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LONDON: Arsenal powered five points clear at the 
top of the Premier League with a stylish 3-0 win at 
Fulham, while Casemiro was sent off in Manchester 
United’s 0-0 draw against struggling Southamp-
ton on Sunday. Mikel Arteta’s side had seen second 
placed Manchester City close the gap with victory at 
Crystal Palace on Saturday. The Gunners responded 
with the kind of composed display that has been the 
hallmark of their unexpected title charge.

First-half goals from Gabriel Magalhaes, Gabriel 
Martinelli and Martin Odegaard - all set up by the 
influential Leandro Trossard - put Arsenal on course 
for a fifth consecutive league win. With 11 league 
games left, the north Londoners have the title in their 
sights. Since being knocked out of pole position af-
ter a defeat against City, which came during a run 
of four games without a win, Arsenal have shown 
the mettle of potential champions with a strong re-
sponse to that wobble.

It was Arsenal’s 11th victory from 14 away league 

matches this season, underlining the durability and 
maturity that has them in position to win the title 
for the first time since Arsene Wenger’s ‘Invincibles’ 
in 2004. There was more good news for Arsenal in 
the last 14 minutes as Brazil forward Gabriel Jesus 
made his first appearance since injuring his knee at 
last year’s World Cup. With legendary Rolling Stones 
singer Mick Jagger watching from the stands, the 
Gunners ensured their celebrity fan got satisfaction 
from his trip to Craven Cottage.

Gabriel put Arsenal ahead after 21 minutes as the 
Brazilian centre-back rose above three Fulham de-
fenders to meet Trossard’s corner with a powerful 
close-range header. Arsenal were rampant and they 
struck again with another aerial raid in the 26th min-
ute. Trossard was the provider once more, teasing 
his way down the left flank before lofting a cross 
towards Martinelli, who easily out-jumped Antonee 
Robinson to head home from close-range.

The Brazilian forward’s fifth goal in his last six ap-

pearances took him to 12 in all competitions, mak-
ing him Arsenal’s leading scorer this term. Odegaard 
put the result beyond doubt in the final seconds of 
the first half as Arsenal benefitted from more abject 
Fulham defending. Producing his third assist of the 
afternoon, Trossard’s cross reached Odegaard in the 
Fulham area and the midfielder, granted far too much 
space, controlled on his thigh and set himself for a 
fierce strike that fizzed past Bernd Leno.

Casemiro woe
At Old Trafford, Casemiro’s dismissal forced third 

placed United to settle for a drab goalless draw. Unit-
ed are unbeaten in their last 22 home games, but this 
was a limp performance in their first league match 
since last weekend’s humiliating 7-0 defeat at bitter 
rivals Liverpool. Erik ten Hag’s team looked fatigued 
after beating Real Betis in the Europa League last-16 
first leg on Thursday and had to hold on for a point 
after Casemiro was dismissed in the 34th minute.

The Brazil midfielder’s initial booking for a high 
challenge on Carlos Alcaraz was changed to a red card 
following a VAR check. It was the former Real Madrid 
star’s second sending off in eight appearances following 
his red card against Crystal Palace, leaving him facing a 
four-match suspension. Casemiro’s emotional response 
to his premature departure left him in need of consoling 
by United team-mate Antony as he left the pitch.

Southampton remain bottom of the table after 
their battling draw. West Ham moved out of the rele-
gation zone with a 1-1 draw against Aston Villa at the 
London Stadium. West Ham, who started the day in 
18th place, moved up one spot but were still booed 
off at full-time. Villa went ahead with their first effort 
on target, Ollie Watkins heading in Emiliano Buen-
dia’s cross in the 17th minute. West Ham equalized 
nine minutes later when Said Benrahma converted 
a penalty awarded for Leon Bailey’s shove on Lu-
cas Paqueta. Sixth placed Newcastle host Wolves in 
Sunday’s late game. — AFP 

Arsenal power 5 points clear
Casemiro sent off as Man United and Southampton draw 

LONDON: Fulham’s English midfielder Harrison Reed (right) vies with Arsenal’s Belgian midfielder Leandro Trossard during the English Premier League football match between Fulham and Arsenal on March 12, 2023. — AFP 

PSG bouncing back 
from European exit
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe broke away to score a last-min-
ute winner as Paris Saint-Germain beat Brest 2-1 on 
Saturday, a result that will go a small way towards heal-
ing the wound of their midweek Champions League exit 
at the hands of Bayern Munich. PSG have been left with 
just the Ligue 1 title to play for in the remaining months 
of the season after the Qatar-owned club were knocked 
out of Europe’s elite club competition in the last 16 with 
a 3-0 aggregate defeat.

They took the lead on their trip to Brittany in the 
37th minute when Carlos Soler followed in to score 
after Mbappe’s shot had been parried by Brest goal-
keeper Marco Bizot. Yet the home side, battling to 
avoid relegation, drew level before half-time through 
Franck Honorat and it looked like they would hold on 
for a precious point in their fight to avoid relegation. 
But then Mbappe, who had just been booked for kick-
ing Brest midfielder Haris Belkebla in the back of the 
calf, was sent through on goal by Lionel Messi and 
rounded Bizot to score.

