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Kuwait slams systematic Zionist
aggressions against Palestinians 10 Afghanistan coffers swell

as Taleban taxman collects 12 Cops and Chechens: TikTok
duo become unlikely stars 16 Losing culture? PSG reflect

on Champions League failure2

Baghli calls for action to dispel
misconceptions about women

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Minister of State for Wom-
en and Childhood Affairs Mai Al-Baghli called on 
Wednesday for collective Muslim action to spruce 
up the tarnished image of women in Islam and cor-
rect the misconceptions about their status and rights. 
Speaking at the Women in Islam conference held on 
the sidelines of the 67th session of the UN Commis-
sion on the Status of Women in New York, Baghli 
underlined the need for political and media efforts 
to refute misconceptions about Muslim women and 
promote the true image of women in Islam. 

Baghli, also minister of social affairs and commu-
nity development, affirmed that Islam protects wom-
en’s rights to life, decent living, education, dignity 
and humanity. “Islam honors women and protects 
their rights as mothers, wives, sisters or daughters. It 
guarantees effective and essential roles for women in 
the family and society,” she said.

She stressed Islam is the religion of tolerance, 
moderation and humanity and that Muslim countries 
should promote the values of peaceful coexistence 
among civilizations. The Kuwaiti minister called 
for standing against extremism and violence and 
spreading the noble principles of moderation. She 
expressed Kuwait’s great gratitude for Pakistan’s ini-
tiative to hold this conference coinciding with Inter-
national Women’s Day. 

Meanwhile, Baghli said Kuwait plays a role in 
empowering women and activating their role as an 
“equal partner” for boosting full-scale and sus-
tainable development. She indicated this approach 

is designed to achieve progress at various levels, 
namely in technological innovation. Baghli, who was 
addressing the 67th session on the Commission on 
the Status of Women, noted that it was held at a cru-
cial time, with only seven years ahead of the deadline 
for attaining objectives of sustainable global devel-
opment, set for 2030.

The fifth goal, outlined in the international strat-
egy, calls for attaining gender equality and empow-
ering women and girls, minister Baghli added. The 
world is currently facing social, political, economic 
and health challenges, namely epidemics and pan-
demics, threatening to compromise 
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Kuwait seeks to activate women’s role as ‘equal partners’

KUWAIT: Chairman of BNK Group Bader Nasser Al-Kharafi poses with participants of an event 
held at Volvo Studio to celebrate International Women’s Day on March 8, 2023. — Photo by 
Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 3)

BNK Group celebrates Int’l Women’s Day

NEW YORK: Kuwaiti Social Affairs Minister and 
Minister of State for Women and Childhood Af-
fairs Mai Al-Baghli attends the 67th session of 
the UN Commission on the Status of Women on 
March 8, 2023. — KUNA 

News in brief
Saudi eases visa rules

DOHA: Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Tourism 
Ahmed Al-Khateeb on Thursday announced 
that all GCC residents will now be allowed to 
obtain a tourist visa into the country irrespec-
tive of their profession. The visa is multiple en-
try and is valid for both tourism and umrah pur-
poses, the tourism minister said.

Zionists kill 3 Palestinians

NABLUS: Three Palestinians were shot dead 
by Zionist forces in the occupied West Bank on 
Thursday. The Palestinian health ministry an-
nounced the “martyrdom” of three men shot by 
Zionist forces in Jaba, near the flashpoint north-
ern city of Jenin. The health ministry identified 
the dead men as Sufyan Fakhoury, 26, Ahmed 
Fashafsha, 22, and Nayef Malaysha, 25. — AFP

Trump to publish letters

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump is releasing 
more than 150 letters from giants of world his-
tory such as Richard Nixon, Kim Jong Un and 
Oprah Winfrey, the former US president said 
Thursday. The “Letters to Trump” collection 
captures “incredible, and oftentimes private” 
correspondence between Trump and foreign 
leaders, media personalities, athletes and cap-
tains of industry. “Letters from Trump” - re-
tailing at a whopping $99, or $399 for a signed 
copy - comes out on April 25.  — AFP 

GCC citizens first
to benefit from
UK digital permit 
LONDON: The United Kingdom on Thursday an-
nounced the rollout of an Electronic Travel Autho-
rization (ETA) scheme, with visitors from Qatar the 
first to use it from October. Qataris will apply in ad-
vance for an ETA, which authorizes an individual to 
travel to the UK and which the government says will 
make border crossings more efficient and secure. By 
the end of 2024, ETAs will be required for all foreign 

visitors who are eligible to come visa-free for short 
stays, including from Europe.

