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NAPLES: Victor Osimhen says Napoli are dreaming 
of Champions League glory after his brace shot the 
Serie A leaders to a 3-0 win over Eintracht Frank-
furt and into the quarter-finals for the first time in 
their history on Wednesday. Nigeria striker Osimhen 
struck either side of half-time to ensure no slip-ups 
in Naples and help his team secure a straightfor-
ward, and deserved, 5-0 aggregate win. Piotr Ziel-
inski added Napoli’s third from the penalty spot on 
a perfect night for southern Italy’s biggest club, who 
Osimhen believes can go all the way.

“It’s amazing to make history with this win,” said 
Osimhen to Amazon Prime. “We will keep on dream-
ing, we have the squad to do so (win the Champions 
League). I think we are on the right path. We have a 
great coach. We will see what the future holds for us, 
I think we have a good chance.” Luciano Spalletti’s 
side are close to securing their first Serie A title in 
over three decades and an already remarkable sea-
son got even better with a place in Friday’s draw for 

the last eight of Europe’s top club competition.
They have been powered to an almost certain 

domestic triumph and a deep run in Europe by the 
red-hot Osimhen, who has now netted 23 times in 
all competitions for possibly the continent’s most ex-
citing team. However Spalletti was less bullish about 
Napoli’s chances than Osimhen, replying with a curt 
“no” when asked if he was flattered by Pep Guar-
diola saying his side were the best in Europe. “It’s 
a game that people play to put pressure on other 
teams, it’s a game that everyone knows by now,” said 
an irritated Spalletti.

Eintracht were without suspended France for-
ward Randal Kolo Muani following his sending off 
in the first leg and the Bundesliga outfit did very 
little to trouble Napoli. Oliver Glasner’s side head 
out of the competition on a night in which their 
fans were involved in serious disorder after trav-
elling to Naples despite no tickets for away fans 
being put on sale. Eintracht had decided to not 

take up their ticket allocation for the match after 
Italian authorities produced two separate bans in 
a matter of days, fearing a repeat of the trouble in 
Frankfurt before the first leg.

Fan clashes
That didn’t stop the German club’s hardcore fans 

however, who clashed with local police on a tense 
evening in Naples. Footage in Italian media from 
Tuesday also showed Napoli fans throwing objects 
at buses carrying Eintracht fans.

Around the stadium the atmosphere was less 
fraught as Napoli got through without any trou-
ble. Khvicha Kvaratskhelia almost scored his sec-
ond wonder goal in less than a week in the 19th 
minute after a brilliant tackle from Zielinski sent 
him charging towards goal. But he was forced 
wide just as he looked for a shooting chance and 
ended up being denied smartly by Kevin Trapp, 
who did well again two minutes before the break 

to denied the Georgian. However Trapp could do 
nothing to stop Osimhen putting Napoli ahead 
moments later, the Nigeria international showing 
why he is one of the most highly-rated strikers in 
the world with a perfectly timed leap and header 
from Matteo Politano’s hanging cross. And Osim-
hen struck again seven minutes after the break 
with a simpler finish, this time tapping in Giovan-
ni Di Lorenzo’s low cross after more good play 
from Politano and Kvaratskhelia.

Napoli were cruising and, after two half-chanc-
es for Eintracht’s Daichi Kamada and Rafael Borre 
and another good save from Trapp on Kvaratskhe-
lia, they were three ahead on the night. The ex-
cellent Zielinski was brought down by Djibril Sow, 
allowing the Poland midfielder to dust himself 
down and calmly slot home a spot-kick in the 64th 
minute. All that was left was for the packed Sta-
dio Maradona to shout ‘Ole’ at every pass as they 
watched their team make history. —AFP 

Osimhen fires Napoli into last 8
Serie A leaders thrash Eintracht Frankfurt 3-0

NAPLES: Napoli’s Nigerian forward Victor Osimhen (2nd left) shoots a header to open the scoring during the UEFA Champions League round of 16, second leg football match between SSC Napoli and Eintracht 
Frankfurt on March 15, 2023. — AFP 

Infantino re-elected 
FIFA boss until 2027
KIGALI: Gianni Infantino has been re-elected as pres-
ident of FIFA until 2027 after standing unopposed at 
the congress of world football’s governing body on 
Thursday. The 52-year-old Swiss lawyer, who succeed-
ed the disgraced Sepp Blatter in 2016, was waved in for 
a third term by acclamation, just as he was four years 
ago, by delegates from the 211 member federations.

