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KUWAIT: Zain, Kuwait’s leading digital service 
provider awarded the winners of its ‘Best Player’ 
award in the latest six rounds of the Kuwait Premier 
League (Dawri Zain) in recognition of their out-
standing performance on the pitch. The company 
dedicates the award to players who contribute to 
adding elegance to the league and ultimately elevat-
ing Kuwaiti football. 

Zain announced the winners: Fahaheel player 
Yaqoub Al Tararwah, winner of the 12th round, Al 
Arabi player Abdulrahman Al Sharhan, winner of the 
13th round, Qadisiya player Eid Al Rashidi, winner 
of the 14th round, Qadisiya player Khalid 
Mohammed Ibrahim, winner of the 15th round, 
Kuwait player Ahmad Al Dhafiri, winner of the 16th 
round, and Kazima player Shibeeb Al Khaldi, winner 

of the 17th round. The recognition took place at 
Zain’s HQ, attended by members of the technical 
committee, Kuwait Football Association officials, 
and Zain executives.  Zain offers KD 50,000 of 
prizes for athletes and fans per season, which is the 
biggest prize pool ever to be distributed in the 
Kuwaiti League’s history. By dedicating cash prizes 
for athletes, the company seeks to encourage play-
ers to pursue excellence and elevate the league’s 
performance. Zain has started presenting the prizes 
from the ninth round of the current season.  

Zain’s cash prizes for athletes are as follows: 
Player of the Season Prize: KD 10,000, Player of 
the Round Prize: KD 500, Season’s Top Scorer 
Prize: KD 5,000, Season’s Best Goalkeeper Prize: 
KD 5,000, Season’s Best Coach KD 3,000, and 

Season’s Rising Star Prize: KD 2,000. A special 
committee has been formed in coordination with the 
Kuwait Football Association to outline the standards 
and criteria on which the winners are selected. The 
committee is membered by former Kuwaiti interna-
tional players Saad Al Houti (as the committee’s 
head), Wael Sulaiman, Osama Hussain, and 
Mohammed Benyaan.  

Zain is the Official Sponsor of the KFA’s competi-
tions for the next four seasons (2022-2026), includ-
ing the Kuwaiti Premier League (now known as 
Dawri Zain) and the First Division League. Zain is 
also supporting HH the Amir’s Cup, HH the Crown 
Prince’s Cup, and the KFA Cup (Zain Cup). Zain’s 
role centers around three main areas; supporting 
athletes with cash prizes, launching social events 

and interacting with fans at stadiums, and an all-
new surprise: the first-ever Fantasy Football League 
in Kuwaiti football’s history. These contributions 
and more go in line with the KFA’s vision to further 
enrich the local football scene, given that it is the 
most beloved sports among Kuwaitis.   

Zain firmly believe that the private sector has a 
vital and active role in developing the local sports 
and youth sectors, and it makes this belief a reality 
by sponsoring and supporting some of the biggest 
sports programs in the nation. This partnership with 
Kuwait’s top football competition comes to 
strengthen the leadership role Zain plays in the local 
sports scene and is perfectly in line with the compa-
ny’s sustainability and social responsibility strategy 
towards the sports and youth sectors. 

Zain awards stars of Dawri  
Zain’s latest six rounds

Company presented its ‘Best Player’ award to six outstanding players

 

Burnley move closer  
to EPL promotion 

 
LONDON: Nathan Tella hit a hat-trick as 
Championship leaders Burnley stepped up their march 
towards the Premier League with a 3-1 win at Hull on 
Wednesday. Tella put Vincent Kompany’s side in front 
just before half-time and the in-form youngster netted 
again in the second half following good work from Ian 
Maatsen. The on-loan Southampton midfielder capped a 
superb individual performance when he punished poor 
Hull defending with his 17th league goal this season. 

Burnley are 13 points clear of second-placed Sheffield 
United and 19 ahead of third-placed Middlesbrough with 
nine games left. The Clarets are odds-on to return to the 
top flight after last season’s relegation. Burnley boss 
Kompany can also look forward to an emotional return to 
his former club Manchester City in the FA Cup quarter-
finals on Saturday. Sheffield United are in pole position to 
seal the second automatic promotion place after a 2-1 win 
at Sunderland. Paul Heckingbottom’s team fell behind 
when Edouard Michut scored his first goal in English 
football after 30 minutes. But James McAtee leveled late 
in the first half and Tommy Doyle’s free-kick bounced 
straight in just after the hour. Carlton Morris’ 16th goal of 
the season earned Luton a 1-0 win against Bristol City at 
Kenilworth Road that left them in fourth place. Ryan 
Hedges’ late strike gave fifth-placed Blackburn a 2-1 over 
Reading at Ewood Park. Ben Brereton Diaz’s 13th goal of 
the campaign put Blackburn ahead in the second minute. 

Reading’s Cesare Casadei bagged his first senior 
goal in the 68th minute, but Hedges struck with a smart 
finish eight minutes from time. West Brom’s play-off 
ambitions were dented in a 1-1 draw at lowly Cardiff. 
Daryl Dike celebrated his return to the United States 
squad with the 17th-minute opener, but Sory Kaba 
headed Cardiff’s second-half equalizer. Grant Hanley’s 
own goal helped Huddersfield earn a 1-1 draw against 
seventh-placed Norwich as Neil Warnock’s men 
moved off the bottom of the table. 

