
Kuwait deplores Zionist  
systematic aggressions  
against Palestinians  

 
CAIRO: Kuwait i  Foreign Minister  Sheikh Salem 
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has denounced the Zionist 
occupation’s systematic assaults on Palestinian people. 
“The Zionist occupation authorities continue their sys-
tematic aggression against the Palestinian people and 
increase their suffering,” Minister Salem said at the 
159th session of the Arab Foreign Ministers Council, 
he ld  in  Cairo on Wednesday. “We condemn and 
denounce the continued Zionist occupation’s aggres-
sive violations against the Palestinian people.”  

Sheikh Salem deplored the raid in the city of Jenin 
in the occupied West Bank which left six Palestinians 
dead and several others injured. He pointed out that 
such Zionist behavior is an obstacle to peace in the 
region. The Kuwaiti top diplomat also condemned the 
occupation authorities expansion in illegal settlement 
activities on the occupied Palestinian land. He renewed 
Kuwait’s unwavering support to Palestinian people and 
their rights in face of the occupation authorities’ uni-
lateral measures that aims to change the historical sta-
tus of the city of Jerusalem.  

Sheikh Salem voiced Kuwait  backing to the 
Palestinian people’s choices and efforts to reach a just 

and comprehensive solution to their cause that guaran-
tees the end of the occupation, the return of refugees 
and the establishment of a Palestinian independent state 
on the borders of June 4, 1967 with East Jerusalem as 
its capital in accordance with the UN resolutions, the 
Arab Peace Initiative, and the two-state solution. In this 
regard, the minister welcomed the positive outcome of 
the Jerusalem Conference held in February 2023.  

On Yemen, Sheikh Salem Abdullah expressed Kuwait’s 
deep concern over the Houthi militia’s refusal to extend the 
UN-mediated ceasefire that ended in October 2022 and 
non-supportive stance to the efforts of the Special Envoy 
of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to Yemen.  

This behavior risks complicate and prolong the cri-
sis, the Kuwaiti minister warned, calling on all parties 
to engage in serious negotiations to reach a political 
solution that meets Yemeni people aspiration for secu-
rity, stability and prosperity, in accordance with the 
three references, the Gulf initiative and its mechanism, 
the outcomes intra-Yemeni dialogue, and UN Security 
Council resolutions, including resolution N 2216. He 
called for meeting the humanitarian needs of Yemeni 
people and supporting Yemen’s economy.  

On Libya, the Kuwait top diplomat urged all con-
cerned parties to give priority to the Libyan national 
interests and strive to reach a consensus on the political, 
security and constitutional requirements that lead to 
holding national elections. He commended the work of the 
Military Committee (5 + 5) and the efforts of the UN 
envoy to Libya Abdoulaye Bathily. On Lebanon, the min-

ister called on all Lebanese parties to abide by the con-
stitutional provisions and deadlines, especially those 
related to the election of the president, in a way that 
guarantees the state’s sovereignty, security and stability. 
He encouraged Lebanese officials to implement reforms 
necessary for economic recovery.  On Syria, Sheikh 
Salem extended condolences to the brotherly Syrian peo-
ple following the earthquake that struck northern Syria 
last month. He reiterated that there was no military solu-
tion to this crisis and that the only solution was through a 
political settlement that preserves the unity and sover-
eignty of Syria and fulfills the aspirations of its people in 
accordance with the UN Security Council Resolution No 
2254 and the Geneva Declaration. —KUNA 
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KUWAIT: Providing mental health care for both 
students and teachers is important for the students’ 
academic progression and the teachers’ ability to 
do their jobs, teachers say. “There is clear differ-
ence in academic success for students in classes 
that are taught by fully present teachers and others 
that are taught by distracted teachers,” said Samia 
Ibrahim, Principal of an American school in Kuwait.  

“Teachers’ mental stability highly affects stu-
dents’ absorption of the material that is being 
taught, because despite their young age, stu-
dents can sense their teacher’s consideration of 
the material and the quality of teaching. This 
consequently affects students’ commitment to 
their  studies as  the major i ty mirror  their 
teacher’s spirit in class,” she said.  

Regardless of the material’s importance, teach-
ers’ commitment and attentiveness during class 
determines a major part of students’ interest in 
learning. Although teachers’ performance plays a 
major role in academic success, students also 
need to have enough awareness and willingness 
for exceling at school. A healthy mind encourages 
such enthusiasm.  