“To all those who love me, and I know there are 
so many, and also those who hate me, I know there 
are a few: I love you all,” Infantino told delegates in 
the Rwandan capital, where the voting system did 
not register the number of dissident voices. While 
FIFA statutes currently limit a president to a maxi-
mum of three four-year terms, Infantino has already 
prepared the ground to stay until 2031, declaring in 
December that his first three years at the helm did not 
count as a full term.

Infantino, who staunchly defended Qatar’s hosting 
of last year’s World Cup as the Gulf state’s treatment 
of migrant workers, women and the LGBTQ com-
munity came under the spotlight, has overseen the 
expansion of the men’s and women’s World Cup and 
huge increases in FIFA revenues. Norwegian Foot-
ball Federation president Lise Klaveness had said she 
would not support Infantino and tabled a proposal 
to discuss at the congress “FIFA’s responsibilities to 
remedy human rights abuses” in relation to the Qatar 
World Cup and future tournaments.

On Wednesday, the German FA president, Bernd 
Neuendorf said the organization would not back Infanti-
no for re-election, citing lack of transparency from FIFA 
and insufficient explanations of “why certain decisions 
are made and who was involved in them”. However, In-
fantino’s mainly European-based opponents were not 
able to put forward a candidate to stand against the man 
who was once Michel Platini’s number two at UEFA.

Expanded World Cup 
Infantino’s re-election followed a long speech in 

which he triumphantly listed his achievements since 
taking office, alternating smoothly between English, 
French, Spanish and German. “There is a lot to be look-
ing forward to,” Infantino said as he turned thoughts to 
the next four years and declared the 2026 World Cup, 
the first edition to be enlarged to 48 teams, will be “the 
most inclusive World Cup ever”.

FIFA announced on Tuesday that the tournament in 
North America will feature 104 matches, a huge in-
crease from the 64 at the most recent World Cup, as it 

will start with 12 groups of four teams. The upcoming 
Women’s World Cup in Australia and New Zealand 
later this year will be the first to feature 32 teams, up 
from 24 teams at the last edition in 2019. Infantino 
is also planning to introduce a new, expanded Club 
World Cup to be played every four years starting in 
2025 and featuring 32 teams. “We need more, not 
fewer, competitions worldwide,” he told delegates at 
the 73rd FIFA Congress.

Infantino has also announced projected income of 
$11 billion in the four years up to 2026, compared to 
$7.5 billion in the last four-year cycle ending in 2022. 
But he said that figure did not include revenues generat-
ed by the Club World Cup, suggesting the final amount 
will be even greater. Those improved financial results 
allow FIFA to keep on increasing the amount of money 
it provides in subsidies to federations, in turn helping 
ensure many of them will continue to back Infantino.

In order to make football “truly global”, as Infantino 
says, at a time when leading European clubs are able to 
hoard talent and wealth, FIFA distributes money evenly. 
And so the likes of Trinidad and Tobago and Papua New 
Guinea receive the same amount as Brazil, and each has 
one vote at the congress. As long as the FIFA presi-
dent keeps on his side the 35 Central American nations, 
including numerous Caribbean islands, or the 54 Afri-
can federations, he need not worry about upsetting the 
powerful European nations.

That is why failed plans for a biennial World Cup, or 
the decision to ban rainbow-themed “One Love” arm-
bands promoting LGBTQ rights at the World Cup in 
Qatar, did not stop Infantino eyeing a new term. Yet the 
fractures in football show no sign of healing as long as 
Infantino’s expansion plans continue. For example the 
World Leagues Forum, bringing together 44 leagues 
worldwide, has complained that FIFA did not consult 
with them before announcing plans for the new Club 
World Cup, which will be shoehorned into an “already 
overloaded” calendar. — AFP 

FIFA president Gianni Infantino

Madrid book CL 
quarterfinals 
MADRID: Karim Benzema struck for Real Madrid 
to clinch a 1-0 win over Liverpool and qualification 
for the Champions League (CL) quarter-finals on 
Wednesday 6-2 on aggregate. After the wild last 16 
first leg clash at Anfield in February left Madrid sit-
ting pretty with a three-goal advantage, Liverpool 
coach Jurgen Klopp said his side only had a one per-
cent chance of turning the tie around.

