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It takes as long to train to be a pup-
peteer at the world-famous Salzburg 
Marionette Theatre as it does to be-
come a doctor. The puppets and their 

startlingly lifelike movements take years 
to master, which is why the Austrian the-
atre’s work has UNESCO World Heritage 
status. “It’s like playing an instrument. 
You can’t think about which string to pull 
during the show,” said Edouard Funck, a 
puppeteer and costume designer.

Most puppets have at least 11 strings, 
so the puppeteer can make them “kiss 
each other, hug each other, hit each oth-
er, (or) whatever we want.” Some com-
plicated puppets have dozens of strings, 
requiring up to five people to operate 

them, said the 34-year-old French-
born performer. Their movements are 
so subtle that audiences sometimes 
believe a puppet has “moved her lips”, 
said Funck, when it’s just “the illusion 
that is created on stage”.

Lengthy apprenticeship 
The theatre’s founder, Austrian 

sculptor Anton Aicher, invented a spe-
cial control bar to manipulate the pup-
pets a century ago. “Because the con-
trol bar is so small, we can make the 
puppets interact closely,” Funck said. 
The puppeteers make the puppets 
themselves, spending their mornings 
designing, carving and dressing them 

before returning later to perform. De-
spite the lengthy apprenticeship, the 
theatre has no problem finding recruits, 
said Funck, who dreamed of being a 
puppeteer as a child. Ilse Laubbichler, 
79, who has been coming to the theatre 
since her own childhood, took her four 
grandchildren to see “Snow White” there 
for the first time. “I love the characters, 
the movement of the puppets-this is true 
artistry,” she said. — AFP

Puppets overlook an empty cloack room prior to the Snow White fairytale puppet show. Puppets are seen in a storage prior to the Snow White fairytale puppet show at the UNESCO recognized Salzburg Marionette Theatre in 
Salzburg, Austria. — AFP photos

American author Paul Auster, whose 
stylistic novels about outsiders 
and down-and-outers brought him 

fame, is suffering from cancer, his wife 
said Saturday. Auster, 76, is being treat-
ed at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center in New York, his wife and fellow 
writer Siri Hustvedt posted on Instagram. 
“My husband was diagnosed with cancer 
in December after having been ill for sev-
eral months before that,” she wrote.

“I have been living in a place I have 
come to call Cancerland.” “Many people 
have crossed its borders either because 

they are or have been sick themselves or 
love someone, a parent, child, spouse, or 
friend who has or had cancer,” she wrote.

Auster has written more than 30 
books which have been translated into 
more than 40 languages. He shot to fame 
in 1982 with “The Invention of Solitude,” 
a haunting memoir of his father. He fol-
lowed that up with “The New York Trilo-
gy,” a noirish take on the detective genre.

Hustvedt didn’t specify what type 
of cancer her husband has or his prog-
nosis. “Living with someone who has 
cancer and is being bombed with che-

motherapy and immunotherapy is an 
adventure in closeness and separation,” 
she wrote. “This tightrope isn’t always 
easy to walk...” — AFP 

Greek granny 
famed for helping 
refugees dies

A 93-year-old Greek grandmother, 
who was nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize for helping refugees 

flooding into Europe, died on Sunday, 
the state news agency reported. Emilia 
Kamvysi and two other elderly wom-
en became instant celebrities in 2015 
when they were pictured bottle-feed-
ing a refugee baby whose parents had 
just landed on Greece’s Lesbos island 
after a perilous sea crossing. The ar-
rivals were among more than a million 
refugees and migrants, many fleeing 

the Syrian civil war, who reached EU 
shores during the influx.

The three elderly women were chil-
dren of ethnic Greek refugees from 
Turkey, and became a symbol of the 
solidarity of the people of Lesbos with 
the huge numbers of arriving Syrians. 
Greek state news agency ANA report-
ed Kamvysi’s death and said her fu-
neral would take place in her village on 
Lesbos on Monday.

The other two grandmothers had al-
ready passed away-Maritsa Mavrapidou 
in 2019 at the age of 92, and Efstratia 
Mavrapidou in 2022, aged 96. The trio 
had insisted they had done nothing spe-
cial. “What did I do, my son?” Kamvysi, 
famously told Greek President Prokopis 
Pavlopoulos. “They were gentle people 
and they were just passing through,” she 
later told AFP. — AFP 

Puppeteers prepare the stage 
prior to the Snow White 
fairytale puppet show.

Puppets are seen in a storage prior to the Snow White fairytale puppet show.Puppeteer Ursula Winzer works on a pup-
pet prior to the Snow White fairytale puppet 
show.

Puppeteer Edouard Funck is seen with faceless puppets in a storage prior to the Snow 
White fairytale puppet show.
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