hit season when the 
Champions League was reduced to a mini-tournament 
behind closed doors. There were celebrations last May 
when Mbappe agreed a new three-year contract to 
stay with Lionel Messi and Neymar in the French capi-
tal rather than join Real Madrid.

The appointments of Portuguese super scout Luis 
Campos as head of recruitment and Christophe Galti-
er as coach to replace Mauricio Pochettino were sup-
posed to be followed by the building of an exciting 
new team. It is hard to argue now that PSG are stron-
ger with the likes of Vitinha and Fabian Ruiz than they 
were with Angel di Maria and Leandro Paredes last 
year. “It is not about the construction of the squad. It is 
just the story of the season. We were missing import-
ant players. The squad, over the two legs, was serious-
ly weakened,” said Galtier on Wednesday.

‘This is our maximum’
He had a point, with Mbappe only able to make a 

cameo appearance off the bench after a thigh injury 
as PSG lost 1-0 to Bayern in the first leg. Neymar is 
missing with an ankle injury, while Presnel Kimpem-
be is out and fellow defenders Marquinhos and Nor-
di Mukiele both came off during Wednesday’s game. 
“It has been a very busy season. Players’ bodies have 
been asked to do a lot. There was the World Cup, and 
obviously when you get to the last 16 it is good to have 
everyone available,” Galtier said.

PSG placed their hope in Mbappe and Messi turn-
ing the tie around in Munich, but the latter had little 
impact while the France superstar saw just 32 touches 
of the ball. “As I said in my first Champions League 
press conference this season, we were going to do our 
maximum. The truth is this is our maximum,” admitted 
Mbappe, whose own future will now again become the 
subject of increasing speculation.

Others are left wondering why a club of PSG’s means 

could not build a deep enough squad around Mbappe 
to remain competitive despite the injuries. “If Paris 
Saint-Germain have ambitions of winning the Champi-
ons League, they need to sign players who are up to the 
required standard,” said David Ginola, a former star for 
the club and now a pundit for broadcaster Canal Plus. “I 
think they will get the success they are looking for the 
day they stop betting everything on one player. When 
are we going to talk about a team?”

One reason PSG were unable to build the team they 
wanted, even with the wealth of their Qatari owners, is 
money. With so much spent on Mbappe’s new deal and 
the need to respect UEFA’s Financial Fair Play rules, 
they failed to sign the central defender they desperately 
needed. Messi is out of contract after this season. There 
have been talks about extending that deal, but he will 
be 36 in June and it may be wise to invest the money re-
quired elsewhere. There may be doubts about Galtier’s 
own future, with the coach aware that winning Ligue 1 
alone might not be enough. “We know how important 
the Champions League is to PSG,” Galtier said. —AFP

MUNICH: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward 
Kylian Mbappe plays the ball during the UEFA 
Champions League round of 16 on March 8, 2023. — AFP 

AC Milan hold off 
toothless Spurs 
LONDON: Antonio Conte said Tottenham still need 
time to become a European force after bowing out in 
the last 16 of the Champions League 1-0 on aggregate 
to AC Milan after a 0-0 draw on Wednesday. A Euro-
pean elimination hot on the heels of an exit from the 
FA Cup means Spurs’ 15-year wait to win a trophy will 
extend for at least another season. Conte’s return to the 
touchline failed to inspire a response from his side as 
Tottenham were toothless in attack and had to play the 
final 12 minutes a man down as Cristian Romero was 
sent off for two bookable offences.

“I’m really sorry for the fans, but we cannot invent 
the win or to hope for a miracle one day that a trophy 
goes into our training ground,” said Conte. “We have 
to build and have patience. I understand the fans don’t 
have patience as for a long time Tottenham is not win-
ning.” Victory over two legs takes Milan into the quar-
ter-finals for the first time since 2012. “We deserved this 
result, even though we could have scored more,” said 
Milan striker Olivier Giroud. “We showed quality, spirit, 
and we could have won tonight as well.”

Animated Conte
Kick-off was delayed by 10 minutes after the later 

arrival of both sides due to traffic congestion, but it 
took far longer for the contest to get going. Conte was 
back in charge after taking more time after the first leg 
to recover from gallbladder surgery. The Italian was his 
usual animated self and was shown a yellow card by 
referee Clement Turpin for his protestations at a book-
ing for Clement Lenglet.

However, his players lacked the same energy as 
Spurs failed to rise to the occasion. Tottenham have 
now won just two of their last seven games, including 
defeat to second-tier Sheffield United in the FA Cup. 
Conte’s contract expires at the end of the season and 
he did little to quash speculation that he will leave at the 
end of the campaign. “The situation is really clear. It is 
one year and three months since I became coach of Tot-
tenham, I always said the same things,” added Conte.

“We need time and patience because we don’t have a 
solid foundation to be competitive to win in my opinion. 
“At the moment the club knows very well my thoughts 
and I have a great relationship with my chairman, with 
(sporting director) Fabio Paratici, but it doesn’t mean 
I don’t tell them my vision. “Now we have to finish the 

season. I’m happy to work in Tottenham but at the end 
we’ll make a decision.” Only profligate finishing by Mi-
lan saved Spurs from another defeat on the night.

Brahim Diaz scored the only goal of the tie and his 
jinking run inside the Spurs box just lacked the finish 
as Fraser Forster’s outstretched leg deflected the ball 
to safety. Spurs at least forced Mike Maignan into a 
save 25 minutes from time as he tipped over Pierre-
Emile Hojbjerg’s strike. Conte gambled by switching 
to a front four for the final 20 minutes with Richar-
lison joining Harry Kane, Dejan Kulusevski and Son 
Heung-min up front. But Kane’s only chance to save 
his side came deep in stoppage time when his header 
was well saved by Maignan.

By that point, Spurs were a man down due to Rome-
ro’s indiscipline. The Argentine saw red for the third 
time in his Spurs career after lunging in on Theo Her-
nandez. At the other end Sandro Tonali wasted another 
glorious chance by going for goal himself with team-
mates in support before Divock Origi’s effort came back 
off the inside of the post. But it did not matter as the 
seven-time European champions held firm to end more 
than a decade of waiting to reach the last eight. — AFP 

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s Argentinean de-
fender Cristian Romero (left) fights for the ball with 
AC Milan’s French forward Olivier Giroud during the 
UEFA Champions League round of 16 second-leg 
football match between Tottenham Hotspur and 
AC Milan on March 8, 2023. — AFP 
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