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Nepal ambassador 
holds event to 
promote tourism
KUWAIT: The Embassy of 
Nepal in the State of Ku-
wait organized an interactive 
program this week, titled 
“Destination Nepal: Nature, 
Culture and Adventure”, in 
the presence of travel agents, 
tour operators and media 
representatives.

The program was inau-
gurated by Ambassador of 
Nepal Durga Prasad Bhan-
dari, his spouse Bindhya 
Bhandari and Khalid Jassim 
Al-Yassin with the Asia De-
partment at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs by lighting a 
lamp. Speaking on the occasion, Bhandari gave a detailed 
picture of Nepal’s major tourist destinations, including 
Kathmandu, Patan, Bhaktapur, Pokhara and Chitwan. 

He also spoke about tourism products and activities, 
covering nature, culture and other adventure activities 
that enthrall visitors to pay a visit to Nepal from across the 
globe. Bhandari also highlighted the roles that the local en-
trepreneurs in the travel sector and the media based in Ku-
wait can play in promoting and marketing Nepal’s tourism 
in Kuwait which, he said, is at the interest of all residents in 
Kuwait. He expressed his commitment to work closely with 
travel entrepreneurs and media to that end. 

“The travel agencies in Kuwait can conduct a package 
tour to Nepal either solely by themselves or in partnership 
with concerned Airlines Company or with the travel agents, 
tour operators or hoteliers in Nepal to this end,” he added.  
“As tourism can contribute in promoting people to people 
contact between the two countries, this win-win exercise 
would open the new avenue to diversify the relations in other 
areas such as trade, investment, employment, sports among 
others.” He extended sincere thanks to the management of 
both Kuwait Airways and Jazeera Airways for operating the 
direct flights between Nepal and Kuwait. He also expressed 
happiness over the decision to resume direct flights to Gau-
tam Buddha International Airport, Bhairahawa, Lumbini of 
Nepal by Jazeera Airways from Kuwait soon. 

Ambassador Bhandari said that the embassy of Nepal in 
Kuwait has been providing visa to the visitors in a shortest 
possible time and added that most of the nationalities, in-
cluding Kuwaiti nationals, may obtain on arrival visa at im-
migration office at Tribhuvan International Airport in Kath-
mandu and other entry points as well. During the program, 
Counsellor of the Embassy Sujani Rana shared information 
with the participants on various tourist destinations, prod-
ucts, and activities in Nepal including mountaineering, trek-
king, bird watching, rafting, kayaking, canyoning, paraglid-
ing, mountain biking, ziplining and bungee jumping. Nepali 
folk and cultural dances by local Nepali artists were also 
presented during the event. 

Ambassador of Nepal 
Durga Prasad Bhandari

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The development sector of the social af-
fairs ministry, in cooperation with Supreme Council 
for Family Affairs, celebrated International Women’s 
Day on Thursday under the slogan “Innovation and 
Technology for Gender Equality” at Millennium Ho-
tel, where an exhibition was held for those interested 
in women’s affairs and productive families.

In a video speech, Minister of Social Affairs and 
Minister of State for Women and Childhood Affairs 
Mai Al-Baghli said International Women’s Day is an 
annual day to appreciate and respect women all over 
the world and consider their active role and partici-
pation with men in all aspects of life that contribute 
to the development of countries.

“Kuwaiti women proved themselves in all the 
fields they worked in, where they received top pri-
ority in the interests of our leadership and govern-
ment,” Baghli said. “We are proud of the achieve-
ments of Kuwaiti women. Kuwait looks forward with 
great optimism to a bright future for them, especially 
with our strong determination and great ambition 
towards empowering her to prove her worth as an 

equal partner to men in building society.” Baghli 
emphasized the role of Kuwaiti women, supporting 
their involvement in the community and achieving 
their demands, especially for the new generation 
of women who have special concerns that must be 
taken into account when applying any policy or de-
veloping plans to empower them and obtain all their 
civil, political, economic and social rights.

Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi affirmed the ministry’s keen-

ness to support women with legislation and laws that 
serve and care for them. “The ministry makes sure to 
give benefits to Kuwaiti women over 65 years old as well 
as empowering non-working women as part of a gov-
ernmental initiative to let them enter the labor market 
by training them and supporting their small businesses,” 
he said. Mutairi noted the ministry continues to sup-
port women, following directives of HH the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Secretary General of the Supreme Council for 
Family Affairs Dr Maryam Al-Azmi said in her speech 
that the council seeks to create a safe environment 
for women. “The council is working on preparing 
initiatives and action plans to support women, elim-
inating discrimination against women and preparing 
a national strategy for the family,” she said.

