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Shooting scheduled 
from March 16-18
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Preparations are underway at Sheikh 
Sanaj Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex for 
the Late Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud 
Al-Sabah Cup tournament. The tournament which 
is scheduled from March 16-18, 2023 is organized 
by Kuwait Shooting Sport Club.

President of Kuwait and Arab Shooting Feder-
ations Eng Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi said Kuwait 
Shooting continues its efforts and participation 

in local tournaments organized by the club, as 
well as regional and international events in 
preparation for the qualifying tournaments for 
the upcoming Paris 2024 Olympics.

Al-Otaibi highly appreciated the support Ku-
wait Shooting Sport and Shooters receive from 
President of Asian Shooting Confederation, Hon-
orary President of KSSC Sheikh Salman Sabah 
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah who is keen on 
organizing this annual event in order to encour-
age and motivate shooters.

He said this tournament is a good opportunity to 
discover promising talents. Al-Otaibi thanked HH the 
Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad 

Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah for their generous sup-
port. The tournament will include trap, skeet, archery, 
10m pistol and rifle, 50m rifle and 25m rapid pistol.

PARIS: In a Women’s World Cup year, 
players from several national teams have 
spoken out to condemn managerial 
methods, demand better conditions or 
call for equal pay, and the sacrifices are 
paying off with four months to go until 
the showpiece in Australia and New 
Zealand. In France, a revolt by some of 
the country’s top players, led by captain 
Wendie Renard, led to the sacking of 
coach Corinne Diacre on Thursday.

Canada’s national team threatened to 
go on strike in a row over pay, funding 
and contractual issues. Meanwhile, 15 
members of Spain’s squad decided in 
September to withdraw from interna-
tional duty, calling for major changes, 
including the departure of coach Jorge 
Vilda. He remains at the helm. Jonas 
Baer-Hoffmann, the general secretary of 
global footballers’ union FIFPro, said in 
many cases the leadership of the sport 
was lagging behind the aspirations and 
achievements of women players.

“Whether it is the players’ own 
conditions and economic support, 
the coaching environments, the lack 
of professional structures in their 
federations and leagues-they don’t 
match what is asked and delivered 
by the players on the pitch and to 
grow the sport,” he told AFP. “No 
player should have to sacrifice a part 
of their career to achieve what they 
are asking for and it shows how un-

responsive the leadership in many 
organizations still is to truly commit 
to women’s football.”

Stars to miss WCup?
Players from France, Canada and 

Spain are not the first to agitate for 
change. Ada Hegerberg, the first-ever 
winner of the women’s Ballon d’Or, 
withdrew from the international scene 
in 2017, citing concerns over the in-
equality of treatment given to men’s and 
women’s teams by the Norwegian fed-
eration. The United States team, led by 
superstars Carli Lloyd, Megan Rapinoe 
and Alex Morgan, filed a complaint 
against the US Soccer Federation alleg-
ing wage discrimination.

Their fight eventually led to a land-
mark collective bargaining deal last 
year which would mean the US men’s 
and women’s teams evenly sharing 
World Cup prize money paid by FIFA. 
Morgan offered her support to the 
French rebels on social media. “You 
know it’s serious when the most capped 
player/skipper can’t support or play” 
for France, said Morgan, an ex-team-
mate of Renard at French side Lyon.

It is striking to see so many rebel-
lions taking place so close to the World 
Cup, which kicks off on July 20. The 
possibility that some of the biggest 
stars will not feature in Australia and 
New Zealand is “a very real threat”, ac-

cording to Baer-Hoffmann. “We hope 
that those with the abilities to change 
those circumstances don’t feel like this 
is a power play to fight over but see that 
the protest comes from a place of a 
genuine desire to improve the game, 
make it accessible for all.”

In Canada and in France, the rebels 
have won out. Diacre was dismissed on 
Thursday, while Canada Soccer presi-
dent Nick Bontis recently resigned, ad-
mitting change was needed at the top of 
the organization. Canada Soccer has 
since proposed an equal pay deal that it 
said will make their women’s team the 

second best-paid in the world. Yet both 
disputes have left a mark, with Renard 
speaking of concerns for her mental 
health.  Christine Sinclair, Canada’s all-
time top scorer, told a government hear-
ing that she had “never been more insult-
ed than I was by Canada Soccer’s own 
president last year, as we met with him to 
discuss our concerns”. In Spain, however, 
there is no sign of a return for the players 
who quit after the Spanish Football Fed-
eration backed Vilda. He has therefore 
effectively called up a B team for recent 
games, although top scorer Jennifer Her-
moso has made a comeback.  — AFP