They stemmed the bleeding at the Santiago Bernabeu 
but never looked like mounting a stirring comeback of 
the type they managed against Barcelona in 2019, or AC 
Milan in the 2005 final. Madrid have now knocked Liver-
pool out of the Champions League in three consecutive 
seasons, including beating them in last year’s final.

“It was a complicated game but from the start we 
showed we wanted to go through, and we are in the 
quarter-finals,” Benzema told Movistar. “Suffering is 
part of today’s football. Everyone wants more, but 
sometimes you have to suffer in a game-the most im-
portant thing is to win and go through.” The 14-time 
record winners showed the nous to keep Liverpool at 
arm’s length, with defenders Eder Militao and Antonio 
Rudiger determined to shut out the visitors, along with 
goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois.

Reigning champions Madrid could have significantly 
stretched their lead, save for a series of superb stops 
by Liverpool stopper Alisson Becker and some unusu-
ally profligate finishing. In the first leg, Madrid were 
lethal, with Vinicius Junior and Benzema netting twice 
each-neither were as decisive. Yet eventually they com-
bined for Madrid’s winner after 78 minutes, with Vini-
cius slipping as he tried to shoot, but hooking the ball 
into Benzema’s path for a simple tap-in.

Madrid’s only worry was seeing their captain limp 
off after his goal amid an injury-hit season-Benzema 
said it was only a blow on the shin and Carlo Ancelotti 
confirmed he would be fit to face Barcelona in the Cla-
sico on Sunday. “Madrid were in control of the whole 
game, Ali had to make two sensational saves to keep us 
in the game,” Klopp told reporters. “Madrid were out-
standing and that’s why the better team went through 
to the next round.”

Liverpool, deeply inconsistent in this campaign, 
took heart from their 7-0 thrashing of Manchester 
United in the Premier League, but could not produce 
the same magic under the Bernabeu lights. Klopp 
started with Diogo Jota alongside his usual attacking 
trio of Mohamed Salah, Darwin Nunez and Cody Ga-
kpo, deploying as much firepower as he could to try 

and mount a comeback. The first chance of the game 
fell to Nunez but Courtois thwarted the Uruguayan, 
who was fed by Salah.

At the other end Madrid sliced open Liverpool 
on various occasions, and Alisson made a stunning 
save to deny Vinicius from point-blank range. Edu-
ardo Camavinga crashed a long-range effort against 
the crossbar, with Alisson getting his fingertips to it. 
The Brazilian goalkeeper made further saves from 
Vinicius, Fede Valverde and Benzema as Madrid 
controlled the game. Camavinga impressed in mid-
field and eventually helped create Benzema’s goal, 
with a driven pass forward in the build-up.

“I told him a few small details, like how I know that 
the two Liverpool centre-backs play open, there’s 
space in the middle, and that’s how we scored the 
goal,” added Benzema. The striker has now scored 
seven times in the Champions League against Liver-
pool, more than any other player. Benzema is key to 
Madrid’s bid to lift the trophy for a sixth time in 10 
seasons, if he can stay fit. Madrid played classic Liv-
erpool anthem “You’ll Never Walk Alone” at the end 
of the game, at once a classy touch but also showing 
Liverpool never made them truly uncomfortable.

Ancelotti said Madrid were full of belief after their 
remarkable run to the final last season. “We have a lot 
more confidence, because of what happened last year, 
it gave us a lot of confidence,” said the Italian. “We saw 
that in this tie, against a strong team, we did well in the 
two games. “But later, with confidence alone, we don’t 
reach the semi-finals. We have to play surprising foot-
ball ... as always, the Champions League is very compli-
cated and we have to compete until the end.”—  AFP

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Uruguayan midfielder Fed-
erico Valverde (left) looks at Liverpool’s Egyptian 
forward Mohamed Salah heading the ball during 
the UEFA Champions League last 16 second leg 
football match on March 15, 2023. — AFP 