In Tuesday’s action, Stoke’s Ki-Jana Hoever dented 
Middlesbrough’s promotion push with the equaliser in 
a 1-1 draw at the Riverside Stadium. Hoever, on loan 
from Wolves, struck on the stroke of half-time to deny 
Michael Carrick’s team after Chuba Akpom put 
Middlesbrough ahead with his 23rd league goal this 
season. Millwall bolstered their bid for a play-off place 
with a 2-1 win against Swansea at The Den. —AFP 

Brighton beat Palace  
to improve Euro hopes; 
Brentford sink Saints 

 
LONDON: Brighton bolstered their bid to qualify for 
Europe with a 1-0 win in their Premier League derby 
against Crystal Palace, while Brentford pushed 
Southampton deeper into relegation trouble on Wednesday. 
Roberto De Zerbi’s side earned their first victory in eight 
league meetings with bitter rivals Palace thanks to Solly 
March’s goal at the rain-soaked Amex Stadium. Seventh-
placed Brighton moved level on points with sixth-placed 
Liverpool, with the Seagulls holding a game in hand. 

As it stands, sixth place will guarantee qualification for 
next season’s European Conference League, although that 
will drop to seventh if Manchester City or Manchester 
United win the FA Cup. It is shaping up to be a memorable 
season for Brighton, who host fourth-tier Grimsby in the 

FA Cup quarter-finals on Sunday. In contrast, their old 
enemies Palace saw their winless streak reach 12 games in 
all competitions as they await their first victory in 2023. 
“The most important thing is the fans understood our style 
of play and in England this is a great challenge,” De Zerbi 
said. “The players believe in our style. We didn’t play our 
best game but if you win it is better.” 

Palace remain three points clear of the relegation 
zone. Patrick Vieira’s team had failed to have a shot on 
target in each of their past three Premier League games, 
the first instance of that happening since the statistic 
was first recorded in 2003-04. Palace’s dismal streak 
finally ended early in the first half as Wilfried Zaha’s 
shot forced Jason Steele to save. Vieira was forced to 
hand teenage goalkeeper Joseph Whitworth his profes-
sional debut after Vicente Guaita sustained a late injury. 

At 19 years and 15 days, Whitworth was the youngest keeper 
to appear in the Premier League since 18-year-old Ben Alnwick in 
2005 for Sunderland against Tottenham. But there was no fairytale 
for youth academy graduate Whitworth, a boyhood Palace fan, as 
his weak attempted save allowed March’s low strike to squirm into 
the net in the 15th minute. —AFP 

Zain awarded the players to encourage their outstanding performance.

Eight arrested  
after CL violence  
in Naples 

 
NAPLES: Three German football fans 
and five locals were arrested following 
clashes with police in Naples before and 
after Napoli’s Champions League win 
over Eintracht Frankfurt, a local official 
said Thursday. Six police officers were 
injured in the violence on Wednesday 
evening, according to Alessandro 
Giuliano, who is responsible for public 
safety in Naples. 

Police were in the process of iden-
tifying 470 German fans who stayed in 
the city, and were scouring images to 
establish those responsible for the 
disorder, he told a press conference. 
Dozens of supporters of Atalanta also 
joined forces with supporters of the 
German side, with whom they are 
twinned. The first clashes occurred on 
Wednesday afternoon in Naples’ his-
toric centre, and continued after the 
match, an easy 3-0 win for Napoli 

which took them through to  the 
Champions League quarter-finals for 
the first time. 

Smoke bombs and flares, chairs, bottles 
and metal poles were thrown at police, 
who responded with tear gas. Later, 
Napoli fans were filmed by Italian media 
throwing objects at buses carrying 
Eintracht fans. Naples mayor Gaetano 
Manfredi condemned the “unacceptable” 
violence, while opposition politicians have 
questioned the government’s handling of 
the situation, notably by Interior Minister 
Matteo Piantedosi. 

Napoli player Juan Jesus said the dis-
order was “bad for the city, and bad for 
soccer”. “Because people come, then 
destroy, then leave, it’s not a good thing. 
It’s not possible to still see this in 2023, we 
are sorry to see these scenes,” he said. 
The German supporters had travelled to 
southern Italy even though Eintracht 
decided against selling tickets for the 
away section in Naples for the second leg 
of the last 16 tie. The Frankfurt club decid-
ed not to take up their allocation after the 
Naples prefecture decided on Sunday to 
ban residents of the German city from 
buying tickets. 

A earlier Italian ban on Eintracht fans 
who lived anywhere in Germany was 
overturned. Sunday’s decision came after 
violence in the first leg that was won 2-0 
by Napoli in Frankfurt, which led to nine 
people being taken into custody. 

Eintracht fans have been under close sur-
veillance by European governing body 
UEFA since the pitch invasion which 
greeted the club reaching the final of the 
Europa League, which they won by beat-
ing Scottish club Rangers. —AFP

NAPLES: Photo shows a police car burning as Eintracht Frankfurt fans (not in picture) 
clash with police on March 15, 2023 in downtown Naples. —AFP

BRIGHTON: Crystal Palace’s English defender Nathaniel 
Clyne (right) defends from Brighton’s Argentinean midfield-
er Alexis Mac Allister during the English Premier League 
football match between Brighton and Hove Albion and 
Crystal Palace on March 15, 2023.  —AFP