Ghadeer Ghafour, a high school English teacher, 
also confirms the importance of offering mental 
health support for teachers at school. “It helps 
teachers seek the right method of teaching in order 
to help students perform better. Most importantly, it 
allows teachers to comprehend the different per-
sonalities they encounter so that they know how to 
deal with them individually,” she said. 

Ghafour highlighted the importance of provid-
ing mental health support for students as well. 
“Mental health care is very crucial in schools, 
mainly because it helps students control their 
emotions, behavior and thinking. Mental health 
support can help improve students’ mood and 
reduce anxiety. Thus, it will significantly have an 
impact on the way they behave.”  

According to  Ghafour, s tudents ’  menta l 
health goes hand in hand with their achievement 
at school. Similarly, Ibrahim highlighted the 
importance of offering mental health care at 
schools, but she said parents have the biggest 
effect on students’ mentality.  

“The roots of students’ mental health mainly 
go back to their household environment. Parents’ 
impact on students’ mental health prevails over 
the impact of school. However, providing mental 

health care at schools can help improve students’ 
mental health, because students spend almost one 
third of their daily lives at school. Therefore, set-
ting up a routinely scheduled meeting with the 
consultant can have a powerful impact on stu-
dents’ mentality,” she said.  

 
Outdated school system 

In agreement with Ibrahim and Ghafour, 
Mohammad Al-Ansari, also a high school teacher, 
said: “Unfortunately, not all parents are competent 
or caring, so schools should step in to fill this gap. 
Teenagers today are particularly susceptible to 
negative self-perception and depression, which is 
only magnified by social media and alienation. As a 
society, we need to prioritize mental health educa-
tion in schools to help students navigate the chal-
lenges of the modern world.” 

Ansari criticized the current situation at schools. 
“The current school system is outdated and doesn’t 
adequately prepare students for life. Nowadays, 
schools primarily aim to prepare students for col-
lege or university, but with higher education 
becoming more saturated, degrees are becoming 
less valuable. The purpose of schools should be to 
prepare children for life, and this includes teaching 
them about mental health,” he said.  

As a teacher, Ansari sees that hiring a special-
ist at school that provides mental health care for 
students is necessary. “As per my experience, I 
spend 70 percent of my class time attempting to 
adjust kids’ behaviors, which should not be my 
job in the first place. Sometimes, teachers are 
required to do more than their work as teachers, 
such as watch children, teach good manners and 
other things,” he pointed out. 

‘Teachers’ mental stability highly affects students’ absorption’

Providing mental health care  
for students, teachers is vital

Ghadeer Ghafour Mohammad Al-Ansari Samia Ibrahim

Young ambassadors  
exposed to elements  
of diplomacy  

 
By Khaled Alabdulhadi 
 
KUWIAT: The British Embassy hosted the clos-
ing ceremony on Thursday of the four-month 
long Young Ambassador Program init iative, 
which is a collaboration between the British and 
Canadian embassies , as  wel l  as  the United 
Nations in Kuwait, who all partnered to bring a 
mix of public and private secondary school stu-
dents with a range of diplomatic missions and 
organizations in Kuwait. 

The British embassy elaborated on the events 
included in the program saying: “Events in the pro-
gram included a call on the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’ Diplomatic Institute, engaging with the 
Environment Public Authority on Kuwait’s biodiver-
sity, a drama workshop, networking events with vis-
iting senior officials, a tour of a military base, a 
mock crisis exercise, in addition to opportunities to 
oversee the daily work of the respective diplomatic 
organizations involved in the collaboration. Students 
were exposed to key elements of diplomacy and 
built skills that will help them to become advocates 
and leaders in their communities.” 

“A key theme throughout the program was gender 
equality and how to combat gender-based violence. 
The Young Ambassadors met a range of relevant civil 
society organizations and academics to learn about 
new ideas as well as to provide ideas of their own that 
will help create a more equal world where everyone 
can contribute their ideas and fulfill their potential. The 
program was launched on the International Day of the 

Girl, and the closing cere-
mony itself was timed to 
coincide with the week of 
International Women’s 
Day,” the embassy said in 
remark of the International 
Women’s day. 

“In total, 24 diplomatic 
organizations took part in 
the program, with 30 stu-
dents receiving certifi-
cates recognizing their 
active participation. 
Moreover, diplomatic 
organizations, students 
and their schools, the 
program owes its success to its partners the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Kuwait Foundation for 
the Advancement of Sciences, as well as a range of 
academic, civil society partners,” The British 
embassy clarified. 

