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Iran security official holds talks
in UAE after Saudi-Tehran deal
UAE pledges $3m to rebuild Palestinian town raided by settlers

DUBAI: Iran’s top security official on 
Thursday held high-level talks in the 
United Arab Emirates, days after a 
shock rapprochement between Teh-
ran and Riyadh. Ali Shamkhani, the 
secretary of Iran’s Supreme Nation-
al Security Council, met with Emirati 
president Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al-Nahyan in the capital Abu Dhabi to 
discuss “opportunities for enhancing 
cooperation”, according to the official 
WAM news agency.

He also held talks with the UAE’s 
national security adviser, Sheikh 
Tahnoun bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, and 
discussed “bilateral relations”, WAM 
said. “Iran and the UAE can take great 
steps on the path of expanding bilat-
eral cooperation and strengthening 
neighboring diplomacy,” Shamkhani 
said during his meeting with the UAE 
president, according to Iran’s state 
news agency IRNA. “The formation of 
a stronger region is an attainable ideal 

that we all must take steps towards.”
His trip came after Iran and Saudi 

Arabia announced a Chinese-brokered 
deal on Friday to end a seven-year 
rupture in diplomatic ties. Shamkhani 
had travelled to Beijing for intensive 
negotiations with his Saudi counter-
part ahead of the shock announcement. 
During talks with his Emirati counter-
part on Thursday, Shamkhani called his 
UAE visit “a meaningful beginning for 
the two countries to enter a new stage 
of political, economic and security re-
lations”, according to IRNA.

“We should try to increase the se-
curity, peace and well-being of the 
people of the region through dialogue 
and interaction... while preventing for-
eigners from playing a non-construc-
tive role,” Shamkhani said. Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, along with its allies in the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council, 
back opposite sides in various armed 
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Social media
frenzy fuels bank
busting panic
NEW YORK: Fearful Twitter posts and anx-
ious WhatsApp exchanges coupled with on-
line banking ease are seen as helping power 
an internet-age run on a pair of now-collapsed 
American lending institutions. Both Silicon Val-
ley Bank and Signature Bank were hit with mas-
sive withdrawals by customers fearful of losing 
their money, but the speed was dizzying in an 
age when rumors spread like wildfire on social 
media and apps make moving funds with the 
click of a button simple.

Congressman Patrick McHenry, chairman of 
the US House Financial Services Committee, re-
ferred to the recent turmoil as “the first Twitter 
fueled bank run”. Some messages that caused 
cold sweats among financial customers proved to 
be misleading, prompting calls to focus on facts 
not speculation. Gone is the time when a “run on 
the bank” meant mobs of customers banging on 
bolted doors and demanding deposits back.

Now, as rumors of dwindling bank reserves 
ricochets about social media, customers can make 
them real by tapping into online accounts to trans-
fer money. Federal authorities took over Silicon 
Valley Bank (SVB) last week less than 48 hours 
after it first announced bad news. The forced clo-
sure of Signature Bank came just two days later. In 
between, high-profile entrepreneurs sounded an 
alarm and fired off advice on Twitter.

Investor Bill Ackman tweeted during the 
weekend that if federal regulators didn’t quickly 
step in and guarantee all deposits, runs on oth-
er banks would start Monday. “You should be 
absolutely terrified right now,” investor Jason 
Calacanis tweeted, using all capital letters for 
emphasis. “That is the proper reaction to a bank 
run and contagion.”
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KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister, Interior Minister and Acting Defense Min-
ister Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah visits Sabah Al-Ahmad Coast 
Guard Base on March 16, 2023. — KUNA 

Vigilance urged
against smuggling
in Kuwait waters 
KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Minister of Interior and Acting Min-
ister of Defense Sheikh Talal Al-Khaled 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah stressed the need 
of constant vigilance against attempts 
by drug traffickers to smuggle narcotics 
into Kuwait through territorial waters. 
During his visit to Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Coast Guard Base on Thursday, Sheikh 
Talal praised the efforts of the border 
guards to employ the latest technolo-
gies to protect the safety of the country.