Despite an unconvincing performance, the result 
allows PSG to extend their lead at the top of Ligue 1 
to 11 points over nearest challengers Marseille, who 
face Strasbourg on Sunday. “People can say it is a little 
victory but it is a victory. Not everything was perfect 
but we had lots of chances and we shouldn’t let the fact 
we needed a last-minute winner hide that,” PSG coach 
Christophe Galtier told broadcaster Canal Plus.

“To come here and win three days after our disap-
pointment against Bayern was very important. We are 
in a fight for the title. The context is obviously not fa-
vorable but winning was the main thing.” PSG, who are 
chasing what would be a French record 11th league title 
and a ninth in the Qatar era, were missing a host of play-
ers at the Stade Francis-Le Ble, including Neymar. The 

Brazilian is recovering after undergoing an operation on 
damaged ankle ligaments in Doha and is not expected 
to play again this season.

Spanish international Soler was one of three players 
brought into the Paris line-up following Wednesday’s 
2-0 defeat in the second leg of their tie against Bayern 
in Germany. The former Valencia player almost opened 
the scoring early on, but his powerful shot from a Messi 
assist was tipped onto the post by Bizot. Soler did then 
open the scoring, only for Honorat to control a long ball 
forward by Romain Del Castillo and hold off Sergio Ra-
mos and Timothee Pembele before firing in the equaliser.

Bizot saved well from Messi in the second half but 
the Dutch goalkeeper could not prevent Mbappe scor-
ing the winner as the France superstar took his tally 
for the season to 31 in all competitions for his club. He 
is level at the top of the Ligue 1 scorers’ charts on 19 
goals with Canada’s Jonathan David, who scored a hat-
trick for Lille in their 3-3 draw with Lyon on Friday. 
Rennes, who are fifth, drew 0-0 at Auxerre in Satur-
day’s other game.— AFP 

BREST: Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Ky-
lian Mbappe (left) fights for the ball with Brest’s 
Dutch goalkeeper Marco Bizot (right) on his way to 
scoring a goal on March 11, 2023. — AFP

Kvaratskhelia 
pushes Napoli 
18 points clear
NAPLES: Khvicha Kvaratskhelia helped move Napoli 
another step closer to a first Serie A title in more than 
three decades with a wonder goal in Saturday’s 2-0 win 
over Atalanta to push his team 18 points clear. Georgia 
winger Kvaratskhelia lashed in the opening goal of the 
game on the hour mark after spellbinding dribbling left 
Atalanta’s defense wondering which way to look before 
the ball finished in the back of the net.

His 11th league strike of the campaign set Napo-
li on their way to stretching their lead on Inter Milan 
who fell to a shock 2-1 defeat at lowly Spezia on Friday. 
Amir Rrahmani made sure of the points with 13 minutes 
remaining with a towering header from substitute Eljif 
Elmas’ corner. “We’re enjoying ourselves, we’re playing 
well even if it was difficult to begin with tonight because 
Atalanta are a good team,” Rrahmani told DAZN.

“Of course we say it’s normal, we’re in a situation in 
which you can see with our fans how much they can feel 
it.” Lazio can cut the yawning gap between Napoli and 
the rest to 17 if they win at Bologna in Saturday’s late 
match and take second spot. But it’s surely only a matter 
of time until southern Italy’s biggest club win the Scudet-
to for the first time since 1990, when Diego Maradona 
was still strutting his stuff in sight of Mount Vesuvius.

Kvaratskhelia was key to what ended up being a 
straight-forward win but been a nervy affair follow-
ing their home defeat to Lazio last weekend. Before he 
struck Napoli had struggled to create opportunities, 
Serie A’s leading Victor Osimhen going closest shortly 
after the break with a ambitious bicycle kick and header 
from a corner. And they needed Pierluigi Gollini, on loan 
from Atalanta, to be at his best to deny decent efforts 

from Luis Muriel and Duvan Zapata before Rrahmani 
sealed the points.

Napoli now turn their attentions to the visit of Ein-
tracht Frankfurt on Wednesday, a 2-0 first-leg lead 
to protect and a debut spot in the Champions League 
quarter-finals within their grasp. “When you come to 
Naples you enter into the history, what the people want, 
the feeling for the team that can become pressure,” said 
Spalletti. “You need to have imagination and believe that 
you can win.” A third defeat in four matches will likely 
damage Atalanta’s bid for Europe’s top club competition 
as they stay sixth and five points behind the top four.

Roma sit fourth and hosted Sassuolo on Sunday 
while AC Milan, who are fifth and level on 47 points 
with Jose Mourinho’s team, have struggling Salernitana 
at the San Siro on Monday. Earlier Udinese snapped a 
six-match winless streak with a 1-0 victory at Empoli. 
Andrea Sottil’s team are ninth on 35 points, level with 
Bologna and Juventus, after just their second win since 
the start of October. — AFP

NAPLES: Atalanta’s Danish defender Joakim Mae-
hle (left) and Napoli’s Georgian forward Khvicha 
Kvaratskhelia go for a header during the Italian 
Serie A football match on March 11, 2023. — AFP 


