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The Rann of Kutch, one of the 
largest salt marshes in the world, 
located mostly in India’s Gujarat 

state in the Kutch district, with some 
parts extending into the Pakistani 
province of Sindh. The region is divided 
into the Great Rann, which covers 
around 18,000 square kilometers, and 
Little Rann covering around 5,100 
square kilometers and is known to be 
bone-dry all winter, then totally flooded 
in the summer because of heavy 
rainfall. The Kutch district is inhabited 
by various groups and is particularly 
famous for its arts and crafts. — KUNA 

S Africa rapper 
Costa Titch dies after 
collapsing on stage

The South African rapper Costa Titch 
died on stage while performing, po-
lice said Sunday, as they opened an 

investigation in the circumstances of the 
28-year-old’s sudden death. The artist 
“collapsed while he was performing” on 
Saturday evening at the Ultra South Afri-
ca concert in the Johannesburg suburb of 
Nasrec, police told AFP.

They said a post-mortem would es-
tablish the cause of death. Costa Titch 
scored a major hit with “Big Flexa,” which 
has more than 45 million Youtube views, 
showcasing the amapiano local subgenre 
of house music blending house, jazz and 
lounge music. Videos on social media of 
his concert Saturday show him perform-
ing with his microphone in hand when he 
appears to fall. He continues singing but 
collapses again, prompting other artists 
to come to his aid.

Costa Titch, whose real name is Cos-
ta Tsobanoglou, died a month on from 
the assassination of another popular 
South African rapper Kiernan Forbes, 
known as AKA. Forbes was shot dead 
outside a Durban restaurant and an 

investigation is ongoing into what has 
been seen as a likely contract killing. 
Tributes swiftly appeared for Titch on 
Sunday with Julius Malema, leader of 
radical leftist party EFF, posting an im-
age of a broken heart alongside Costa 
Titch’s name on social media.

The Southern African Music Rights 
Organization wrote on Twitter: “SAM-
RO is saddened by the passing of pop-
ular rapper Costa Tsobanoglou, better 
known as Costa Titch. Heartfelt condo-
lences to his family, friends and broad-
er music industry.” “RIP, Costa Titch. 
Great talent gone too soon,” tweeted 
rapper Da L.E.S. — AFP 

Two Namibian cheetahs relocated 
to India last year were released 
into the wild, more than seven de-

cades after the world’s fastest land an-
imal was declared extinct in the South 
Asian country. “Both cheetahs are do-
ing good,” India’s Environment Minister 
Bhupender Yadav tweeted Saturday 
after the male and female darted from 
quarantine enclosures of Kuno Nation-
al Park into the wild.

“Big day for the cheetah reintroduc-
tion program,” Yadav added. Obaan 
and Asha were among eight cheetahs 
brought to India last September after 
India’s top court ruled in 2020 that the 
species should be reintroduced on an 
experimental basis. The program is a 
major prestige project for Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who presided over the 
release of the animals into an enclosure 
after their arrival.

Twelve more of the globally listed 
“vulnerable” big cats were translocated 
from South Africa last month, with India 
aiming to bring in about 100 of them 
over the next decade. The last Asiatic 
cheetah to roam the sub-continent was 
believed to have been hunted down in 
1947 by an Indian prince.

The spotted feline was declared of-
ficially extinct in India in 1952. Kuno 
National Park, a wildlife sanctuary in 
central India, was selected for reloca-
tion of the African cheetahs-a different 
subspecies-for its abundant prey and 
grasslands. The African cheetah’s in-
troduction in India is the first interconti-
nental relocation of the planet’s fastest 
land animal.

Critics have warned the creatures 
may struggle to adapt to the Indian hab-

itat due to competition for prey from a 
significant number of leopards in the 
national park. Cheetahs are one of the 
oldest big cat species, with ancestors 
dating back about 8.5 million years, and 
they once roamed widely throughout 
Asia and Africa in great numbers. But 
today, after their extinction from many 
countries across the Middle East and 
Asia, only around 7,000 remain, primari-
ly in the African savannahs.— AFP 

Cheetahs back in wild in India after seven decades

This handout photograph Bureau (PIB) shows a wild cheetah being released at Kuno National 
Park in Madhya Pradesh state. — AFP 