British Ambassador to Kuwait, Belinda Lewis 
said: “The Young Ambassadors initiative has deliv-
ered so many positive outcomes. The activities 
have helped to build the confidence and broaden 
the experience of young people involved. I hope 
this will be useful when the participants come to 
think about career choices and different ways to 
serve their communities.” 

“I also hope the engagement with lots of diverse 
role models will encourage the young people to focus 
on talent and aspiration, regardless of gender, age, 
background or any other factors,” Ambassador Lewis 
added. On her part, Canadian Ambassador to Kuwait, 
Aliya Mawani said: “It has been wonderful to get to 
know the Young Ambassadors and watch these 
already talented students develop their leadership 
and advocacy skills through the program.” 

“I have learned so much from my interactions 
with this group and been so impressed by the way 

they have embraced the unknown during this expe-
rience. I look forward to seeing where their jour-
neys take them. I am confident that they will be 
excellent champions for gender equality and that 
their efforts will contribute to a better world for us 
all. The future is bright,” she expressed. 

Dr Assad Hafeez, United Nations Resident 
Coordinator said “The United Nations in Kuwait 
had the pleasure of collaborating with the British 
and Canadian Embassies on this program, aiming to 
support the Young Ambassadors in familiarizing 
themselves with leadership skills and the art of 
diplomacy, as well as becoming confident and effec-
tive champions of gender equality and a world 
where each of us, regardless of who we are of what 
we look like, has an equal opportunity to contribute 
and fulfill our potential.” 

“This experience was a unique opportunity to 
work with and learn from these talented young indi-
viduals and hear their ideas about how to promote 
gender equality and tackle gender based violence. 
This program is by all means a great example of 
multilateral collaboration of the international com-
munity working towards a common strategic objec-
tive and priorities,” he added.

Aliya Mawani Belinda Lewis Dr Assad Hafeez

Moroccan ambassador   
and KUNA chief discuss  
boosting cooperation  

 
KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) Dr Fatma Al-Salem on Thursday 
received the Moroccan Ambassador Ali Ibn Issa 
discussing means of boosting cooperation in vari-
ous sectors, namely the media. Dr Al-Salem, during 
her meeting with the envoy, noted that Kuwait and 
Morocco worked out a media cooperation accord 
in 1972, as part of a multi-aspect agreement cover-
ing economic, commercial and cultural sectors.  

She expressed readiness to put all KUNA’s 
resources at disposal of ensuring success of the 
mutual cooperation. She emphasized necessity of 
continuing coordination between the two sides to 
address media affairs of common concern and take 
joint stances regarding Arab and international 
issues. For his part, the Moroccan ambassador said 
during the meeting that the Kuwaiti-Moroccan rela-
tions constitute an example to follow at the level of 
inter-Arab ties, underlining necessity to promote 
these bonds at the political, economic, cultural and 
media levels. He lauded the noticeable role of the 
Kuwaiti media in North Africa, particularly in 
Morocco, and its role in promoting Arabs’ causes 
and stances.  —KUNA

KUNA chief, Moroccan envoy discuss enhancing 
cooperation.  —KUNA

Kuwait pushes for  
dialogue over Iran  
nuclear program  

 
VIENNA: Kuwait on Thursday 
underscored the need for the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) to continue dia-
logue with Iran to resolve out-
standing issues in the Iranian 
nuclear program, and revive the 
joint comprehensive work plan. 
This came in a speech relayed by 
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Austria 
and its permanent envoy to inter-
national organizations in Vienna, 
Talal Al-Fassam, during the IAEA 
board of governors meeting.  

Al-Fassam affirmed the right of each country to pro-
duce, develop and use nuclear energy for peaceful purpos-
es and in line with the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons 
treaty. He mentioned that Kuwait is following developments 
in the Iranian nuclear file, and hopes that parties engage in 
negotiations to revive comprehensive work plan according 
to UN Security Council Resolution 2231.  

Ambassador Al-Fassam also expressed concern over 
what came in the IAEA’s Director General report stating 
that the agency is unable to monitor and verify Iranian 
nuclear program, as it also reports uranium enrichment 
levels exceeding the agreed upon limit. This stipulates 
that the agency is in need of increasing pace and intensi-
fying monitoring activity, added Al-Fassam urging Iran to 
cooperate with the agency and readily submit the 
required information as promptly as possible to address 
outstanding issues. —AFP 

Talal Al-Fassam

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah


