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Medvedev reaches semis

INDIAN WELLS: Daniil Medvedev’s sore
right ankle wasn’t a factor Wednesday as he
beat Alejandro Davidovich Fokina 6-3, 7-5 to
reach the semi-finals at Indian Wells, where
Aryna Sabalenka and Frances Tiafoe raced into
the final four. Medvedev showed little ill effect
from the twisted ankle he suffered in a three-
set battle against Alexander Zverev a day earli-
er as he pushed his ATP match winning streak
to 18 straight. He booked a semi-final clash
with 16th-ranked American Tiafoe, who beat
2021 Indian Wells winner Cameron Norrie 6-4,
6-4. Australian Open champion Sabalenka, still
building on her maiden Grand Slam title in
Melbourne, overpowered Coco Gauff 6-4, 6-0
to advance at the combined WTA and ATP
Masters 1000 event. Sabalenka will face 2022
runner-up Maria Sakkari after the seventh-
ranked Greek defeated two-time Wimbledon
champion Petra Kvitova 4-6, 7-5, 6-1. — AFP

Odermatt wins again 

SOLDEU: Switzerland’s Marco Odermatt
remained on track for a shot at beating
Hermann Maier’s record for overall World
Cup points after streaking to victory in the
men’s super-G at the season finals in Andorra
on Thursday. Odermatt clocked 1min 23.91sec
to finish ahead of Austrian Marco Schwarz, at
0.29sec, with Norway’s Aleksander Aamodt
Kilde in third (+0.71). Reigning world cham-
pion James Crawford of Canada failed to fin-
ish the course, as did Austria’s 2021 gold
medalist Vincent Kriechmayr. The victory
was Odermatt’s 12th of the season and sixth
in super-G, and follows two gold medals in
the giant slalom and downhill at last month’s
World Ski Championships in France. Already
guaranteed the overall World Cup crystal
globe, Odermatt can realistically target the
men’s points record of 2,000 set by Maier
23 years ago. — AFP  

New ball limits ‘silly’

MIAMI: A move by the R&A and US Golf
Association to change balls to limit driving dis-
tances was greeted with scorn Wednesday by
players at the US PGA Valspar Championship.
Two-time major winner Justin Thomas, who
defends his PGA Championship title in May at
Oak Hill, called it “so bad for the game” while
fellow American Sam Burns dubbed it “silly.”
The golf sanctioning bodies aimed the change
at elite players to trim driving distances by 14-
15 yards, reducing concerns about technology
boosting length and potentially rendering some
courses. The rule, if adopted, would begin in
2026. “I’m clearly against it,” Thomas said. To
players who have seen the sport grow in a huge
way over the past two decades, the move struck
a sour note. “My reaction was disappointed and
also not surprised,” Thomas said. “I think the
USGA over the years has-in my eyes, it’s harsh,
but-made some pretty selfish decisions. — AFP 

‘No LIV-PGA tension’ 

WASHINGTON: World number one Scottie
Scheffler said Wednesday that he expects
some of golf’s greatest legends will put aside
the PGA Tour-LIV Golf feud at next month’s
Masters Champions Dinner. Scheffler, coming
off a victory at The Players Championship on
Sunday, revealed his menu for this year’s gath-
ering after winning last year’s green jacket at
Augusta National. The 26-year-old American
also said that he hasn’t decided what he will
say in his speech to the past winners, but he
will count upon them to be on their best man-
ners despite a split that has divided golf’s elite
talent. “I haven’t totally decided what I’ll say,”
Scheffler said. “I’m not quite sure what the
vibe will be like but I think we’re all there to
play in the tournament and celebrate the
Masters and celebrate all being past champi-
ons. “I think the dinner will be really special
for all of us to be able to gather together again
and I’m sure we’ll put all that other stuff aside
and just have a good time together. — AFP 

Cuba write ‘new chapter’ 

TOKYO: Cuba’s manager hailed “a new chap-
ter” for his team after they became the first
side to book their place in the semi-finals of
the World Baseball Classic with a 4-3 win over
Australia in Tokyo on Wednesday. Cuba are
traditional heavyweights in the sport but they
have never won the World Baseball Classic
and have underperformed since reaching the
final of the inaugural tournament in 2006. The
Cubans lost their first two games at this year’s
competition in the group stage in Taiwan but
they won their next two and have now
punched their ticket to Miami for the semi-
finals. Manager Armando Johnson said their
quarter-final win would be celebrated long
and hard back home. — AFP 
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Boycott, Russia, Belarus flags 
fire up boxing championship

NEW DELHI: The Women’s World Boxing
Championships began in India on Thursday with
several nations boycotting because of the pres-
ence of Russians and Belarusians competing
under their flags. Numerous international sports
federations have banned Russian and Belarusian
athletes from competition since Moscow’s inva-
sion of Ukraine last year.