Sheikh Talal affirmed keenness on 
following up the operating system of 
the interior ministry to ensure provi-
sion of all resources and equipment 
needed to fulfil the set objectives, ac-
cording to a statement from the inte-
rior ministry’s general directorate of 
security relations and media. Sheikh 
Talal inspected the constructions at 
the coast guard base and commis-
sioned eight quick intervention vessels 
and 11 interception patrols. 

During the visit, Sheikh Talal inau-
gurated some naval vessels that re-
cently joined service at Sabah Al-Ah-
mad Base, which are equipped with the 
latest technologies, as part of a com-
prehensive plan to develop, maintain 
and repair all equipment to enhance 
maritime field readiness. — KUNA 

This handout image taken from video shows onboard footage from a US Air 
Force MQ-9 drone as it is approached the first time by a Russian SU-27 aircraft 
jettisoning fuel over the Black Sea on March 14, 2023. — AFP 

US releases
video of Russia
drone collision
WASHINGTON: The United States 
on Thursday released a video it said 
shows an “unsafe” and “unprofession-
al” intercept by Russian military jets 
when one struck an American drone, 
damaging its propeller. Russia has 
denied responsibility for the incident, 
which the United States says left its 
drone uncontrollable and required it 
to be brought down in the Black Sea.

The declassified 42-second video 
- which the US military says has been 
edited for length - shows an Su-27 jet 
bearing down on the propeller-driven 
MQ-9, releasing streams of fuel as it 
passes in an apparent effort to harass 
the drone. An Su-27 makes another 
pass, again dumping fuel as it does so. 
The video is then interrupted - a cut 
the US military said lasts for 60 sec-
onds as a result of a Russian jet strik-
ing the drone. When the feed returns, 
part of the drone’s propeller is missing.

Russia’s defense ministry said it had 
scrambled jets on Tuesday after de-
tecting a US drone over the Black Sea, 
but denied causing the crash, saying 
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Zionist raid in
West Bank kills
4 Palestinians
RAMALLAH: Zionist forces on Thursday killed four 
Palestinians including a teenager in the occupied West 
Bank, the Palestinian health ministry said, the latest 
deadly raid on Jenin. The Palestinian health ministry said 
23 others had been wounded in the raid in the northern 
West Bank city, five of them seriously. It identified those 
killed as Omar Awadin, 16, Luay Al-Zughair, 37, Nidal 
Khazim, 28 and Youssef Shreem, 29.

The army statement said Khazim and Shreem were 
both residents of the Jenin refugee camp and members 
of Islamic Jihad. The militant group said the Zionist en-
tity “will pay the price for these crimes” without iden-
tifying the two as its members. Mahmoud Al-Saadi of 
the Palestinian Red Crescent in Jenin told AFP that “a 
(Zionist) undercover unit stormed the city center’s Abu 
Bakr street”. The raid comes days before a planned 
meeting between Palestinian and Zionist officials on 
Sunday in the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh for 
talks aimed at reducing tensions ahead of the fasting 
month of Ramadan. Islamist movement Hamas, which 
rules in the Zionist-blockaded Gaza Strip, called the lat-
est raid a “crime”, warning it will not go “unanswered”.

Zionist forces have launched numerous raids on the 
city of Jenin and its eponymous refugee camp in recent 

months. These raids have killed more than 20 Palestin-
ians since the start of the year, including seven earlier 
this month and 10 in January. The Zionist entity has oc-
cupied the West Bank since the Six-Day War of 1967. 
Since the start of the year, the conflict has claimed the 
lives of 85 Palestinian adults and children, including mil-
itants and civilians.

On Tuesday, a senior Hamas official warned the Zi-
onist entity his group would react to any possible “vio-
lations” at Jerusalem’s holy sites during Ramadan, which 
begins later in March.  Salah Al-Aruri, deputy head of the 
Hamas political bureau, said the risk of escalation entirely 
“depends on the (Zionist) occupation’s violations across 
Palestine and at Al-Aqsa mosque” located in annexed 
east Jerusalem. Al-Aqsa, a Jordan-administered mosque 
compound, is the third holiest site in Islam. — AFP 

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah attends the closing ceremony of the 28th Qurain 
Cultural Festival at Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center on March 15, 2023. — KUNA (See Page 4)