Currently, travelers from the continent and coun-
tries such as the United States and Australia do not 
need to make any form of application to visit to the 
UK. “Strengthening our border remains one of the 
government’s top priorities,” British Immigration 
Minister Robert Jenrick said. “ETAs will enhance our 
border security by increasing our knowledge about 
those seeking to come to the UK and preventing the 
arrival of those who pose a threat. “It will also im-
prove travel for legitimate visitors, with those vis-
iting from Gulf Cooperation Council states being 
among the first to benefit,” he added.

The United States has a similar scheme, the Elec-
tronic System for Travel Authorization (ESTA). As 

with the ESTA, the UK government said the applica-
tion process would be online. Most visitors will ap-
ply via a mobile app and receive a “swift decision”, it 
said. Once granted an ETA, individuals will be able to 
make multiple visits to the UK over a two-year pe-
riod, but the government did not specify how much 
applications will cost.

After the initial launch for Qatar, the scheme will 
be open to visitors from the rest of the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council states and Jordan from Feb 2024. The 
European Union has plans to launch a similar elec-
tronic permit next year which, following Brexit, will 
include Britons. While Britain has left the EU, Ireland 
remains in the bloc. But Irish nationals will be exempt 
from the new UK scheme, as the two countries con-
tinue to share a “Common Travel Area”. — AFP 

US releases Saudi
Gitmo detainee
after 21 years
WASHINGTON: The United States announced the 
release Wednesday from the Guantanamo military 
prison of a Saudi engineer seized over two decades 
ago as a suspect in the Sept 11, 2001 Al-Qaeda at-

tacks but never charged. Ghassan Al-Sharbi, 48, was 
detained in Faisalabad, Pakistan with an Al-Qaeda 
associate in March 2002. He was targeted because 
he had studied at an aeronautical university in Ari-
zona and had attended flight school with two of the 
Al-Qaeda hijackers in the 9/11 plot.

The US military had weighed charges against 
Sharbi and several others but dropped them in 2008. 
Yet it continued to hold him as an enemy combat-
ant in the military prison in the US Navy’s base at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and his status remained in 
limbo - he was never charged but not approved for 

release, either. But in Feb 2022 the Pentagon’s Peri-
odic Review Board, which deals with Guantanamo 
release petitions, ruled that the native of Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, could be released.

It said he had no leadership or facilitator position 
in Al-Qaeda, and was compliant in detention - after 
he was years earlier viewed as a hostile prisoner. It 
also said he had unspecified “physical and mental 
health issues”. The 2022 decision indicated he could 
enter into Saudi Arabia’s longstanding rehabilitation 
program for radical jihadists, which seeks to slowly 
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Joy and pain of
states casting off
UN poorest tag
DOHA: There will be jubilation in the 
Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan this year 
when it quits the club of the world’s 
poorest countries, while others still 
have a mountain to climb. The tiny state, 
famed for its Gross National Happiness 
index, will on Dec 13 become only the 
seventh nation to graduate from the 

band of Least Developed Countries set 
up by the United Nations in 1971.

“We are taking it with a lot of honor 
and pride, we are not nervous,” Bhutan’s 
Prime Minister Lotay Tshering told AFP 
at the LDC summit that finished in Doha 
on Thursday. The leaders of all 45 oth-
er LDCs are anxious to follow. Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Angola, Laos, the Solomon 
Islands and Sao Tome are scheduled to 
graduate by the end of 2026. But they 
worry about losing the trade privileges 
and cheap finance that disappear three 
years after leaving. Angola and the Sol-
omons have sought to delay their exit. 

Continued on Page 6 
DOHA: Qatari Prime Minister Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani meets Bhu-
tanese Prime Minister Lotay Tshering on March 7, 2023. — AFP


