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KUWAIT: Sadu House launched an exhibition Sat-
urday to showcase sadu-inspired artwork created by 
four Kuwaiti artists through its Sadi residency pro-
gram. Sadi 2023: Symbolism and Storytelling, which 
opened on March 11, 2023, will remain on display until 
March 25 to celebrate the work of Retaj Al-Khaldi, 
Norah Al-Shammari, Sayer Al-Sayer, Samaa Al-Refai 
and Mohmoud Shaker. 

Chairperson of Al-Sadu Society Sheikha Bibi Duaij 
Al-Sabah said the Sadi artist and residency program 
gives the opportunity to a group of artists to create 
art pieces that transform sadu from a traditional tex-
tile into something contemporary and attractive to a 
younger audience. 

Each year the artists are given a theme from which 
they can create their art pieces. This year’s theme is 
storytelling and symbolism. She added that artists have 
done a great job after months of workshops, lectures, 
and one-on-one time with artists and weavers, in ad-
dition to studio spaces allocated for them. Sheikha Bibi 
said she is looking forward to welcome a new group of 
artists every year, creating a larger collection of these 
pieces and taking it internationally.

Kuwaiti artist Shammari, who holds a bachelors in 
graphic design and a masters of fine arts in design, dis-
played her art work that focuses on the self, expressed 
through layers and strokes. Shammari explained her 
artwork as a manifestation of the self, or rather the 
journey of the self, brought to life through contrasting 
colors and interesting compositions. 

“My concept focuses on how with technologies’ 
prevalence in our society, we forget that everything we 
need is already within us, and all we need to do is use 
our imagination and our hands. Those are enough tools 
for everyone to be creative and this is what inspired me 
to create my work,” she said. 

Multimedia artist and designer Khaldi, also partic-
ipated in displaying her artwork at Sadi. According to 
Khaldi, her work is based on local, social, and cultural 
themes. She also referred to her artwork as a linking 
equipment that connects her with people. 

Sayer is an architectural designer with a wide-rang-
ing interest in arts and crafts, spatial planning and re-

search. In his work, he attempts to combine contem-
porary concepts, quality craftsmanship and a sense of 
humor. Sayer said his art pieces stemmed from a relent-
less desire to partake in the creative process. Images 
and objects around him stood alone, usually devoid of 
their origins, inspiring early efforts to mimic and recre-
ate his surroundings. 

Refai is a Kuwaiti visual artist who smears colors on 
surfaces to make feelings tangible. She described her 
art as the place where she shatters and comes togeth-
er to form a home for herself and the other. Beyond 

creating art, she dedicates her time conducting re-
search on art while also curating exhibitions for inter-
national artists.

Shaker is a Kuwaiti author and artist whose curiosity 
towards human subjects, and the idea of being a human 
with feelings, has largely inspired both his writings and 
art where he often dissects the self, its feelings and its 
emotion. According to Shaker, he seeks to create ex-
periences that push himself and others to pose deeper 
questions and delve into the unspoken, in an attempt to 
probe the depths of the human soul.

KUWAIT: Sheikha Altaf Salim Al-Ali Al-Sabah and her daughter Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al-Sabah (center) pose with diplomats during the exhibit. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Art exhibit adds modern 
twist to traditional textile

Sadu House celebrates sadu-themed pieces by four Kuwaiti artists-in-residence

Kuwaiti artist Norah Al-Shammari and her husband. Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al-Sabah

Attendees point at one of the displayed artworks at the exhibit. 

Loyac’s ‘Green Path’ 
celebrates second 
batch of graduates 
KUWAIT: Loyac’s arts academy “LAPA” has grad-
uated its second batch of student s who participated 
in the “Green Path” program which signifies Loyac’s 
keenness to improve environmental awareness 
about climate change and its effects on Kuwait and 
the world in general.

The 72-hour intensive training program started last 
year in cooperation with “Youth of Shamiyah” within 
the “Green Spaces” strategy adopted by Loyac. Under 
the sponsorship of Boursa Kuwait, LAPA celebrated the 
graduation of 24 male and female students between the 
ages of 16 and 25. Certificates were distributed accord-
ing to the number of theoretical and practical training 
hours in the reserve as well as the achievements made in 
the field of reducing fossil fuel consumption, soil prepa-
ration for agriculture, plant propagation skills, waste 
management and sorting among others.

Head of Loyac’s administrative council Faraa Al-
Saqqaf said: “It is the first program of its kind in Kuwait 
that will achieve a leap in environmental awareness and 
will contribute to the creation and development of en-
vironmental cadres specialized in the agricultural field, 
through practical means witnessed by the reserve.”