She indicated the council is working to unify 
data related to domestic violence to study indi-
cators and find solutions to violence in Kuwait, in 
addition, to protecting the family, strengthening its 
bonds, confronting everything related to domestic 
violence, approving executive plans and reviewing 
legislation related to women.

Kuwait’s ‘top priority’: Government
celebrates women’s contributions 

Acting Undersecretary of the Ministry of Social Affairs Abdulaziz 
Al-Mutairi touring the exhibition on Thursday March 9, 2023.

Minister of Social Affairs and Social Development and Minister of State for 
Women and Child Affairs Mai Al-Baghli speaking through video.

‘We are proud of the achievements of Kuwaiti women’: Minister Al-Baghli

Abdulaziz Al-Mutairi

Jazeera Airways 
flies flight with 
all-female crew
KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways, Kuwait’s leading low-
cost airline, became the first Kuwaiti carrier to fly 
with an all-female deck and cabin crew. The flight 
commemorating International Women’s Day flew 
from Kuwait to Riyadh, encouraging diversity, gen-
der parity and women’s empowerment. This step 
is a significant achievement especially in an indus-
try considered male oriented. The eight-member 
crew including the pilot and co-pilot flew Jazeera’s 
A320neo carrying 172 passengers. This initiative by 
Jazeera Airways also highlights this year’s Interna-
tional Women’s Day theme to #EmbraceEquity. 

Seham Al-Husaini, Board Member at Jazeera Air-
ways, was a passenger with the crew. He said: “It’s 
been a pleasure to be a part of today’s all women 
flight to Riyadh on International Women’s Day. I 
would like to congratulate the entire crew headed by 
Capt. Elif Guveyler and the amazing Jazeera team on 

the ground. The aviation industry is one of the most 
exciting places to build a career and break barriers, 
I’m hoping to be on many more flights led by women 
in the air and supported by women on the ground.” 

Jazeera Airways first took off from Kuwait in 2005 
and now flies 19 aircraft to 59 destinations across 
the Middle East, Central and South Asia, Africa, and 
Europe. With an employee base of over 1,200 em-
ployees from 68 nationalities, the airline encourag-
es diversity, inclusion and gender parity. The airline 
is also committed to the International Air Transport 
Association (IATA) 25by2025, an initiative to change 
the gender balance within the aviation industry. 

Rohit Ramachandran, CEO, Jazeera Airways high-
lighted: “This year started with us announcing record 
profits for the year which was followed by the launch 
of two new destinations and now this momentous 
flight. I truly appreciate our crew for their service 
every day. While it is a historic moment for us, for 
these hardworking women, it is just another day at 
work. At Jazeera, employees are the backbone of our 
company and we pride ourselves on being an equal 
opportunity employer. We believe that by valuing 
and absorbing diverse perspectives from employees, 
we can create a stronger, more innovative, and more 
successful organization.” 

KUWAIT: Jazeera Airways flies with an all-female crew to Riyadh.

Concert celebrates 
Vietnamese culture,
traditional music
KUWAIT: The Embassy of Vietnam in Kuwait held 
on Tuesday a Vietnamese concert under the title of 
“Hello Vietnam” at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel. 
During his speech, Vietnam Ambassador to Kuwait 
NGO Toan Thang expressed his overwhelming joy 
to host the Vietnamese concert on the occasion 
of the participation of Vietnamese companies in a 
hospitality and food exhibition in Kuwait to show-
casing their products.

“The trade turnover of Vietnam and Kuwait is 
over $5.5 billion and I would like to bring it to 
a new height. Through ‘Hello Vietnam’, we would 
like to bring Viet Nam closer to you, to visit our 
country soon,” he added.

During the event, Vietnamese music was per-
formed with Vietnamese traditional instruments. 
Dong Quang Vinh, one of the performers, is a Viet-
namese artist, an experienced young conductor with 
years of conducting top orchestras Viet Nam nowa-
days. Born to a family of traditional music, he is also 

a soloist on different types of traditional musical in-
struments and has been invited to give performances 
on various international stages.

Vinh has conducted symphonies, concertos, and 
orchestral suites by composers from Bach, Handel, 
Vivaldi, Beethoven, and Mozart to Rachmaninoff, 
Debussy, Ravel, Carl Orff, and operas, musicals, 
and ballets such as “Swan Lake”, “The Nutcracker”, 
“Carmen”, “Les Miserables”, etc. He has also com-
posed and arranged hundreds of classics and folk 
music of Viet Nam and abroad for domestic and in-
ternational cultural and artistic exchanges.

Vietnamese Ambassador NGO Toan Thang


