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Once a semi-legal sharing site, 
Crunchyroll is now a streaming 
giant credited with helping Jap-

anese anime transform from a nerdy 
subculture into a lucrative global indus-
try poised to conquer new markets. This 
year, the US-based company held its an-
nual Anime Awards in Tokyo for the first 
time, with the art form’s heavyweights 
gathering for what have become some 
of the industry’s highest accolades-and a 
sign of Crunchyroll’s influence.

Sony acquired the company in 2020 
for $1.17 billion and Crunchyroll now 
offers anime in over 10 languages on 
15 platforms. Its evolution from a site 
featuring user-generated content that 
faced copyright claims to a platform with 
over 10 million paying subscribers has 
helped drive an explosion in the popu-
larity of Japanese anime.

“We are really excited to see it be-
come a global movement and be adopt-
ed across the globe,” Crunchyroll presi-
dent Rahul Purini told AFP at the awards. 
Presenters this year included “Stranger 
Things” actor Finn Wolfhard and film-
maker Robert Rodriguez, a testament 
to “how anime has not only grown but 
become such a part of the mainstream 
cultural zeitgeist”, chief marketing officer 
Gita Rebbapragada said.

While classics like “Spirited Away” 
and “One Piece” have long had devoted 
followings, anime has grown exponen-
tially in recent years, helped in part by a 
pandemic-fuelled demand for indoor en-

tertainment. The global market for Jap-
anese anime grew 13 percent to an all-
time high of 2.74 trillion yen ($20 billion) 
in 2021, according to the Association of 
Japanese Animations.

‘Not one size fits all’ 
In the United States, “there is a sur-

prising amount of understanding that 
(anime) is not kids’ cartoons”, Reb-
bapragada said. “Number one opening 
weekends is not uncommon anymore 
for an anime film.” Crunchyroll can claim 

some of the credit: it is now dubbed the 
world’s largest online anime library, pres-
ent in over 200 countries and territories.

It offers anime, games and manga 
on its platforms, distributes animation 
films to US theatres, publishes manga 
and sells anime-related merchandise. 
When it was founded in 2006, howev-
er, it skated along the edges of legality, 
with its content being largely pirated, 
user-generated cartoon uploads that 
often raised copyright issues. It turned 
over a new leaf with the 2009 rollout of 

a fully licensed subscription plan, and 
has won over fans keen to give back 
to creators. The company believes 
the range of titles it offers is part of the 
reason for anime’s expanding market, 
with content going beyond tradition-
al “shonen (boys)” anime centered on 
coming-of-age tales about swashbuck-
ling heroes. “A lot of folks are familiar 
with ‘Dragon Ball’, that’s a major fran-
chise, but there’s the unique opportuni-
ties for something like ‘Spy x Family’,” 
chief operating officer Brady McCollum, 
referring to the recent comedy hit fea-
turing a telepathic girl and her make-be-
lieve parents. The ingredients for good 
anime are “not one size fits all”, he said.

‘Anime can come from anywhere’ 
Still, for those unfamiliar with an-

ime, who can sometimes assume the 
cartoon format is intended for children, 
violent or sexual content can come as 
a surprise. Anime is a “medium that 
encapsulates many different genres”, 
said Rebbapragada. “There’s going to 
be a huge swathe of things-some of it 
is going to be less palatable to some 
audiences than others.”

The company expects “really strong 
growth in anime and for ourselves” par-
ticularly in newer markets like India, said 
Rebbapragada. Anime’s growth has 
also invited competition from Japan’s 
neighbors such as China and South 
Korea, with “Your Name” director Ma-
koto Shinkai recently telling AFP that he 

thinks Chinese animation will “sooner or 
later overtake us”.

Most of Crunchyroll’s anime titles are 
still Japanese, though the firm sees ma-
jor progress in Chinese anime, and will 
stream the adaptation of South Korea’s 
best-selling webcomic “Solo Leveling”. “I 
think anime can come from anywhere,” 
Rebbapragada said. — AFP

Crunchyroll CMO Gita Rebbapragada (left) and COO Brady McCollum (right) posing for 
photographs following an interview with AFP in Toyko. — AFP photos

Crunchyroll CEO Rahul Purini posing for 
photographs during the Crunchyroll Anime 
Awards 2023 in Tokyo.