Some sports have allowed them to compete but
said they must do so under neutral flags. But the
International Boxing Association (IBA) event in
Delhi involves fighters from both nations competing
under their national flags and anthems. The flags
and colors of Russia and its political ally Belarus
were paraded at Wednesday’s opening ceremony.

The IBA is headed by Russian Umar Kremlev
and counts Russian energy giant Gazprom as a
major financial backer. The IBA was suspended by
the International Olympic Committee in 2019 over
multiple corruption scandals. The United States,
Ukraine, Canada, Sweden and Britain are among the
countries boycotting the tournament, which runs
until March 26 and involves 65 nations. Some have
said they will also refuse to take part in the men’s
event in Tashkent, Uzbekistan on May 1-14.

GB Boxing said last month that the IBA’s move to
allow boxers from Russia and Belarus to compete in
India under their national flags “contravenes resolu-
tions passed by the IOC”. “This has put further dis-
tance between IBA and the Olympic movement in
addition to the significant, longstanding issues over
sporting integrity, governance, transparency and
financial management which the IOC has asked IBA
to address,” a statement said.

‘Discrimination’ 
In Delhi Russia’s Sports Minister Oleg Matytsin

said that “in this difficult period it is important
that the team appears under the Russian flag...
You can see that these young girls know which
country they are representing.” “I am sure than
the IBA’s example... will have a positive influence

on other international federations,” Matytsin said
Tuesday, quoted in a statement by his ministry.
“Because sport should be separate from politics
and should not be the target of discrimination on
the basis of nationality,” he added.

The IOC suspension of the IBA means that box-
ing risks disappearing as an Olympic sport from
the Paris Games in 2024. The French Boxing
Federation is allowing its fighters to compete in
Delhi, with its head Dominique Nato saying
Tuesday it wanted to remain “neutral” ahead of the
Paris Olympics. “I am aware of what is happening

in the world, but again, politics is taking sport
hostage and that is unacceptable,” Nato told AFP.

Boxers from other European Union nations
including Spain and Italy were taking part, accord-
ing to organizers, as well as New Zealand, Australia
and Japan. On March 1 the IBA opened disciplinary
action against the chiefs of several national boxing
associations over the boycott, accusing them of
“unethical behavior”. “In boxing, there is no place
for any form of discrimination and IBA sees it as its
mission to protect its values,” it said. Russia has 12
boxers at the tournament and Belarus six. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Belarus boxer Yulia Apanasovich (right) in action against Alexandra Anamaria Gheorghe of Romania
during the preliminary round of the Elite women 50-52 kgs light fly IBA Women’s World Boxing Championship
2023 on March 16, 2023. — AFP 

Women’s World Boxing Championships kick off in India

76ers pick up a 
6th straight win 
LOS ANGELES: Joel Embiid starred again with 38
points as the Philadelphia 76ers picked up a sixth
straight win with a 118-109 victory over the
Cleveland Cavaliers on Wednesday. The 76ers, third
in the East just a place ahead of the Cavs, were in a
close contest until the end when Tyrese Maxey sunk
a three-pointer and Philadelphia put away five free
throws in the final 51 seconds to secure the win.

That all came after Embiid was initially ejected
after being called for his sixth foul for pushing off
on Evan Mobley with four minutes 12 seconds left
on the clock. But 76ers coach Doc Rivers chal-
lenged the call successfully and while he had to be
careful for the remainder, Embiid helped steer his
side to a significant victory. Embiid, who also had 18
rebounds and four blocks, said he had been given
the benefit of the doubt by the officials.

The six-times All Star is a contender for this sea-
son’s MVP award but said his focus was elsewhere.
“I am just trying to win, to get as many wins as we
can and to kind of get the group together, doing our
job. My team-mates are making my job easy. We
are doing it as a team,” he said. “I am excited about
the post-season but we have a lot of games coming
up in the regular season, we have to take them one

at a time and try to get better every day,” he added.
Embiid was supported by James Harden, who

had 28 points, and Maxey, who put up 23.
Philadelphia are now just half a game behind the
second-placed Boston Celtics and own the tie-
breaker over Cleveland. The Celtics had their
work cut out in Minneapolis against the
Timberwolves, finally emerging with a 104-102
win. Jaylen Brown put up 35 points and Jayson
Tatum scored 22 with the latter making sure of the
win with two free throws at the end.

‘Whatever it takes’ 
The Celtics struggled with their shooting-they

were 40.5% from the field and 12 of 40 from three-
pointers, but their defense delivered enough to grind
out the win. “We just stayed the course. I think
defensively we won the game,” said Brown.
“Whatever it takes to get a win. We have got to trust
each other as team-mates, that is part of being a
good team, we have got to keep building those
habits,” he added. Elsewhere, Steph Curry erupted
for 50 points but could not prevent the Golden State
Warriors falling 134-126 to the Los Angeles Clippers.