Winds of rebellion blow through 
women’s football ahead of WCup

NHL’s Bruins make history 

NEW YORK: The Boston Bruins became the 
fastest team in NHL history to reach the 50-win 
mark in a season by defeating the Detroit Red 
Wings 3-2 on Saturday. Garnet Hathaway broke 
a 2-2 deadlock with 6:06 remaining in the third 
period, knocking in a backhand off a rebound of 
an AJ Greer shot for his first tally since being 
obtained in a trade with Washington earlier this 
month. Patrice Bergeron and Hampus Lindholm 
also scored for the Bruins, who rallied from 2-0 
down for the triumph, while goaltender Linus 
Ullmark made 29 saves for Boston, which im-
proved to 50-9 with five overtime losses. By 
reaching 50 wins in only 64 contests, the Bruins 
broke the former NHL standard for 50 wins, set 
in 66 games by the 1995-96 Red Wings and 
2018-19 Tampa Bay Lightning. — AFP

NFL, NBA ex-champ dies

WASHINGTON: Bud Grant, who won NFL 
and NBA titles and coached the Minnesota Vi-
kings into four Super Bowls, died Saturday, the 
club announced. He was 95. “We are absolute-
ly devastated to announce legendary Minne-
sota Vikings head coach and Hall of Famer Bud 
Grant has passed away,” the Vikings statement 
said. “We, like all Vikings and NFL fans, are 
shocked and saddened by this terrible news.” 
Grant was a reserve for the 1950 NBA champi-
on Minneapolis Lakers who ended his basket-
ball career in 1951 to join the NFL’s Philadel-
phia Eagles, playing as a defensive end and 
wide receiver. In 1952, Grant departed for Can-
ada’s Winnipeg Blue Bombers and played for 
five years in the Canadian Football League be-
fore becoming the Winnipeg coach in 1957. 
Grant guided the Blue Bombers to four Grey 
Cup crowns until leaving after the 1966 season 
to take over the NFL’s Vikings, where he made 
defensive toughness and stoic expressions 
trademarks, emphasizing emotional control 
and banning sideline heaters in the cold out-
door conditions of Minnesota games to better 
focus his players. — AFP 
 

Middlesbrough eye promotion

LONDON: Middlesbrough closed the gap on 
Championship rivals Sheffield United as the 
race for promotion to the Premier League took 
a fresh twist on Saturday. Michael Carrick’s 
Middlesbrough won 3-1 at Swansea to move 
within four points of United after their 1-0 
home defeat against Luton. Carlton Morris’ 
15th goal of the season gave fourth-placed Lu-
ton victory at Bramall Lane. And after Joel Piroe 
gave Swansea a half-time lead at the Liberty 
Stadium, Middlesbrough hit back through goals 
from Aaron Ramsey, Cameron Archer and Chu-
ba Akpom, who has now scored 23 times this 
term. Nathan Tella took his goal tally for the 
campaign to 16 as leaders Burnley eased to a 
3-0 victory over bottom of the table Wigan at 
Turf Moor. On-loan Southampton forward Tella 
headed in the opener after 14 minutes and 
struck again two minutes after half-time, with 
Lyle Foster adding a third late on. —AFP 

McKellar’s influence lauded 

WELLINGTON: Reinstated ACT Brumbies 
coach Stephen Larkham says the groundwork 
laid by predecessor Dan McKellar has handed 
him an “armchair ride” through their unbeaten 
start to the Super Rugby Pacific season. The 
Brumbies beat the Queensland Reds 23-17 in a 
bruising all-Australian affair at Canberra on Sat-
urday to join New Zealand’s Waikato Chiefs as 
the only teams with three wins from three. The 
Chiefs sit atop the standings courtesy of collect-
ing three bonus point victories-including Friday’s 
28-7 drubbing of the Otago Highlanders. But 
Larkham is satisfied with his team’s tenacity in 
winning tight affairs against strong opposition in 
the New South Wales Waratahs, Auckland Blues 
and the Reds to once again emerge as Australia’s 
most likely outfit to challenge New Zealand’s tra-
ditional dominance of the competition. — AFP  

Scheffler grabs 2-shot lead 

MIAMI: American Scottie Scheffler birdied 
the final hole to complete a seven-underpar 65 
and take a two-shot lead into Sunday’s final 
round of the Players Championship. With 
Spain’s world number one Jon Rahm having 
withdrawn from the tournament with illness 
and number three Rory McIlroy missing the 
cut, Scheffler, who is 14-under, can regain the 
top spot in the world rankings with a top-five 
finish at TPC Sawgrass. He faces an interna-
tional challenge, though, with Australian Min 
Woo Lee on 12-under after carding 66 and his 
compatriot Cam Davis a further two strokes 
back. English pair Tommy Fleetwood and Aar-
on Rai are level in fourth place, five shots back 
of Scheffler along with South African Chris-
tiaan Bezuidenhout and American Chad Ra-
mey, the 18-hole leader.  — AFP 

France’s defender Wendie Renard.
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Players demand better conditions, call for equal pay

Duaij Al-Otaibi Rashid Al-Kandari

Germany’s Kuwertz 
grabs grand prize 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Rider Bjorn Kuwertz from Germany 
won the grand prize of the sixth round of Kuwait 
Equestrian Federation League. Kuwertz’s win came 
as he led the grand prize run at a height of 140-145 
cm, following a differentiation round in 35:96 sec-
onds without faults. He was followed by Annaz Al-
Annaz (from Kuwait) and Antonio Mirruzzu from 
Italy. Meanwhile, at 130-135 cm height, Abdullah 
Al-Roudan took the first position, followed by 
Ghazi Al-Jeraiwi, Abdullah Al-Awadhi, Ahmad 
Al-Ansari and Abdullah Al-Osaimi. KEF Adminis-
trative Director Suffayan Bu-Qammaz said the sixth 
round of Kuwait Equestrian league witnessed 
strong competitions between several riders. 16 rid-
ers participated in the grand prize round.