Shirley Kurata: Designer 
for the ‘Everything 
Everywhere’ multiverse

As a teenager, Shirley Kurata worked 
in the Aratani Theatre in the Little To-
kyo section of Los Angeles. On Sun-

day, the venue will host an Oscars watch 
party for her film “Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”-and she could be one of the 
winners. Kurata is up for her first Acade-
my Award for best costume design for the 
mind-bending sci-fi fantasy, for which she 
dressed Michelle Yeoh, Ke Huy Quan, 
Stephanie Hsu and Jamie Lee Curtis.

“It feels like coming full circle,” Ku-
rata told AFP in an interview ahead of 
the Oscars gala. “I’m so honored. I’m 
in the company of just very, very amaz-
ing and talented costume designers.” 
Kurata is competing against three past 
winners-Catherine Martin (“Elvis”), Ruth 
Carter (“Black Panther: Wakanda Forev-
er”) and Jenny Beavan (“Mrs Harris Goes 
to Paris”) -- and four-time nominee Mary 
Zophres (“Babylon”).

Dressed in a vintage floral jacket and 
skirt, a turtleneck (her wardrobe staple, 
she says) and neon green jelly shoes 
with purple soles, Kurata rocks a retro 
style, complemented by distinctive round 
glasses. On her pastel blue fingernails? 
The zany googly eyes seen throughout 
the film. “Everything Everywhere,” direct-
ed by Daniel Kwan and Daniel Scheinert, 

goes into Sunday’s ceremony as a front-
runner with a leading 11 nominations in-
cluding for best picture. The movie tells 
the story of a Chinese American couple 
that runs a laundromat, is in trouble with 
the tax authorities and struggles to relate 
to their depressed lesbian daughter.

At the IRS office, Evelyn (Yeoh) and 
Waymond (Quan) are suddenly thrust 
into a battle spanning multiple univers-

es-against a sassy all-powerful villain 
who happens to be one version of their 
child. Kurata, whose parents also owned 
a laundromat, felt her collaboration with 
the Daniels, as the directors are known, 
was a “match made in heaven.” “I think 
they encouraged me to sort of just show 
my creative muscles,” she recalled.

Brainstorming with the Daniels 
Some of the costume ideas were set 

in the film’s storyboarding, like the be-
jeweled Elvis-style white pantsuit worn 
by the evil Jobu Tupaki (Hsu) when she 
turns policemen into confetti, Kurata ex-
plains. But the character’s myriad cos-
tume changes were not scripted. “We 
just sort of brainstormed like, okay, why 
don’t we have like a golf look for her or 
like a K-Pop look and we just sort of 
worked together,” she said.

Kurata didn’t even sketch out the 
more than 100 looks she ultimately pre-
pared for the film. There was no time. “I 
only had a month and a half to prep this 
movie, which is very short,” she said.

“The entire budget of my movie’s 
wardrobe was probably the equivalent 
of one Marvel costume,” she joked about 
competing with a well-funded block-
buster like “Wakanda Forever.” But her 
looks, spiced up with dramatic hair and 
makeup, popped off the big screen-and 
cropped up all over social media.

Especially popular were Jobu’s K-Pop 
look featuring a Jeremy Scott teddy bear 
sweater, goddess Jobu in an intricate-
ly beaded white dress with a Victorian 
collar, and Chaos Jobu-featuring a bit 
of each costume. “There were so many 
people dressing up” as the film’s charac-
ters for Halloween, she said. “I was like, 
okay, thank God, I succeeded.”

‘Unique, diverse story’ 
Kurata describes herself as part of 

Generation X, without offering a specific 
age. Born and raised in Los Angeles, she 
says she knew she wanted to be a de-
signer from age 10 or 11, and learned to 
sew from her mother. After high school, 
Kurata moved to Paris and trained for 
three years at the elite Studio Bercot.

When she returned to LA, she says 
there “wasn’t really much of a fashion 
scene” so she targeted Hollywood, build-
ing her resume on low-budget films and 
TV sets, as well as by working as a stylist 
on music videos and commercials. She 
ultimately headed back to the film scene 
because she enjoyed the “sense of fami-
ly” that develops on set.