Curry made 20-of-28 from the field including
eight three-pointers but the Warriors were undone
at the other end by a balanced Clippers offense that
saw six players in double figures. Kawhi Leonard
led the Clippers scoring with 30 points. The Miami
Heat routed the Western Conference’s third-placed
team, the Memphis Grizzlies, 138-119. The Grizzlies

remain without their star guard Ja Morant, who on
Wednesday was suspended eight games after
streaming a video of himself holding a gun while
intoxicated in a nightclub. — AFP 

CLEVELAND: Joel Embiid #21 of the Philadelphia 76ers
drives to the basket around Evan Mobley #4 of the
Cleveland Cavaliers during the first half of the game
on March 15, 2023. —AFP 

Trout powers USA 
into World Baseball 
quarter-finals 
MIAMI: US captain Mike Trout drove in all three
runs as the United States defeated Colombia 3-2 on
Wednesday to book their place in the quarter-finals
of the World Baseball Classic. Los Angeles Angels
outfielder Trout-one of the figureheads of a star-
studded US line-up-knocked in singles in the third
and fifth innings to send the US into the last eight.

The Americans, who have recovered after being
upset by Mexico in their second game in Pool C on
Sunday, will now face Venezuela in Miami on Friday,
with a semi-final showdown with Cuba awaiting the
winner. Colombia, needing a big win over the hosts
to have any chance of progressing on Wednesday,
raised the prospect of an upset after Reynaldo
Rodriguez doubled to score Jorge Alfaro for a 2-1

lead in the bottom of the third.
But Trout singled in the fifth inning to score Los

Angeles Dodgers duo Will Smith and Mookie Betts
and put the USA 3-2 ahead. Closer Ryan Pressly
then got the save in the ninth to wrap up the win.
US manager Mark DeRosa lavished praise on the
Americans’ game-winner Trout. “I see one of the
best players of all time,” DeRosa said of Trout. “The
way he’s able to swing the baseball bat... it was a
huge knock for us. Couldn’t be happier for him.”

Elsewhere on Wednesday, Puerto Rico set up a
quarter-final showdown with Pool C winners Mexico
after a 5-2 victory over the star-studded Dominican
Republic. The Dominican Republic had been seen as
one of the tournament favorites but instead were
eliminated before the knockout rounds after a
superb performance from Puerto Rico at LoanDepot
Park in Miami. Puerto Rico took control of the con-
test in the third inning, with Christian Vazquez belt-
ing a home run off Johnny Cueto before Francisco
Lindor and Enrique Hernandez drove in RBI singles.
MJ Melendez then groundout to score Lindor and
give Puerto Rico a 4-0 lead. — AFP 

PHOENIX: Infielders Mike Trout #27, Nolan Arenado #28 and Paul Goldschmidt #46 of Team USA celebrate after
defeating Team Colombia in the World Baseball Classic Pool C game on March 15, 2023. —AFP 

‘Ireland’s Call’:
Rugby players 
find their voice 
DUBLIN: The rugby anthem “Ireland’s Call” has
divided opinion among supporters but former inter-
national players Hugo MacNeil l  and Trevor
Ringland say it has served a greater purpose by
giving a voice to the Northern Irish players in the
team. “Ireland’s Call”, composed by the Grammy-
nominated Northern Irish composer Phil Coulter,
had its first outing at the 1995 World Cup.

Due to the sectarian divide in Ulster-brought to a
violent head by the Troubles which lasted almost three
decades from the late 1960s to 1998 - and Northern
Ireland being part of the United Kingdom, it made it
impossible for the Northern Irish players to sing the
Irish national anthem. They would stand tight-lipped
alongside their team-mates as the players from the
south sang the anthem “Amhran na bhFiann” (The
Soldier’s Song). Both that and “Ireland’s Call” will be
sung on Saturday when Ireland, bidding for the Grand
Slam, host England in Dublin. When the team plays
abroad, only “Ireland’s Call” is played.

Dublin-born full-back MacNeill-like Ringland a
member of the Ireland team that won the 1982 and 1985
Triple Crowns-took an interest in the problems in the
North during his playing days, discussing it with his
team-mates from over the border. He says “Ireland’s
Call” was a logical step forward. “It was absolutely nec-
essary,” he told AFP. “When I was playing for Ireland
before we went onto the pitch our captain Ciaran
Fitzgerald would send groups of players into the cor-
ners. “Thus as fullback I would be with the wings Keith
Crossan and Trevor Ringland in one corner.

“Then we would go out onto the pitch five minutes
later knowing we depended on each other - and nei-
ther Keith nor Trevor could sing the national anthem.”
MacNeill, 64, says “Ireland’s Call” fulfils two of the
key goals of the 1998 Good Friday Agreement-toler-
ance and reconciliation. “Some people like the tune,
some do not,” he said. — AFP 