India dominate 
Australia as Kohli 
ends ton drought 
AHMEDABAD: Virat Kohli hit his first Test century 
in more than three years with a towering 186 as India 
batted themselves out of danger of a series-leveling 
defeat to Australia in the fourth Test on Sunday. The 
hosts finished their first innings on 571 to overhaul 
Australia’s 480 and get a first-innings lead of 91 on 
another run-filled day four at the world’s biggest 
cricket stadium in Ahmedabad. 

Kohli was the last man out after he fell to Todd 
Murphy in the final session of play as India lost their 
ninth wicket and Shreyas Iyer did not bat due to 
back pain. Australia reached three for no loss at 
stumps with Travis Head getting the runs while 
alongside nightwatchman Matthew Kuhnemann.

The left-handed Kuhnemann made a surprise 

entry to the crease after opener Usman Khawaja, 
who hit 180 in Australia’s innings, did not come 
out to bat after getting hurt on the field. Kohli 
ruled the day with his 28th Test ton after he got a 
single off spinner Nathan Lyon in the second ses-
sion to bring the house down as fans went wild 
with celebration. Kohli, who now has 75 interna-
tional tons across three international formats, 
kissed his locket before looking up to the sky.

Resuming on 59 after reaching his first Test 
half-century on Saturday since January 2022, the 
landmark came after a patient innings of 241 
balls. Kohli then hit a flurry of fours after reach-
ing his hundred and along with an attacking Axar 
Patel, who made 79, put on a marathon stand of 
162 for the sixth wicket. Khawaja attempted to 
catch an Axar six at the boundary but could not 
stay inside the rope, hurting his foot in the pro-
cess and limping off the field.

Kohli got past 150 after tea and Axar raised his 
third half-century of the series to wear down the op-
position bowlers on a pitch vastly different from the 
rank turners in the previous three matches. Spinners 

Lyon and Murphy bowled 110.5 overs between to 
get three wickets each on another day of hard grind 
for the bowlers. Axar went into fifth gear after his 
fifty as he slogged and smashed Kuhnemann for two 
sixes in an over before being bowled off an inside 
edge by Mitchell Starc.  — AFP 

Virat Kohli

Murray makes it 
through in two at 
Indian Wells
INDIAN WELLS: Former world number one Andy 
Murray didn’t need any marathon match heroics on 
Saturday as he eased into the third round at Indian 
Wells with his first straight sets victory of 2023. 
Murray defeated lucky loser Radu Albot of Moldova 
6-4, 6-3 - the one hour, 42 minute affair in stark con-
trast to Murray’s previous victories this year that in-
cluded a five-setter lasting five-plus hours in the 
second round of the Australian Open.

The escape artist exploits continued last month in 
Doha, where Murray won four three-set matches, 

overcoming eight match points on the way to the fi-
nal, where he fell to Daniil Medvedev. He needed 
more than three hours to win his Indian Wells opener 
over Thomas Etcheverry in three sets. Murray, 35, 
said the quicker win over Albot would pay dividends 
as the week progresses.

“You know, if you’ve had a shorter match, there’s 
probably less aches and pains, so it’s easier to sleep,” 
he said. “The day off as well becomes probably a bit 
more productive, because there is just less fatigue, 
less soreness from the match. “So (I am) probably able 
to practice at a slightly higher intensity and practice 
more specific things, whereas yesterday I just really 
hit a few balls, and that was it. “Even this morning 
when I got up I was still a bit fatigued when I got up, 
bit of soreness in the lower back and things, which I 
would imagine by Monday that won’t be there.”

That’s a good sign for a mouth-watering third-
round clash with fellow Briton Jack Draper, a 6-4, 

6-2 winner over yet another Brit, Daniel Evans. 
Despite a career that includes three Grand Slam 
titles and two Olympic gold medals, Murray said 
he felt nervous during Saturday’s match. “I’m not 
sure exactly why,” he said. “Maybe I felt like it 
was a good opportunity for me and that the draw 
had opened up slightly. “And obviously I wanted 
to try and finish the match quickly.”

The recipe for getting those quicker wins is simple, 
Murray said. “Playing better will give you the chance 
to win matches quicker,” he said. “I do know that be-
ing seeded in tournaments and having a higher rank-
ing means that you’re generally playing players that 
are not quite as good as you, so if you go on the court 
and finish well then you finish the matches a bit quick-
er. “Whereas for me, that has not been the case. 
Hopefully I can keep pushing myself up the rankings, 
keep building that confidence and maybe get a few 
more straightforward draws as well.”— AFP 