“At the initiative of Adiba Al-Fahad, who thanks to 
her management, supervision, training and experience 
in the agricultural sector, the youth were able to gain 
experience in the basics and pass the hours required 
to hold the certificate of ‘environmental protector’. 
The private sector, represented by the Kuwait Boursa, 
had a vital role in financing the costs of the program, 
as well as the government sector, represented by the 
Ministry of Youth, had an active contribution by pro-

viding the garden, which 
provided students with a 
space to complete their 
environmental and agricul-
tural work,” she added.

Nasser Al-Sanousi, di-
rector of the marketing and 
institutional communication 
at Kuwait Boursa said: “The 
stock exchange’s support 
for this initiative stems from 
its firm belief that protect-
ing the natural environment 
is a priority for the compa-
ny and its employees. Al-
though the stock exchange 
does not operate in an environmentally sensitive sector, 
it is aware of the impact of its operations on the en-
vironment and the importance of addressing environ-
mental issues as a collective responsibility in which all 
members of society participate.”

“Therefore, we are committed to keeping the envi-
ronmental impact of its operations to a minimum, as well 
as constantly improving the company’s environmental 
management practices to reduce energy and other 
resource consumption, in addition to promoting recy-
cling in its operations and encouraging its employees to 
adopt responsible environmental behaviors,” he added.

After receiving a shield of appreciation from Saqqaf, 
the representative of the Public Authority for Youth 
and Director of the Voluntary Work Department at the 
Authority, Walid Al-Ansari, expressed his deep happi-
ness in cooperating with Lapa, wishing that the reserve 
would become one of the landmarks of Kuwait in volun-
teer and environmental work.

Adiba Al-Fahad expressed her great pride in the 
participating students and their remarkable achieve-
ments saying: “It was an honor to work with the rising 
generation, and I hope that the experience will be ben-
eficial to them at the local and global levels. 

KUWAIT: Faraa Al-Saqqaf, Adiba Al-Fahad and Walid Al-Ansari pose for a picture with “Green Path” graduates. 

Nasser Al-Sanousi

Conference examines 
global research on
Arab cultural heritage
KUWAIT: A conference shedding the light on the ar-
chaeology of the Arabian Peninsula is being held in Ku-
wait City for three days starting Sunday, March 12. The 
fifth International Seminar of the Archaeology of the 
Arabian Peninsula will examine the way of life of people 
in the Arabian Peninsula during the late antiquity and 
early Islamic period.

“The seminar represents an opportunity for par-
ticipating researchers to exchange ideas and pres-
ent findings from their research on the topic,” Secre-
tary General of the National Council for Culture, Arts 
and Literature (NCCAL) by designation Mohammad 
Al-Jassar told KUNA.

The conference is organized by NCCAL and the 
Centre Francais de Recherche de la Peninsule Arabique 
(CEFREPA), one of 27 research institutes set up by the 
French Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs across 
the world. Head of CEFREPA Abbes Zouache said he 
was happy to be involved in this conference.

Researchers will focus on sharing information about 
the period’s material culture — defined as the physi-
cal objects made by humans, such as pottery and arte-
facts made of glass and stone. Discussions will revolve 
around topics such as the typology, dating and prove-
nance of the artefacts. The conference will help update 
archaeological data in the region and enrich regional 
research on the topic, Jassar told KUNA. 

Kuwait University’s Dr Hasan Ashkanani will pres-
ent at one of the sessions and chair another. Dr Fahad 
Al-Wahaibi and Dr Abd Al-Hadi Al-Ajmi will chair two 
other sessions. Academics from universities in the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Jordan, France, the UK and Poland 
are lecturing on different subjects. One of the talks, for 
example, will go over the underwater cultural heritage 
in the context of early Islamic settlement structures on 
Failaka Island. Another will delve into whether the “Ar-
ab-Persian Gulf in the Early Islamic Period an Artistic 
Region” by looking at “The Case of Christian Stucco 
Decorations from the Gulf Islands”.

Researchers will get the chance to visit early and late 
Islamic historical sites at Failaka Island, such as Al-Qu-
sur, Al-Qurainyiah, Al-Saida and fishermen coastal 
sites. Trips to the Tareq Rajab Museum and Dar al-
Athar al-Islamiyya are also on the agenda. 

Warehouse fabricating 
expiry dates busted
KUWAIT: Commerce and Industry Ministry in-
spectors discovered a warehouse where labels of 
expiry dates on meat were being replaced with new 
dates to be distributed to restaurants. Two tons of 
expired meat were found. Legal action is being taken 
against the suspects.