Kurata, who will start work on her next 
project in May, says she prefers to work 
on films directed by women and people 
of color, as they offer a “unique, diverse 
story about the world.” She divides her 
time between Hollywood work and Vir-
gil Normal, the store she co-founded in 
Los Angeles with her designer husband 
Charlie Staunton.—AFP

Britain’s Prince Harry and his wife 
Meghan have begun calling their 
young daughter Lilibet a prin-

cess, apparently ending uncertainty 
over the royal titles of their two chil-
dren. Confirming her baptism last Fri-
day to the PA news agency, a spokes-
person for the couple referred to her 
as “Princess Lilibet Diana”. The chris-
tening reportedly took place at the Cal-
ifornia home of the couple, also known 
as the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. 
Buckingham Palace confirmed to PA 
that it would now update its website’s 
line of succession list.

Although the two children automat-
ically became a prince and princess 
when Harry’s father King Charles III ac-
ceded to the throne in September, they 
had remained listed as plain “master” 
and “miss” on the website. The titles 
had emerged as a contentious issue 
after the Sussexes quit royal life and 
moved to California in 2020.

In an interview with US chat show 
host Oprah Winfrey in March 2021, 
Meghan said that Buckingham Palace 
“didn’t want him (Archie) to become a 
prince”. In fact, Archie, now aged three, 
not being a prince was due to title rules 
set out by King George V in 1917. 

Those rules state that the title of prince 
or princess is only accorded to the male 
line grandchildren of the monarch and 
one other member of the family, not the 
great grandchildren.

The status of Archie and 21-month-
old Lilibet changed from great grand-
children to grandchildren of a monarch 
on the death of Queen Elizabeth II last 
year. Under George V’s rules, the only 
other member of the family entitled to 
be a prince is the eldest great grandson 
in the direct line of succession.

This resulted in the first child of 
Harry’s brother Prince William and 
his wife Catherine being known as 
Prince George. His younger sister 
and brother, Charlotte and Louis, also 
became a princess and prince after 
the late queen changed the rules in 
2012 to include them.

Since they moved to the US, Harry 
and Meghan have complained bitterly 
about their treatment as members of 
the royal family. Their latest broadside, 
the January publication of Harry’s au-
tobiography “Spare” is said to have 
significantly worsened relations be-
tween the self-exiled couple and other 
senior royals.—AFP

Rare West African
lion cubs caught on 
camera in Senegal

At three months old, even future 
kings of the savannah like to play. 
In Senegal, a video of three cubs 

that would have hardly been imaginable 
a few years ago, has given hope that the 
revered West African lion, which has been 
decimated over time, will be revived.

The US-based wild cat conservation 
organisation Panthera has released 
never-before-seen images of a lioness 
and three cubs spotted in February by 
a remote cameras in the Niokolo-Koba 
National Park in southeastern Senegal.

In what Panthera describes as a 
“thrilling sign of recovery for the critically 
endangered West African lion”, video 
footage shows the big cat eating an 
animal carcass while its three-month-old 
offspring try to imitate it.

They brandish their claws and 
fangs, testing them out on scraps of 
wood or their mother’s hindquarters. 
“This documentation of new lion life... 
indicates the remarkable recovery of a 
population on the brink of extinction”, the 
organization said in a statement.

Panthera has since 2011 been 
working with Senegal’s Department of 
National Parks on conservation efforts 
in the Niokolo-Koba park. In that time, 
the number of lions in the park has 
risen from 10 or 15 to around 30, the 
organization said. The West African lion is 
characterized by a narrow mane and bald 

appearance, and is genetically distinct 
from the African or Asian subspecies. 
There are between 120 and 375 of them 
left, according to Panthera.

Revered to the point of being cited in 
the Senegalese national anthem, West 
African lions have been decimated 
by poaching and the gradual loss 
of their habitat. Their historic range 
has shrunk by 99 percent, Panthera 
said, citing the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature.

Florence - the lioness caught on 
camera, who is thought to be nine or 
10 years old - has contributed to the 
population’s recovery. The cubs - two 
males and a female -- pictured with 
her are believed to be her third litter 
since 2021. — AFP

Costume designer Shirley Kurata, nominated for an Oscar for the movie ‘Everything Every-
where All at Once,’ poses for AFP in her store. — AFP photos

Costume designer Shirley Kurata, nominat-
ed for an Oscar for the movie ‘Everything 
Everywhere All at Once,’ poses for AFP in 
her store in Los Angeles.


